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Dear Readers,

Inclusive Development through collective efforts, this philosophy has been the touchstone of the Gujarat government's 

development efforts for the last few decades, and has now been replicated at the centre by the government of Hon'ble 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. In the last week of February, the Gujarat government under Hon'ble Chief Minister 

Shri Vijay Rupani reafrmed their commitment to this philosophy, through the unveiling of the state budget of 2017-18.

Presented by Deputy Chief Minister Shri Nitin Patel, this was the rst budget of the government of CM Rupani. The 

general consensus amongst experts has been that this year's budget has been a balanced one, which catered to the needs 

of every stratum of society. In our cover story we look at some of the main provisions of the budget and what it means for 

the state going forward. In the run-up to International Women's Day, we have also included a special feature on women 

and child development. In our article, we look at some of the major initiatives carried out by the Gujarat government in 

the last few years, for the welfare of women and child development. 

In this edition, we have two stories that look at Gujarat's efforts to gradually transition into a cashless economy. Our rst 

article looks at how, Gujarat managed to provide all of its 17,250 fair price shops, with point of sale machines (POS) and 

other digital infrastructure for cashless transactions, well in advance of other states. Our second article looks at the 

Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilizers & Chemicals Limited (GNFC) township in Bharuch. What is unique about this 

township is that it is India's rst 100% Cashless Township. This story looks into the details of the township, and how both 

the Gujarat government and Union government are looking to replicate this model elsewhere. 

We also have an exclusive interview with Shri Chimanbhai Saparaiya, Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture and Energy. In the 

interview, which has been presented in a Q&A format, we ask the minister about his life and work. In particular we asked 

about his work in the energy and agricultural sector. 

Recently, the Gujarat government conducted Mega Job Fairs at 12 clusters across the state from 11th to 17th February, 

2017. The job fair conducted this month, received overwhelming response from both job seekers and employers. We 

also have a story on these fairs in our magazine. 

Gujarat's 2017-18 budget has highlighted that the Gujarat government under CM Rupani is committed to furthering the 

legacy of holistic development forged by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. And we will endeavour to 

contribute to that growth through our timely updates on the various initiatives undertaken by the Gujarat government.
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Editor
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On February 27, 2017 over 1100 women from the Mahila Surakasha Samitis of 
Gandhinagar and Mehsana districts, visited the Vidhan Sabha. The women were present 

to observe the proceedings of assembly and afterwards, spoke with Hon'ble Chief Minister 
Shri Vijay Rupani. CM Rupani talked to them about various schemes for women welfare, 

including the Vidhva Sahaya Yojana which will provide over 1,52,000 widowed and 
destitute women with pension coverage.
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On January 19, 2017, a 
national conference was held 
at New Delhi to discuss 
reforms to India 's Publ ic 
Distribution System (PDS). 
The conference was attended 
by various state food ministers 
and secretaries, of several 
states. During the topic of 'PDS 
Reforms and Cashless/Less-
Cash Environment', it was 
decided to make Aadhaar card 
essential, but not mandatory, 
for subsidized food grains 
under the National Food 
Security Act, and states were 
also asked to link them with 
ration cards. Most states 
present at the conference also 
promised to install a digital 
payment system for their 
ration shops by March 31, 
2017. 
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This measure would represent one of the rst major 

steps towards accomplishing Hon'ble Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi's vision of transitioning India 

towards a cashless economy. A process the central 

government began in earnest, through the 

revolutionary decision of demonetization. Under the 

leadership of Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani 

on February 8, 2017, Gujarat became the rst Indian 

state to make over 17,250 fair price shops Aadhar 

enabled, well in advance of other states. This feat was 

appreciated by Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, 

Food and Public Distribution, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan.

By linking Aadhar Cards with fair price shops, 

beneciaries of food grains, under the National 

Food Security Act, will now only have to show their 

Aadhar Card at these shops. This will signicantly 

improve the transparency, efciency and reduce 

corruption of Government-approved fair price 

shops, as only recognized beneciaries will be 

acknowledged through this system. 

The Gujarat government's efciency in managing to 

transition its PDS system into a digital system so 

quickly, can be attributed to the measures it 

undertook post-demonetisation. Far from seeing 

demonetisation as a challenge, the Gujarat 

government saw it as an opportunity to nally 

transition India's largely cash-based economy, into a 

more digital and cashless era. 

The Gujarat government organized regular 

meetings at both district and state level to encourage 

banks, trade organizations, industrial associations and 

educat ional  inst i tut ions to adopt cashless 

transactions. Gujarat's success in going digital can be 

attributed to the seamless co-ordination between 

the state government and the bureaucracy, as well as 

the positive response the people of Gujarat have had 

to the digital payment drive.   

The National food security act (NFSA) was notied 

by the Indian government on September 10, 2013. 

It aims to provide subsidized food grains under 

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), to over 

two-thirds of India's population. Under the act, 

eligible persons are entitled to 5 Kgs of food grains 

per person per month at subsidized prices of Rs. 

3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains. Till date, 

over 32 states and Union territories have begun to 

implement the act, including Gujarat. 

In addition to the NFSA, the Gujarat government 

also launched a food security scheme last year to 

supplement it, known as the MAA Annapurna 

Yojana. Under the Yojana, food grains were provided 

to BPL (Below Poverty Line), APL (Above Poverty 

Line) as well other priority families. Under the 

scheme, the Gujarat government disbursed rice and 

wheat at subsidized rates, i.e. Rs.3/Kg and Rs.2/Kg, 

to over 3.82 Crore beneciaries. 

It is worth noting, that as a part of Hon'ble Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi's Digital India initiative, 

Gujarat's various fair price shops are now also 

providing 30 digital services, through various forms 

of IT technology. Through these digital services, 

beneciaries will now be able to avail services at both 

rural and urban fair price shops, including:-

Ÿ Railway and Bus Services booking

Ÿ Utility and mobile bill payment

Ÿ Renewals for crop insurance

Ÿ Registration for Soil health card

Ÿ Registration for other Central Government 

schemes

6March 2017 7 March 2017
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The decision to organize the 
Mega Job Fair was taken at a high-
level meeting of Labour and 
Employment Department which 
was chaired by the Hon'ble Chief 
Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay 
Rupani. The meeting was also 
attended by the Hon'ble Deputy 
Chief Minister, Shri Nitin Patel. 
Outlining the nal shape of the 
mega job fair during the meeting, 
Shri Rupani said that state cabinet 
ministers and higher authorities 
will be present at the job fairs 
o r g a n i s e d  t o  e n s u r e 
employment of local youth 
through a transparent system. 
He  added  t h a t  t he  s t a t e 
gove rnmen t  w i l l  p rov i de 
employment opportunities in 

industrial clusters and also in 
GIDC to youth through the job 
fair.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a t e s t 
employment exchange gures, 
Gujarat provided the maximum 
number (86%) of the jobs in the 
country followed by Tamil Nadu 
and Maharashtra. The state also 
leads in providing employment 
to Scheduled Castes (SC), 
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and 
women. It has a wide network of 
48 employment exchanges 
present in each district with 
s p e c i a l  e x c h a n g e s  a t  8 
universities, 5 for SC/ST and 2 for 
women.
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
government's efforts in the past 

three years alone, more than 13 
lakh unemployed people got 
employed through jobs fairs and 
exchanges. These include 1.08 
lakh SC, 78,000 ST, 2.86 lakh 
OBC candidates and 1.69 lakh 
women candidates. 
The recent Job Fair this month 
received an overwhelming 
response from both the job 
seekers and employers. 2184 
employers registered at Job Fair 
to seek perspective employees 
for 1,43,942 vacancies. These 
included many renowned Indian 
and multinational companies as 
well as various government 
departments, GIDC and some 
educational institutions. 

Mega Job Fairs in Gujarat,Mega Job Fairs in Gujarat,
The National Leader in Job CreationThe National Leader in Job Creation

Mega Job Fairs in Gujarat,
The National Leader in Job Creation

ujarat is a na�onal leader in job crea�on. This is a result of the Gentrepreneurial spirit of the local people, organisa�on of mega 
investment promo�on events like the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit by 

the state government and presence of a wide network of Employment Exchanges 
all over the state to facilitate job-seekers. Taking another step towards further 
consolida�ng its posi�on, the Gujarat Government organized a Mega Job Fair at 

th th12 clusters across the state from 11  to 17  February, 2017. 
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Major Employers
• L. & T. 
• Lee

• Ford India Ltd.

• Suzuki Motor Gujarat Pvt Ltd

• Honda Motors

• Tata Motors

• Vodafone

• Pepsi Co India Holdings Pvt 
Ltd

• Adani Power Ltd.

• Essar Power

• Reliance Industries

• Welspun India Ltd.

• Arvind Mills

• Sanghi cement

• Ambuja cement

• Eureka Forbes Ltd.

• Torrent Power

• Tata Chemicals

• Sintex Pvt Ltd

• Aegis Limited etc.

