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Dear Readers,

The month following Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's historic speech, introducing demonetization to the 

Indian people, has been ridden with raging debates. While India moves from cash-driven to cashless transactions, there 

will be an initial resistance, as resistance to change is a common human tendency. However, the seed of a great revolution 

lies in such an initiative. Amid all this, Gujarat remains rmly perched in the winner's seat in matters