The fair attempted to ensure 

t h a t  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

employers nd their required 

manpower and about 85% of 

the local youth desirous of 

employment are covered. This 

was successfully achieved as 

1,09,520 youth, 88,503 male 

and 21,017 female, were 

provided employment during 

the Mega Fair. A fair proportion 

of the employed youth belonged 

to SC/ST and socially backward 

sections of the society. 144 

Divyangs were also provided 

employment. 

56,742 candidates have been 

selected in manufacturing sector, 

52,778 in Service sector  and 

5,555 candidates have been 

se lec ted as  Apprent i ce  in 

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  p u b l i c 

en te rp r i se s / i ndus t r i a l  and 

commercial units.

The Mega Job fair was organized 

in a phased manner at 12 locations 

across the state covering 33 

districts. The government 

made sure that the fair was 

conducted in a hassle free manner 

and that no inconvenience was 

faced by the participants. ST 

coupon, local bus service, food 

packet etc were arranged for by 

the State Government. 

Hon'ble CM of Gujarat, Shri Vijay 

Rupani suggested at the meeting 

preceding the Job Fair that the 

employment portal should be used 

for registration of youth seeking 

e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  C M  a l s o 

suggested that Gujarat can set a 

model for the entire country by 

providing employment to youth by 

integrating data of private, semi-

government, PSUs and employment 

exchanges. 

1,09,520
youth employed:

 male88,503
 female21,017

 Divyangs144

No. Date and Venue Dist. Vacant Seat Employer Selcective

     Candidate

1 17-02-17 Rajkot Rajkot, Amreli, 21,029 209 19,821

  Junagadh,

  Gir-Somanath

2 17-02-17 Bhavnagar Bhavnagar, Botad 18,429 186 15,390

3 16-02-17 Bharuch Bharuch, Narmada 14,210 287 11,216

4 11-02-17 surat Surat, Tapi 18,338 337 10,829

5 16-02-17 Vadodara Vadodara, 12,066 185 10,142

  Chottaudepur,

  Aandad

6 11-02-17 Ahmedabad Ahmedabad,  17,135 317 10,083

  Gandhinagar,

  Sabarkantha, Arvalli

7 17-02-17 Godhara Panchmahal, 9,863 78 7,542

  Dahod,

  Mahisagar, Kheda

8   174 6,297 15-02-17 Jamanagar Jamnagar, 8,113

  Devbhoomi 

  Dvaraka

9     13-02-17 Morbi Morbi, 5,877 65 4,782

  Surendranagar

10 13-02-17 Vapi Valsad, Dang,  6,866 178 4,732

  Navsari

11 13-02-17 Mahesana Mahesana, 5,744 66 4,658

  Patan,

  Banaskantha

12 13-02-17 Gandhidham Kuttch 6,272 102 4,028

Total   1,43,942 2,184 1,09,520
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3 16-02-17 Bharuch Bharuch, Narmada 14,210 287 11,216

4 11-02-17 surat Surat, Tapi 18,338 337 10,829

5 16-02-17 Vadodara Vadodara, 12,066 185 10,142

  Chottaudepur,

  Aandad

6 11-02-17 Ahmedabad Ahmedabad,  17,135 317 10,083

  Gandhinagar,

  Sabarkantha, Arvalli

7 17-02-17 Godhara Panchmahal, 9,863 78 7,542

  Dahod,

  Mahisagar, Kheda

8   174 6,297 15-02-17 Jamanagar Jamnagar, 8,113

  Devbhoomi 

  Dvaraka

9     13-02-17 Morbi Morbi, 5,877 65 4,782

  Surendranagar

10 13-02-17 Vapi Valsad, Dang,  6,866 178 4,732

  Navsari

11 13-02-17 Mahesana Mahesana, 5,744 66 4,658

  Patan,

  Banaskantha

12 13-02-17 Gandhidham Kuttch 6,272 102 4,028

Total   1,43,942 2,184 1,09,520
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On February 21, 2017, Hon'ble Deputy Chief 

Minister of Gujarat Shri Nitin Patel, presented the 

budget for 2017-18, the rst under the leadership 

of Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani. 

Speaking on the occasion, CM Rupani called it a 

balanced budget, which had addressed the issues 

of all sections of society and provided aid to all 

regions of the state. It is for this reason that the 

central theme of this year's budget has been in the 

words of Deputy CM Patel, to “Optimize inclusive 

development of human resources and trunk 

infrastructure through effective and transparent 

implementation.”

The budget outlay for 2017-18 stands at Rs. 

1,72,179.24 Crore which is a full Rs.20,327.31 

Crore higher than the outlay for the budget of 

previous year. Demonetization was one of the most 

revolutionary decisions taken by the Central 

government in the previous year. Despite fears that 

this would reduce the state's revenue, Gujarat's 

revenue has actually increased in the past year, 

particularly from VAT (Value Added Tax), as more 

tax payers have come under the tax net. VAT 

Income for Gujarat from November 2015 to January 

2 0 1 6  w a s  R s . 1 0 , 1 9 8  C r o r e .  A f t e r  t h e 

announcement of demonetization, on November 8, 

VAT income from November 2016 to January 2017 

was Rs.12,424 Crore, an increase of 21.83%. 
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The Government is making sincere efforts to 

improve educational standards further both in 

terms of coverage and quality. The impact on 

primary education has been exemplary and 

determined efforts are being made to take it 

forward to higher levels of education, for which 

budgetary provision of Rs 25000 Crore is made, 

which is Rs 1185 Crore higher than previous year. 

Mukhyamantri Yuva Swavalamban Yojna : 

Will benet about 82,08,000 students and Rs 

1,100 Crore is allocated for providing the 

following benets

Ÿ Free text books and assistance for uniform to all 

60,60,000 students of primary school 

Ÿ Free text books to all 21,03,000 students of 

secondary and higher secondary schools 

Ÿ Financial support for tuition fees, mess and 

hostel facilities to all 45,000 students of higher 

education. 

Ÿ In addition to 50% assistance in tuition fees 

under Mukhyamantri Yuva Swavalamban 

Yojana, female students of self nanced medical 

colleges will get 50% assistance in tuition fees 

from Kanya Kelvani Nidhi, making medical 

education free for female students 

Tablets for students: 

About 3,50,000 students passing this year's 12th 

board exams and taking admission in colleges and 

polytechnics will be provided with tablets at the 

token price of just Rupees 1,000, for which an 

allocation of Rs 200 Crore has been made.

Digischool initiative:

A sum total of Rs 261 Crore is allocated for 

promoting Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) based education at all levels of 

education. Some such initiatives are: 

Ÿ 84,000 students of 2400 from 7th and 8th 

standard in 1200 primary schools will have 

access to smart classes through computers, 

smart interactive boards, IR camera, projector 

and digital pen. From this list, students of 100 

schools will be given tablets and the students in 

remaining schools will be given tablets through 

CSR.

Ÿ E-learning based second level smart schools 

with internet connectivity will be set up for 

primary, secondary and higher secondary 

schools. 

Ÿ Digital Education Learning (DEL) lab will be set 

up in additional 37 colleges to conduct on-line 

exams and set up language learning centers. 

Ÿ Improving quality of all levels of education 

Ÿ Rs 440 Crore has been allocated for improving 

quality of all levels of education. Some initiatives 

under this are:

Education

Ÿ 7,44,152 girl students of class 9–12 will be 

provided free education in 5374 GIA schools.

Ÿ To make primary education more interesting, 

personalized to the student's taste and pace, 

teaching learning aids in 25000 Prajna schools 

for 22 lakh students and for Class 1-4 will be 

provided. 

Ÿ Primary education will be provided to 1,46,000 

students in private schools under RTE Act. 

Ÿ New schools will be opened in tribal and 

farfetched regions of the state

Ÿ 7233 visiting teachers for teaching Math and 

Science in secondary and higher secondary 

schools will be engaged. 

Ÿ Interest subvention during moratorium period 

on education loan for availing higher education 

in foreign Universities

Educational Infrastructure Improvement

Rs 900 Crore has been allocated for construction 

of quality education infrastructure like:

Ÿ 6500 new primary school rooms under Sarva 

Siksha Abhiyan

Ÿ Four mobile science laboratories that will 

benet about 3,60,000 students. 

Ÿ Construction of new government schools and 

colleges

Special Incentives

Ÿ Rs 166 Crore has been allocated for sections of 

the society that require special incentives for 

education like: 

Ÿ Parents and guardians of 5.75 lakh girl students 

of primary schools in 14 tribal districts will be 

provided with grains under “Anna Triveni” 

scheme. 

Ÿ 4,81,642 students of primary schools in 26 

developing talukas of 12 districts will be 

provided with avored milk for 200 days in a 

year. 
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The Gujarat government has been one of India's 

leading states in terms of tribal development, 

particularly through schemes such as Vanbandhu 

Kalyan Yojana (VKY). The reason for its success 

has been due to the focus on the integrated, 

holistic and inclusive development of tribal 

communities in sectors related to livelihood, 

education, health, housing, drinking water, 

irrigation and access to basic facilities. VKY today 

has been adopted as a Central Sector scheme, in 

the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

For  the 2017-18 budget ,  the Gujarat 

government has allocated Rs. 2000 Crore to 

Tribal Deelopement, over Rs.220 Crore higher 

than last year. In addition, the government has 

also made a provision of Rs.12,560 Crore for the 

Van Bandhu Kalyan Yojana, representing an 

increase of Rs.1,465 Crore from last year. 

In this budget, the Gujarat government has 

focused on empowering the tribal population 

and bringing them to the mainstream. For this 

purpose, they have focused on education, and in 

the budget, the government has allocated a total 

of Rs.990 Crore for some of the following 

initiatives:-

Ÿ Establishing a Tribal University in Narmada.

Ÿ Rs. 139 Crore to be allocated to provide pre-

metric scholarships to 15 Lakh students. 

Rs.231 Crore allocated to provide post 

metric scholarships to 2 Lakh students. 

Ÿ Buildings for 50 Grant-in-aid Ashram Shalas 

will be constructed.

Ÿ Rs. 7.30 Crore will be allocated to cover 1200 

bright students under talent pool scheme.

Ÿ 4 New hostels will be constructed at Zalod, 

Umarpada and Vankal.

The Gujarat government understands that the 

health issues faced by tribals are unique. To 

address this, under the Doodh Sanjivani Yojana, 3 

blocks of Garudeshwar, Bodeli and Dolvan have 

been added to the existing 49 blocks. The 

scheme, which caters to 12 lakh students, has 

been allocated Rs.116 Crore under the new 

budget. 

The Gujarat government has also made further 

interventions through the following initiatives:-

Ÿ Allocation of Rs.15 Crore to provide 

assistance for patients suffering from T.B, 

cancer, leprosy and sickle cell anaemia.

Ÿ Provision of Rs.75 Crore for providing self 

employment to tribal youth.

Maintaining its commitment towards women 

empowerment,  the Gujarat  government 

presented a fourth consecutive gender budget. 

This budget was allocated Rs. 56,491.89 Crore 

representing an increase of Rs.5907.31 Crore from 

last year's budget. 

For the nutrition and general well being of women 

and children, the budget has made a provision of 

Rs.2800 Crore, which represents an increase of 

Rs.185 Crore. 

Some of the major provisions in the budgets include 

the following:-

Ÿ 15% increase in monthly remuneration for 

Anganwadi and Tedaghar workers, as well as 

mini Anganwadi workers. Anganwadi Workers 

will now get- Rs.5500, Tedaghar-Rs.2800 and 

M i n i  A a n g a n w a d i - R s . 3 2 0 0  m o n t h l y. 

Government will bear an additional cost of Rs. 

65 Crore.

Ÿ Provision for improvement in health and 

nutrition status of 5,52,800 pregnant and 

lactating  mothers in the state of Gujarat through 

nancial assistance of Rs.6000, at the time of 

child birth under Matrutva Sahyog Yojana.

Ÿ Provision of milk for 13 lakh children and 

mothers of 102 blocks of 20 districts under 

Doodh Sanjeevani Scheme.

Ÿ Provision for one full meal at Aanganwadi 

centers of 5 districts on pilot basis to benet 

27,555 pregnant and lactating mothers under 

spot feeding scheme.

Ÿ Provision for life insurance cover of Rs.50,000 

for 93259 Aanganwadi workers and helpers.

Ÿ Provision for female police mitra/volunteers in 

1041 village panchayats of 2 districts for acting as 

a link between society and police to prevent 

domestic violence, child marriage and dowry 

related violence

18March 2017 19 March 2017
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In the last decade and hal f,  the Gujarat 

government's aim has focused on holistic 

development of all aspects of its health delivery 

system. From the time a person is born, till they 

reach old-age, the Gujarat government, has 

focused on putting institutional mechanisms in place 

to develop its health system and provide the best 

possible services to its citizens. In the current 

budget, the government has made an allocation of 

Rs. 8800 Crore. 

For Maternal and Child Care, the budget allocation 

this year has been Rs.119.15 Crore, and it has 

focused on some of the following initiatives:-

Ÿ To make blood supply available during obstetric 

emergencies and trauma care, 9 new blood 

banks at district hospitals and 41 new blood 

storage units at sub-district hospitals will be set 

up.

Ÿ Under Chiranjeevi Yojana, services of private 

gynaecologists will be provided to pregnant and 

lactating mothers of BPL, SC & ST families.

Ÿ To reduce Infant Mortality Rate in high priority 

area due to low birth weight, paediatric 

treatment and special care has been made 

available.

Ÿ Services of private paediatrician are made 

available for new born babies under Bal Sakha 

scheme.

 Due to the constant challenge faced by the arrival of 

vector borne diseases like malaria and dengue, the 

Gujarat government has taken up the challenge of 

“eliminating vector borne disease” from Gujarat by 

2022. Measures include, intense measures of 

vector control, extensive screening, close 

monitoring, early diagnosis and treatment and 

public awareness campaigns. A provision of Rs. 102 

Crore has been made available for this campaign.

The budget has increased the coverage of the Ma 

Amrutam and Ma Vatsalya scheme by raising its 

annual family income limit from Rs. 1.20 Lakh to Rs. 

1.50 Lakh. Furthermore, the government has 

expanded the scope of the ailments it covers, also 

adding neurological ailments and additional 

oncology procedures. The budget's allocation for 

this scheme is Rs. 500 Crore. 

With regard to medical services and medical 

education, the budget has made the following 

allocations:-

Ÿ For upgradation and modernization of civil 

hospital of Ahmedabad, Rs.129 Crore has been 

provided for installing state of the art equipment 

and appointing medical staff.

Ÿ To strengthen Gujarat Cancer and Research 

Institute and Ophthalmology Institute at 

Ahmedabad, Rs. 80 Crore has been provided.

Ÿ For providing free treatment to BPL and lower 

income families at cancer, kidney and cardiac 

public institutions, Rs.40 Crore has been 

provided.

Rs. 100 Crore has been provided for setting up a 

paediatric cardiac services centre at U N Mehta 

Institute of Cardiology, Ahmedabad.

HEALTH &
FAMILY WELFARE
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and appointing medical staff.
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Institute and Ophthalmology Institute at 

Ahmedabad, Rs. 80 Crore has been provided.

Ÿ For providing free treatment to BPL and lower 
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paediatric cardiac services centre at U N Mehta 

Institute of Cardiology, Ahmedabad.
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The Budget has made an allocation of Rs.6400 
Crore for Agriculture, Cooperation and allied 
activities, representing an increase of Rs. 608 Crore 
from last year. In recognition of the Gujarat 
government's eternal commitment to the welfare 
of the farmers, the “Agriculture and Cooperation 
Department” has been renamed the “Agriculture, 
Cooperation and Farmers Welfare Department”.
Gujarat's policy with regard to agriculture has 
always focused on making every step more every 
step of the agricultural process more efcient. Its 
policy of ensuring an efcient process from the time 
the crop is sown, till the time the product reaches 
the consumer's plate, has ensured rich dividends for 
the state. 
In this regard, the Gujarat government has made 
provisions for each step of the farming process. 
W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l   n a n c e , 
infrastructure and risk management, the budget 
has some of the following important provisions:-

Ÿ Increase in scope of Micro-irrigation scheme, 
which has immensely benetted farmers. State 
assistance increased from 50% to 70% for SC 
farmers and 75% to 85% for ST farmers. Rs. 
313 Crore has been allocated for this purpose 
for 1,70,515 hectares of land benetting 
1,00,000 farmers.

Ÿ Rs. 80 Crore has been allocated to link 
cooperative credit structure with core banking 
system and provide Rupay debit card to farmers. 

Ÿ Price stability fund has been setup to ensure 
minimum support price for cereals, pulses and 
vegetables.

Ÿ Government provides 3% interest subvention 
on timely repayment of crop loans and 2% 
interest subvention for crop loans obtained 
under rural cooperative credit set up. As a result, 
about 14 lakh farmers get crop loan merely at 
1% interest, for which Rs. 500 Crore has been 
allocated.

Ÿ Rs.365 Crore has been allocated for Rashtriya 
Krishi Vikas Yojana.

The Gujarat government has introduced the 
following measures in the budget, with regard to 
farm inputs and farm mechanization, for which 
Rs.418 Crore has been allocated. Some of the 
most important measures include:-
Ÿ 60,000 hand tool kits for small, marginal and SC, 

ST farmers.
Ÿ Support for farm mechanization, farm inputs, 

training and demonstration to 1,57,500 farmers 
under various schemes.

Ÿ Assistance for planting material needed for 
horticulture has been enhanced from 50% to 
90%, to promote diversication and high value 
horticulture.

Ÿ Support given to 24,000 farmers to purchase 
tractors.

The budget has allocated Rs.92 Crore for the 
marketing of agricultural produce. Some of the 
most important initiatives include the following:-
Ÿ 2,40,000 MT Storage capacity for agricultural 

produce will be added by constructing 50 
godowns at APMCs (Agricultural Produce 
Marketing Committee) and 1000 godowns at 
Primary Agricultural Credit Society, this year.

Ÿ e-National Agricultural Market facilities for on-
line auction will be made available in 60 
additional APMCs which will connect 100 
APMCs and bring more buyers and sellers onto 
this platform.

Ÿ Assistance for facilities like auction shed, internal 
roads, weighbridge, sale cum demonstration 
center will be provided to APMCs.

For the animal husbandry sector, the Gujarat 
government has made the following allocations 
for the dairy sector:-
Ÿ Village level dairy milk cooperatives will be 

provided assistance for 375 auto milk collection 
system, 125 bulk coolers, 225 Doodh Ghars 
and 325 equipments to check milk adulteration. 
Beneciaries will be assisted for insurance 
premium of 2400 cattle and procurement of 
cattle feed for 10000 pregnant cattle.

Ÿ Rs. 20 Crore has been allocated for assistance to 
6 district milk cooperative unions for area 
specic mineral mixture plants and 2 unions for 
setting up cattle feed plants.

To promote organic agriculture, the Gujarat 
government has allocated Rs.82 Crore in the 
budget and will be setting up an Organic Agriculture 
University. 

AGRICULTURE & 
CO-OPERATION
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In stark contrast to other states in India, Gujarat is one 

of the few states in India that is power surplus. Thanks 

to the power sector reforms carried out by the 

government led by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi, during his tenure as Chief Minister, 

Gujarat is now able to provide 24/7 power to both its 

rural and urban populace. 

In the current budget, the government has made a 

provision of Rs.8100 Crore, representing an increase 

of Rs.300 Crore from the previous budget. Gujarat's 

current power generation capacity stands at 25,256 

MW. The Government proposes to increase this by 

2540 MW, by 2020. 

The following are the major provisions of the 

budget for the energy sector:-

Ÿ Gujarat government has been providing on an 

average one lakh agricultural power connections 

annually for the last 3 years. This year a provision of 

Rs.2000 Crore has been made for 1,25,000 

agricultural connections. 

Ÿ Gujarat government provides subsidized power to 

farmers to reduce cost of agricultural inputs. 

Current allocation is Rs.4011 Crore. Rs.400 Crore 

has been allocated for free power to water works 

of all village panchayats. 

Ÿ Rs.2592 Crore has been allocated to setup 2716 

circuit kilometres of new power transmissions lines 

and 100 new power substations.

Ÿ Assistance provided to 4,500 farmers for installing 

solar pump sets. Furthermore, 12000 Solar PV 

Systems will be installed under "Solar Home 

Lighting Scheme". Rs. 181 Crore has been 

allocated for both these initiatives. 

Ÿ In 2017-18, about 130,000 household PNG 

connections will be given and 50 CNG stations will 

be established by Gujarat Gas Ltd.

Energy 
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The budget has also made provision of Rs. 118 

Crore for the following initiatives:-

Ÿ Training and sensitization of PT Teachers of 

more than 1000 schools under School Sports 

Contact programme.

Ÿ Construction of hostel for 400 residents at 

Swarnim Gujarat Sports University.

Ÿ Jyotirmay Ambubhai Purani Awards and 

equipments for renowned wrestlers dedicated 

to Akhada.

Ÿ Increase nancial assistance support being 

provided by Government for grant-in-aid 

libraries by 50%, with a provision of Rs.3.81 

Crore.

Inclusive Growth for All: Budget 2017-18

The 2017-18 Budget was in the words of CM 

Rupani a 'Balanced and Complete Budget', as it has 

managed to extend the benets of the state's 

growth to every stratum of society. Regardless of 

whether they were farmers, industrialists, rural 

poor, urban poor, tribals, youth etc, the budget 

catered to the needs of everyone and left no one 

behind. As Gujarat continues on its path of 

development, by opening new avenues of growth 

for its populace, it has ensured that it future 

development will be greater than ever before. 

The Gujarat government has undertaken 

numerous schemes in the last few years to identify 

and nurture talented youth, particularly in sports. 

One of the most successful schemes in this regard 

has been the Khel Mahakumbh. Created in 2010, 

this grand sporting event has seen 7 editions and 

has been highly successful in not only identifying 

talent, but also in developing Gujarat's sports 

infrastructure, from the village to the state level.

This year's budget has made an allocation of 

Rs.600 Crore for Sports, Youth and Cultural 

Activities, and it is worth noting that Deputy CM 

Patel has proposed organizing a state level Kala 

Maha Kumbh ,and has allocated Rs. 10 Crore to it. 
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This integrated township has a 
population of 5000, and a oating 
population of 10,000 every day. It 
also includes facilities such as a 
l a r g e  S h o p p i n g  c e n t r e , 
restaurants, eateries, schools and 
colleges, hospital, stadium, guest 
houses, etc.  All transactions in the 
town are carried out through 
cashless means, for example Paan 
Shops, laundry shops and cycle 
r e p a i r  s h o p s ,  c a r r y  o u t 
transactions through PoS (Point of 
Sale) machines. These shops also 
utilize E-wallet services such as 
BHIM, UPI, SBI buddy, etc. It is 
also worth noting that even during 
the construction of the township, 
trucks carrying raw material and 
taking back nished products like 

f e r t i l i z e r s  a n d 
chemicals, were 
m a n d a t e d  b y 
GNFC to use post 
fast/debit cards for 
payment of Toll 
Tax. 

In recognition of 
the achievement of 
this achievement, 
the NITI Ayog has 
decided to adopt 
the GNFC's model 
for adoption in other parts of the 
country. NITI Ayog has decided 
that a massive campaign shall be 
launched from March 1, 2017 for 
2 months to make the integrated 
Townships of oil reneries, major 
i n d u s t r i e s ,  c a n t o n m e n t s , 
paramilitary forces and fertilizer 
companies totalling over 1,000 
with a population of a few Crores 
to go 100% cashless.

In addition, CM Rupani has stated 
that following the success of the 
GNFC model ,  the Gujarat 
government will now begin work 
on adopting its model in 180 other 

townships across the state. These 
w i l l  b e  t o w n s h i p s  w i t h  a 
population of 5 lakhs, 35 are 
located within the Bharuch 
district. The Chief Minister also 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  G N F C 
management, as well as the 
continuous co-operation and 
hard work of the township's 
residents particularly its women 
and its small business units, in 
order to achieve 100% cashless 
transactions. CM Rupani stated 
that it would serve as a source of 
pride and inspiration for both 
Gujarat and the nation as a whole.  

Gujarat Welcomes First Fully Cashless and
Digitally Integrated Township at Bharuch

In the last few years, Gujarat has 
been the guiding light for the rest 
of the country in implementing e-
governance policies. For the State 
government, the driving force 
behind many of its successful 
initiatives has been the idea the 
twin ideas of 'Good governance 
through e-governance'  and 
' M i n i m u m  g o v e r n m e n t , 
Maximum Governance'. Through 
t h i s  p o l i c y  t h e  G u j a r a t 
government managed to achieve 
s i g n i  c a n t   r s t s ,  s u c h  a s 

connecting the 32 villages of the 
Khedbrahma taluka with high-
speed internet connectivity, and 
making the entire district of 
Modasa Wi- enabled. The 
Government's policies also led to 
the creation of the rst fully digital 
village of Akodara, in the district of 
Himmatnagar.

On February 13, 2017, the 
Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilizers 
& Chemicals Limited (GNFC), 
took its digital infrastructure to the 
next level by announcing the 

launch of India's rst 100% 
Cashless Township at Bharuch. 
GNFC is a joint sector enterprise 
promoted by the Government of 
Gujarat and the Gujarat State 
Fertilizers & Chemicals Ltd and 
was setup in Bharuch, in 1976. 
The township was formally 
launched by Hon'ble Chief 
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani and 
present alongside him was Union 
Minister of Minister of Labour and 
Emp loyment  Shr i  Bandaru 
Dattatreya. 

28March 2017 29 March 2017

CASHLESS ECONOMY
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Q. You were born into a family of farmers and have 

been involved in both agriculture and business. 

Which of these elds interest you more?

A. I have always been interested in both elds. In fact, I feel 

in some ways they are both complementary to one another 

and we cannot separate them. I have been attached to the 

eld of agriculture since childhood, but it is when I was in 

college that I engaged myself in farming with all my effort. 

Farming gives me a sense of joy and peace and it helps me 

re-establish my connection, with my roots. Farming also 

teaches us to love our land, and it also cultivates, within us, 

the love for our country. 

My family was engaged in the business of farming. During his 

time as a farmer, my father used modern methods of 

farming to grow papaya and sugarcane. He had an image of 

a progressive farmer, in his community. When growing 

sugarcane, he only selected the best breeds of sugarcane, 

which were likely to get the highest yields for use. During 

my years in secondary school and college, I was engaged in 

farming with my family. My family usually designated me 

with the task of collecting the most useful tools and 

necessary implements that would be utilized for farming, for 

our business. This is why, I can condently, say that both 

business and farming are close to my heart. 

Q. Your life as a public servant surely keeps you 

very busy and on the move. How do you generally 

start your day? Do you exercise or do Yoga to stay 

t?

A. You are correct in saying that the life of a public servant is 

hectic, and I often nd it difcult to nd time for myself. My 

daily routine usually does not leave me with much time to 

either do Yoga or any Pranayam of any form. I consider my 

work to be my greatest religion and it has been the mantra 

of my life as well. Every day, I begin my day with a wish to do 

as much as I can for every single citizen of Gujarat. I have 

always done my hardest to ensure, that I solve the 

problems of as many people of Gujarat as possible. 
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Q. Where did you complete your primary, 

secondary and college education from?

A. I completed my education from the time of my 

primary education, till college, from the town of Jam 

Jodhpur. 

Q. Do you have any event in your childhood or 

your adolescence,  which you consider 

signicant?

A. When I was studying in secondary school, there were 

very few two-wheelers or four-wheelers in our 

neighbourhood. At that time, it was my desire to own a 

Bullet motorcycle. Whenever, a Bullet would go past our 

neighbourhood, my mind was always lled with the wish, 

that one day I too would own a Bullet. I wanted the 

motorcycle so badly, that I made a bet with two of my 

closest friends on a plain piece of paper, as to which one 

of us would be the rst to buy a Bullet. All three of us, 

wrote down the bet, and we all signed our names on the 

paper. This was around, 1974-75 and I feel happy to tell 

you that around 1977, I managed to buy a Bullet for 

myself. After this I travelled a lot with my Bullet 

motorcycle. At that time, our house also had a tractor. 

Whenever we needed spare parts for our tractor, which 

at that time weren't available in Rajkot, I used to travel to 

Ahmedabad on my bike. This moment, is the one that is 

closest to my heart. 

Q. Who do you consider as your role model in life?

A. I consider Shri Shyama Prasad Mukherjee as my role 

model. I believe in his ideology and I have strived to 

follow it all my life. Since Secondary school, I have been 

attached to the views of Shri Shyama Prasad. I have also 

been deeply affected by the thoughts and ideas of Shri 

Sardar Vallabhai Patel, who was also the son of a farmer. 

Alongside them, I have also been heavily inuenced by 

the working style of Shri Narendrabhai Modi.

When I was elected as an MLA in 1995, I was given the 

chance to work under the leadership of Shri Keshubhai 

Patel. After this, when the government of Shri 

Narendrabhai Modi came to power, I was given the 

charge of Road and Building (Independent Charge). 

During that time, I observed Shri Narendrabhai Modi's 

work ethic rst hand. With regard to development, he 

always worked with passion and dedication. Whenever 

he was given any work, he ensured that it was nished on 

time. The art of facing consistent challenges and hardships 

and winning despite all odds, that is an art that only Shri 

Narendrabhai Modi has mastered. I have learnt a lot from 

him.  

Q. When did you rst enter politics?

A. I still vividly recall the incident that triggered my 

entrance into politics. It was between 1977-78, in the 

districts of Bhayavadar, Upleta, Jam Jodhpur and Dhoraji, 

that there was a huge surplus in the output of onions. 

That year, farmers were getting very low prices for their 

onions they were selling. Because of the low prices in the 

market, the then government at the centre bought 

onions at a price of Rs.8. At that time, farmers were not 

receiving the help they should have received from 

ofcials of various government co-operatives, and due to 

which the problems got worse. My family also cultivated 

onions on over 16 acres of land and we were only able to 

sell our stock to N.A.F.E.D (National Agricultural 

Cooperative Marketing Federation of India). I was 

constantly in touch with the ofcials of various co-

operatives for over 30 days to nd a solution but we were 

unable to nd a way.

Seeing this grave injustice done to the farmers, left me 

disappointed and distressed and affected my conscience 

at a personal level. There was considerable resentment 

against the Government at the centre at the time. I 

turned my own opposition against the government's 

policies into a life dedicated to public service and I swore 

that I would spend the rest of my life serving the people to 

the best of my abilities. I did not enter politics, but instead 

was given entrance into it by the will of the people of 

Rapid Fire Round
Q. What's your favourite colour?

A. Saffron

Q. Which is your favourite book?

A. Saurashtrini Rasdhar

Q. Who is your favourite author?

A. Shri Javerchand Meghani

Q. What kind of cuisine do you like?

A. I like extremely simple food like 

subzi-roti, papad and chachh. I 

really enjoy mangoes for sweet.

Q. Who is your favourite artist?

A. Shri Manoj Kumar

Q. Which is your favourite song?

A. Mere desh ki dharti sona ugle, 

ugle heere moti, mere desh ki 

dharti…

Q. Which is your favourite dance 

form?

A. Raas Garba

Q. Which is your favourite tourist 

spot?

A. I really like places that are close 

to nature.  Ghumli in Bhanavad 

taluka is one of my favourite 

destinations.
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Gujarat.  I won my rst election in Sahakari Mandali, in 

order to represent the farmers. This was the beginning of 

my political career. The rst political post of my career 

was that of the Chairman of the Seva Sahakari Mandali. 

Following this the people gave me the chance to help 

them once more and elected me to run the municipality 

of Jam Jodhpur.

Q. You have travelled to countries like Japan, 

Germany and the U.S and learned of the various 

different types of agricultural techniques 

utilized there. Have your experiences inuenced 

any part of Gujarat's Agricultural Policy 2016?

A. Yes denitely. In various parts of the world, new 

agricultural techniques are constantly being created. 

Today, in the more developed parts of the world, 

modern techniques such as drip irrigation, green house, 

net house and utilizing high quality seeds are being 

utilized. This is why we kept all of these issues in mind, 

while creating our Agricultural Policy 2016. Our aim is to 

give farmers maximum benets, at the least possible 

expenditure, and we are moving ahead with full 

determination.

Q. What steps have been taken by the state 

government to take the agriculture of Gujarat 

to a new height by giving it a modern form? 

A . Time and patience is required to change any tradition. 

The agricultural techniques are age old in our country. 

Whereby, farmers are not receiving the best output due 

to the changing environment and climate.  Recognizing 

this, Hon'ble Shri Narendrabhai Modi launched several 

commendable initiatives, plans and campaigns to 

transform the traditional agricultural techniques into 

modern agriculture. In 2005, Hon'ble Shri Narendrabhai 

started the agricultural festival to provide the agricultural 

sector with a new medium of revenue generation and 

doubling the farmers' income.  Under this campaign, 

farmers are also being made aware about the modern 

technology by sending agronomists to the villages. Shri 

Narendrabhai discussed with agricultural scientists, the 

option of chemical fertilizer. The scientists suggested that 

required amount of fertilizer should be used after getting 

the soil tested. As a result, Shri Narendrabhai decided to 

provide soil health card to the farmers. Under this 

program, farmers are being conveyed with information 

about the amount of fertilizers to be used post the soil 

testing. Soil health cards not only cut the farmers' 

expenses, but also helped prevent damage to the soil 

from chemical fertilizers. Apart from this, we also 

organize “Krishi Melas” – agricultural fairs, wherein we 

provide the information pertaining to the various modern 

techniques of agriculture to the farmers. Similarly, we 

provide new seeds as well as advanced techniques that 

are being researched at agricultural universities to the 

farmers through agricultural fairs and the farmers are 

yielding more production and gaining higher prots at a 

lower price.  You'll be glad to know that the state is 

developing at a double-digit growth rate in the agrarian 

sector. With all due respect, I can say that good and 

positive results are coming in with our efforts.  

Q. What efforts have been made by you to 

ensure availability of vegetables and fruits at 

cheaper prices? 

A. We have created a direct market by eliminating the 

middlemen between the vegetables & fruits producer 

farmers and the customers. My department has taken a 

decision that if the farmers sell their vegetables and fruits 

in schools on holidays, i.e. on Sundays, the customers will 

get varieties of vegetables and fruits at a specied place at 

very fair prices.   We are receiving a good response to this 

decision. People like this and the farmers are also getting a 

reasonable price. 

Q. The government of Gujarat has decided to 

give 3% extra premium apart from the 

insurance cover given under Pradhan Mantri 

Fasal Bima Yojna. How much is it going to 

benet the farmers of Gujarat?  

A. The Government of Gujarat has always adopted 

various types of schemes/ strategies to encourage the 

farmers. Taking this forward, we decided under the 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna that the farmers will 

need to pay only 2% premium in place of the earlier 5% 

premium for the annual commercial and annual 

horticulture crop for the Kharif season and the remaining 

3% will be paid by the state government. All the farmers 

of Gujarat are extremely content with this decision of the 

government. The insurance claim worth Rs 1795 crore 

for the year 2015 has already been paid to 3.61 lakh 

farmers.   Earlier, due to accidental damage of crops 

young farmers were abandoning agriculture to seek 

other livelihood options. But, now the decision taken by 

us has provided them with a sense of security against the 

possibility of a bad crop.  The Gujarat Government has 

always stood by their side. Also, I want to give a message 

to all the farmers of my state that my government is fully 

committed to your development and we will continually 

work to improve the state of Gujarat in the agricultural 

sector. 
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Q. The Government of Gujarat has taken a 

revolutionary decision to provide another 

electricity connection to the farmers in addition 

to the existing one. The farmers of the state are 

very happy with this decision. What do you think 

would be the impact of this decision?

A. I think that being the Minister of Agriculture and 

Energy, it is my moral obligation to overcome the 

problems of the farmers. We had received multiple 

complaints from the farmers that they were unable to 

provide proper irrigation to their crops due to erratic 

rainfall. For instance, Kutch and Saurashtra are water 

scarce areas. Though the big farmers have even 15 

horsepower motor connections, they are unable to 

make an optimum use of this motor just because of the 

scarcity of water in the well. This forces them to drill bore 

wells and install additional 7.5 HP motors. But earlier one 

could run only a single motor per connection and as a 

result the electricity ofcers penalized the farmers for the 

electricity theft. We had received complaints from many 

farmers that in-spite of paying their electricity bills on 

time, they have to pay the penalties. So, we resolved this 

problem by providing the farmers with an arrangement 

to run two motors on a single connection, and the 

farmers are happy to get this relief.   Under this policy, if a 

farmer has a survey number of more than 8 acre of land, 

then it is adjudicated that he can operate two motors on a 

single electrical connector.  We have decided in 

consultation with senior ofcials of Agriculture 

department and professors of Agriculture Universities 

that it will be necessary to have more than 8 acres of land 

for the second connection. I am sure that this 

revolutionary decision will bring a radical change in 

Gujarat's agriculture and the lives of the farmers in the 

future.  

Q. The Government of Gujarat was the best 

performer under the Ujala Yojna of the central 

government. What are your views on this 

achievement?  

A. Yes, of course. I am glad that not only Ujala Yojna but 

Gujarat demonstrated excellent implementation of many 

other schemes launched by the central government.  As 

far as Ujala Yojna is concerned, it was conceptualized by 

Shri Narendrabhai. When he was the chief minister of 

Gujarat, he concentrated on the energy saving and as a 

result, today the state of Gujarat has become a power 

surplus state.  Shri Narendrabhai applied this policy in the 

entire nation. A massive push is being delivered through 

the Ujala Yojana. The LED bulbs which earlier cost Rs 

300-350, are now being made available at merely Rs 70. 

Serious effort is being made to create awareness 

regarding power saving among the citizens.  We should 

also praise the people for enthusiastically welcoming the 

schemes and drives launched by Hon'ble Narendrabhai. 

Thus the credit for the success of Ujala Yojna also goes to 

the Public. 

Talking about Gujarat, it is identied with electrication.  

This is the reason why the Ujala Yojana of Shri Narendra 

Bhai was heartily welcomed by Gujarat and prompt 

results followed. I would like to thank the citizens of 

Gujarat for eagerly contributing to the success of this 

yojana which has added another feather to Gujarat's hat. 

Gujarat government is providing LED bulbs at mere 65 

rupees. 3.1 Crore LED bulbs have been distributed 

across Gujarat till date. One can imagine the amount of 

electricity being saved as a result of this. Recently at the 

Kisan Sammelan on the 25th of January, 20 volt tube lights 

were distributed among the farmers. These tube lights 

cost approximately 700-800 rupees in the market but the 

government is making them available at just Rs 210. 

Similarly the commonly available fans consume 80-90 

volts and cost Rs 1800-1900, but the Gujarat 

Government is providing fans for Rs 1110 that consume 

only 50 volts. These are some of the ways in which we 

are conserving electricity. 

Q. Gujarat is now using LED streetlights in its 

Corporations and Municipal Corporations. 

What inspired this decision?

A. Gujarat is well known for its innovative ideas. This is 

what makes it a role model for other states. Street lights, 

although consume a lot of electricity, are indispensable. 

Hence it is important to make them energy efcient. Use 

of LED streetlight is one of the best ways to achieve this 

efciency as against using the 200- 250 volt light bulbs. 

For this purpose, we have distributed LED streetlights in 

8 Municipal Corporations and 152 Municipalities of the 

state. I believe that if India is to become a power surplus 

nation, a lot of such power conservation initiatives will 

have to be implemented.

Q. Kindly tell us something about how Gujarat 

has managed to become a power surplus state.

A. I'm sure you are aware of the water scarcity in the 

state. In spite of this Gujarat is a power surplus state. I 

believe this is no less than a miracle. This miracle is a 

testament to the potent governance by our Hon'ble 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. He has proved that 

development is possible despite limited resources. 

Gujarat used to produce about 6-6.5 thousand 

megawatt of electricity in 1995 through the use of coal, 

lignite, hydro and naphtha. To ensure availability of 

electricity to farmers across the state, Shri Narendra 

Modi adopted power planning. As a result of timely 

implementation of this plan, Gujarat has emerged as a 

power surplus state. Today, the state generates 25,256 

MW of electricity through both conventional and 

unconventional means while its demand stands at mere 

15,000-15,500 MW. Gujarat will remain power surplus 

even if its annual consumption grows by 6% till 2022.

Q. What message would you like to give for the 

farmers of Gujarat?

A. The farmers of Gujarat are extremely hardworking 

and optimistic. The strength in their arms will shape the 

future of Gujarat. I want to appeal to my farmer brothers 

that they can always reach out to me in case of any 

distress. Being a minister doesn't make me special or out 

of reach of the citizens. I am one of you and am here just 

to serve you. I am available to you even over the 

telephone. In case I am unable to answer any call, I make 

sure to call back. Whenever I nd time, I meet my friends 

at Ravikrishi Kendra. People coming to see me even at 2 

in the night are heartily welcomed and served dinner as 

well. There is not even the need for any request letter to 

meet me at my ofce. My farmer brothers can come to 

meet me whenever they please. I appeal to all my farmer 

brothers to avoid the use of chemicals and pesticides in 

order to improve the fertility of the farmlands. I request 

my brothers to adopt modern techniques of agriculture 

which require less water, less investment, fewer efforts 

and result in better produce plus more prots. I appeal to 

the farmers to make best use of the various farmer 

friendly schemes of the government and contribute 

towards making Gujarat an agriculturally prosperous 

state. 
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towards making Gujarat an agriculturally prosperous 

state. 
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Gujarat's Initiatives in

Women & Child Development

Swami Vivekananda, one of the greatest 
sons of India, quoted that, “There is no 
chance for the welfare of the world unless 
the condition of women is improved.  It is 
not possible for a bird to y on only one 
wing.” Therefore, the inclusion of 
“Women Empowerment' as one of the 
prime goals in the eight Millennium 
Development Goals underscores the 
relevance of this fact. Thus, in order to 
achieve the status of a developed country, 
each and every state of India needs to 
transform its colossal women force into an 
effective human resource and this is 
possible only through the empowerment 
of women.
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Abhayam:
Fearless Women in Progressive Gujarat

E m p o w e r i n g  w o m e n  t o 
participate fully in economic life 
across all sectors is essential to 
building stronger economies, 
achieve internationally agreed 
goals for development and 
sustainability, and improve the 
quality of life for women, men, 
families, and communities and the 
nation as a whole.

The state of Gujarat has been one 
of the few states in the country to 
have a dedicated system of 
governance ,  p l ann ing  and 
implementation it this area. 
Var ious campaigns such as 
Abhayam 181, Nari Adalat, 
Integrated Dairy Development 
Program etc have been successful 
in lifting the status of the women 

in all aspects of life. Apart from 
that, reservations for women in 
the Police Dept., Panchayats have 
also been very instrumental in the 
same. These days we also nd 
more and women as bus ticket 
collectors, driving vans for school 
children, showing able leadership 
qualities as Sarpanch of the 
villages and Police ofcers etc.

The GVK EMRI in association 
with Govt. of Gujarat launched a 
dedicated helpline  called the  
Abhayam 181 for all the  women 
in the state on 4th February, 
2014.The helpline, launched in 
collaboration with the home and 
women and ch i ld  we l f a re 
depar tments ,   had  been 
synchronized with the existing 
"1091 - Gujarat Police Helpline" 
and other women-oriented 
services.  Initially, the project had 
been launched on a pilot basis in 
A h m e d a b a d ,  S u r a t  a n d 
Gandhinagar. The program had 
been implemented state wide on 
5th March, 2015 covering all the 
districts (33) of the state. 
This initiative by the state govt. 
was one of its kinds towards 
Women Empowerment which 

has been instrumental in adding 
value to the life of the common 
people. The program has a 24*7 
helpline number, 181, which can 
be accessible through any mobile 
or landline. It is not just used for 
distress calls but also for the 
purpose of counseling, guidance 
and various other situations 
which are likely to cause harm to 
women. Since its inception, this 
noteworthy initiative has been 
effective in uplifting the status of 
women in the state and thereby 
boosting their overall personality 
and condence. This program 
has been like a blessing for 
women across the country. It is 
not state-specic and helps the 
women in need from other states 
as well. 
Recently, a woman from the state 

of West Bengal had been found 
by the ofcers of Abhayam at 
Amreli. On investigating more 
details about her, they got to 
know that she had been mentally 
unstable due to an unfortunate 
incident that took place in her 
family which caused her a severe 
mental agony. After providing her 
the basic facilities, the authorities 
were successful in nding about 
her family and making her reach 
to the hometown safe and sound.
Numerous other examples can 
be s i ted to ta lk about the 
successful output of this program 
which is gaining a full-edged 
momentum day by day thereby 
helping the women in an overall 
growth and development in the 
various aspects of their personal 
and professional life.
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IDDP:
Integrated Dairy Development Program

This project is being implemented 
by seven district cooperative 
unions of the state. Apart from 
milch cattle, complete packages 
of  support inputs are a lso 
provided to the beneciaries 
unde r  t h i s  p ro j e c t .   The 
participatory groups can also avail 
loan facility so that they do not 
have to reach out to other 
expansive sources of credit which 
might lead to their exploitation 

and get them in a debt trap.
Moreover, the govt. is also laying 
an equal emphasis on training and 
awareness generation in order to 
ensure that the participants use 
fo l low the la tes t  sc ient ic 
practices in order to maximize 
their milk yield. The administration 
has developed a 'Gain to all' 
strategy as an integral part of  this 
project which ensures that the 
economic conditions  of the 

participating families improve and 
the dairy co-operatives also gain 
through better infrastructure and 
increased milk availability at no 
extra cost. For the primitive tribal 
groups, IDDP has reached out to 
2,895 families in Songadh and 
Mandvi tribal sub-plan areas 
through a special project cost of 
Rs. 34.08crores wherein they 
received high quality exotic cattle 
for optimum yields.

• Banaskantha (Danta, Amirgadh)
• Sabarkantha (Khedbrahma, Vijaynagar, Poshina)
• Panchmahal (Ghoghamba)
• Dahod (Devgadbariya, Zalod, Dahod, Fatepura, Limkheda, Dhanpur, Garbada)
• Vadodara (Kawant, Chhotaudepur, Naswadi, JetpurPavi, Tilakwada)
• Narmada (Dediyapada, Saagbara, Nandod, Tilakwada)
• Bharuch (Waliya, Jhagadiya, Netrang)
• Surat (Mandvi, Mahua, Umarpada, Mangrol, Bardoli)
• Tapi (Valod, Vyara, Uchhal, Nizar, Songadh)
• Navsari (Vansda, Chikhali)
• Valsad (Kaprada, Dharampur, Umargam, Pardi)
• Dangs (Ahwa, Subir, Waghai)
• Aravalli (Bhiloda, Megharaj, Modasa)
• Mahisagar (Santrampur, Kadana)

One of the major aims of this program 
is to transform dairying into a dynamic 
income generating enterprise for the 
BPL tribal household families so that 
they no longer have to do petty jobs 
here and there and can earn enough 
to feed their family and contribute to 
the GDP of the state and the nation as 
a whole. The Tribal Development 
Department envisaged the income of 
the BPL families in order to bring them 
out of poverty permanently. The 
IDDP started in 2007 and covered 12 
districts of the state namely:
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Nari Adalat: 
In order to safeguard the women 
and their rights and uplift the status 
of women in the social, economic 
and educational sector, the Nari 
Adalat had been started in 2012-
13 in the state of Gujarat. Since its 
inception, the project has spread 
to 248 talukas of the state and 22 
Municipal corporations and city 
c o r p o r a t i o n s ;  t h e  t o t a l 
establishment being 270 in the 
state. This scheme started 
because the govt realized that it 
is of prime importance to ensure 
the growth of women and take 
care of their safety in the state. 

Also, in a patriarchal system, they 
wanted to g ive women a 
pedestal wherein they can freely 
express their concerns and 
i ssues which can be pa id 
attention to for a quicker solution 
of the same .These services are 
being provided to the women 
without any nancial costs 
involved.  'Nari Sammelans' are 
being organized at the taluka 
level through the help of the 
district level panchayats in order 
to make the women aware 
about their rights and give them 
the much needed support in 
order to amel iorate their 
condition. A total of 153 Nari 
Sammelan have been organized 
till January 2017.

Gender Budget - 2017
A total of Rs. 56,491.89 crores have been allocated to 

the Women and Child Development for the year 

2017-18. There has been a 15% increase in the 

monthly remuneration for the Aanganwadi Workers 

and the govt. will bear an additional cost of Rs. 65 

crores. Provisions for improvement in health and 

nutrition status of the 5, 52,800 pregnant and lactating 

women have been made through nancial assistance 

of Rs. 6000 at the time of child birth under Matrutva 

Sahayog Yojana. Moreover, provision of milk for 13 

lakh children and women of 102 blocks of 20 districts 

under the Doodh Sanjeevani Yojana have been done. 

Apart from that, the state government has ensured a 

life insurance cover of Rs. 50,000 for 93,259 

Aanganwadi workers and helpers.



Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

IDDP:
Integrated Dairy Development Program

This project is being implemented 
by seven district cooperative 
unions of the state. Apart from 
milch cattle, complete packages 
of  support inputs are a lso 
provided to the beneciaries 
unde r  t h i s  p ro j e c t .   The 
participatory groups can also avail 
loan facility so that they do not 
have to reach out to other 
expansive sources of credit which 
might lead to their exploitation 

and get them in a debt trap.
Moreover, the govt. is also laying 
an equal emphasis on training and 
awareness generation in order to 
ensure that the participants use 
fo l low the la tes t  sc ient ic 
practices in order to maximize 
their milk yield. The administration 
has developed a 'Gain to all' 
strategy as an integral part of  this 
project which ensures that the 
economic conditions  of the 

participating families improve and 
the dairy co-operatives also gain 
through better infrastructure and 
increased milk availability at no 
extra cost. For the primitive tribal 
groups, IDDP has reached out to 
2,895 families in Songadh and 
Mandvi tribal sub-plan areas 
through a special project cost of 
Rs. 34.08crores wherein they 
received high quality exotic cattle 
for optimum yields.

• Banaskantha (Danta, Amirgadh)
• Sabarkantha (Khedbrahma, Vijaynagar, Poshina)
• Panchmahal (Ghoghamba)
• Dahod (Devgadbariya, Zalod, Dahod, Fatepura, Limkheda, Dhanpur, Garbada)
• Vadodara (Kawant, Chhotaudepur, Naswadi, JetpurPavi, Tilakwada)
• Narmada (Dediyapada, Saagbara, Nandod, Tilakwada)
• Bharuch (Waliya, Jhagadiya, Netrang)
• Surat (Mandvi, Mahua, Umarpada, Mangrol, Bardoli)
• Tapi (Valod, Vyara, Uchhal, Nizar, Songadh)
• Navsari (Vansda, Chikhali)
• Valsad (Kaprada, Dharampur, Umargam, Pardi)
• Dangs (Ahwa, Subir, Waghai)
• Aravalli (Bhiloda, Megharaj, Modasa)
• Mahisagar (Santrampur, Kadana)

One of the major aims of this program 
is to transform dairying into a dynamic 
income generating enterprise for the 
BPL tribal household families so that 
they no longer have to do petty jobs 
here and there and can earn enough 
to feed their family and contribute to 
the GDP of the state and the nation as 
a whole. The Tribal Development 
Department envisaged the income of 
the BPL families in order to bring them 
out of poverty permanently. The 
IDDP started in 2007 and covered 12 
districts of the state namely:

42March 2017 43 March 2017

Nari Adalat: 
In order to safeguard the women 
and their rights and uplift the status 
of women in the social, economic 
and educational sector, the Nari 
Adalat had been started in 2012-
13 in the state of Gujarat. Since its 
inception, the project has spread 
to 248 talukas of the state and 22 
Municipal corporations and city 
c o r p o r a t i o n s ;  t h e  t o t a l 
establishment being 270 in the 
state. This scheme started 
because the govt realized that it 
is of prime importance to ensure 
the growth of women and take 
care of their safety in the state. 

Also, in a patriarchal system, they 
wanted to g ive women a 
pedestal wherein they can freely 
express their concerns and 
i ssues which can be pa id 
attention to for a quicker solution 
of the same .These services are 
being provided to the women 
without any nancial costs 
involved.  'Nari Sammelans' are 
being organized at the taluka 
level through the help of the 
district level panchayats in order 
to make the women aware 
about their rights and give them 
the much needed support in 
order to amel iorate their 
condition. A total of 153 Nari 
Sammelan have been organized 
till January 2017.

Gender Budget - 2017
A total of Rs. 56,491.89 crores have been allocated to 

the Women and Child Development for the year 

2017-18. There has been a 15% increase in the 

monthly remuneration for the Aanganwadi Workers 

and the govt. will bear an additional cost of Rs. 65 

crores. Provisions for improvement in health and 

nutrition status of the 5, 52,800 pregnant and lactating 

women have been made through nancial assistance 

of Rs. 6000 at the time of child birth under Matrutva 

Sahayog Yojana. Moreover, provision of milk for 13 

lakh children and women of 102 blocks of 20 districts 

under the Doodh Sanjeevani Yojana have been done. 

Apart from that, the state government has ensured a 

life insurance cover of Rs. 50,000 for 93,259 

Aanganwadi workers and helpers.



Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

N
EW

S
 B

YTES

N
EW

S
 B

YT
ES

Seminar on 'Qualitative 
Primary Education – 

Collective Responsibility' 

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
inaugurated a seminar on 'Qualitative Primary Education 
– A Collective Responsibility' at Mahatma Mandir, 
Gandhinagar on the 4th of February 2017. The seminar 
was organized by the State Education Department to lay 
emphasis on the importance of the role of teachers in 
providing quality primary education.

During the seminar Shri Rupani highlighted that teaching 
is a 'Noble Profession' and the teachers shoulder a huge 
responsibility of nurturing the next generation. Hence he 
encouraged the teachers to not just focus on imparting 
bookish knowledge but to also contribute to the overall 
personality development of the students. 

Gujarat government has taken a lot of initiatives to uplift 
the quality of education in the state. This year it has 
allocated a substantial portion of the budget for education 
and ancillary facilities while giving top priority to primary 
education. The state government is committed to 
providing the best education to students from every 
section of the society by introducing more innovative 
methods of teaching like e-classrooms, smart learning 
etc. in government schools. Government programs like 
Gunotsav and Shala Praveshotsav have played a major 
role in creating an environment of good quality education 
across the state. 

CM inaugurates 31st Gujarat 
Science Congress, suggests 

fresh policy for Sci & Tech
The 31st Gujarat Science Congress was organised at 
Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University on the 4th of 
February, 2017. The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated the 2-day event jointly 
organized by Gujarat Science Academy, Gujarat Energy 
Research and Management Institute (GERMI), PDPU and 
Institute of Seismological Research (ISR).

At the event, Shri Rupani expressed his keenness to 
formulate a new policy of science and technology for the 
state which would aim to provide a suitable global 
platform in the eld of science and technology to the 
youth of the state. This would be in line with the vision of 

our Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and the 
Niti Aayog. 

Shri Rupani also encouraged the students to take up 
careers in science and felicitated best teachers and 
professors rendering quality education in the eld of 
science, mathematics, biology, physics and space science.

Seemadarshan Cyclothon: 
'Chalo Seemadarshan'

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
agged-off the Seemadarshan – Cyclothon from the 
community center situated near ministers' bungalows in 
Gandhinagar on the 9th of February, 2017. The 
cyclothon was organized by the Border Security Force 
(BSF) and co-organised by the Gujarat Tourism 
Corporation to full the sentiment of border tourism of 
Gujarat by popularis ing the mantra of 'Chalo 

Seemadarshan' among the people of the state. 

While agging-off the cyclothon, CM Shri Rupani said that 
this cyclothon will become the 'Triveni of BSF, 
consciousness for Seemadarshan and the passion for 
patriotism'. Under leadership of BSF Gujarat IG Shri Ajay 
Tomar, more than 30 BSF jawans joined the cyclothon. 
Principal Secretary to Education Department Smt. 
Sunaina Tomar along with 3 other women also 
participated in the Cyclothon and highlighted the glory of 
women empowerment.

The 245 km long trip will be concluded within 3 days at 
the border village of Nadabet in Banaskantha situated 
near the India – Pakistan check-post.

International Trade Show
at Rajkot

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
inaugurated International Trade Show organized by 
Saurashtra Vepar Udyog Mahamandal (SVUM) at NSIC 
Grounds in Rajkot on the 11th of February, 2017. 
Delegates from more than 30 countries and dignitaries 
from the industrial world participated in the global event. 

Shri Rupani was extremely hopeful that the trade show 
will play an important role generating income through 

local art and craft. He encouraged the entrepreneurs of 
Saurashtra-Kutch to take maximum benet of this 
inva luab le opportun i ty.  He a l so apprec ia ted 
entrepreneurship of Gujaratis settled in Africa, America 
and Australia and expressed his rm belief that given the 
opportunity, Gujaratis can spread their wings all over the 
world.

Remembering Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay on his death 
anniversary, celebrated on 11th Febuary, Shri Rupani said 
that government is making constant efforts to realize his 
dream of “Har Haath ko kam, Har Khet ko pani”. On this 
occasion Shri Rupani also started a sele competition “I 
am with my CM“.

Free Wi-Fi service for Rajkot 
BRTS passengers

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
launched free Wi-Fi service on the buses plying under the 
Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) in Rajkot, on the 11th of 
February, 2017. While launching this service he said that 
15 thousand passengers of Rajkot will be beneted from 
it. 

This is an initiative of the Rajkot Municipal Corporation 
and the Wi-Fi facility has been made available on 18 bus 
shelters from the day of the inauguration. This service will 
allow every passenger to use Wi-Fi service for 10 minutes 
at the speed of 10mbps.

The Rajkot BRTS pilot blue corridor has been designed to 
cover a distance of 10.70 km, from Gandal Chokdi to 
Madhapar Chowk. The corridor provides for service 
lanes, cycle zones, pedestrian ways, motor vehicle lane 
and BRTS bus lane along with 18 shelters. These 18 
shelters have been equipped with CCTV camera, 
smooth travelling facility for Divyangs, Pay-tm, smart 
ticketing etc.
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role in creating an environment of good quality education 
across the state. 

CM inaugurates 31st Gujarat 
Science Congress, suggests 

fresh policy for Sci & Tech
The 31st Gujarat Science Congress was organised at 
Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University on the 4th of 
February, 2017. The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated the 2-day event jointly 
organized by Gujarat Science Academy, Gujarat Energy 
Research and Management Institute (GERMI), PDPU and 
Institute of Seismological Research (ISR).

At the event, Shri Rupani expressed his keenness to 
formulate a new policy of science and technology for the 
state which would aim to provide a suitable global 
platform in the eld of science and technology to the 
youth of the state. This would be in line with the vision of 

our Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and the 
Niti Aayog. 

Shri Rupani also encouraged the students to take up 
careers in science and felicitated best teachers and 
professors rendering quality education in the eld of 
science, mathematics, biology, physics and space science.

Seemadarshan Cyclothon: 
'Chalo Seemadarshan'

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
agged-off the Seemadarshan – Cyclothon from the 
community center situated near ministers' bungalows in 
Gandhinagar on the 9th of February, 2017. The 
cyclothon was organized by the Border Security Force 
(BSF) and co-organised by the Gujarat Tourism 
Corporation to full the sentiment of border tourism of 
Gujarat by popularis ing the mantra of 'Chalo 

Seemadarshan' among the people of the state. 

While agging-off the cyclothon, CM Shri Rupani said that 
this cyclothon will become the 'Triveni of BSF, 
consciousness for Seemadarshan and the passion for 
patriotism'. Under leadership of BSF Gujarat IG Shri Ajay 
Tomar, more than 30 BSF jawans joined the cyclothon. 
Principal Secretary to Education Department Smt. 
Sunaina Tomar along with 3 other women also 
participated in the Cyclothon and highlighted the glory of 
women empowerment.

The 245 km long trip will be concluded within 3 days at 
the border village of Nadabet in Banaskantha situated 
near the India – Pakistan check-post.

International Trade Show
at Rajkot

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
inaugurated International Trade Show organized by 
Saurashtra Vepar Udyog Mahamandal (SVUM) at NSIC 
Grounds in Rajkot on the 11th of February, 2017. 
Delegates from more than 30 countries and dignitaries 
from the industrial world participated in the global event. 

Shri Rupani was extremely hopeful that the trade show 
will play an important role generating income through 

local art and craft. He encouraged the entrepreneurs of 
Saurashtra-Kutch to take maximum benet of this 
inva luab le opportun i ty.  He a l so apprec ia ted 
entrepreneurship of Gujaratis settled in Africa, America 
and Australia and expressed his rm belief that given the 
opportunity, Gujaratis can spread their wings all over the 
world.

Remembering Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay on his death 
anniversary, celebrated on 11th Febuary, Shri Rupani said 
that government is making constant efforts to realize his 
dream of “Har Haath ko kam, Har Khet ko pani”. On this 
occasion Shri Rupani also started a sele competition “I 
am with my CM“.

Free Wi-Fi service for Rajkot 
BRTS passengers

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 
launched free Wi-Fi service on the buses plying under the 
Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) in Rajkot, on the 11th of 
February, 2017. While launching this service he said that 
15 thousand passengers of Rajkot will be beneted from 
it. 

This is an initiative of the Rajkot Municipal Corporation 
and the Wi-Fi facility has been made available on 18 bus 
shelters from the day of the inauguration. This service will 
allow every passenger to use Wi-Fi service for 10 minutes 
at the speed of 10mbps.

The Rajkot BRTS pilot blue corridor has been designed to 
cover a distance of 10.70 km, from Gandal Chokdi to 
Madhapar Chowk. The corridor provides for service 
lanes, cycle zones, pedestrian ways, motor vehicle lane 
and BRTS bus lane along with 18 shelters. These 18 
shelters have been equipped with CCTV camera, 
smooth travelling facility for Divyangs, Pay-tm, smart 
ticketing etc.
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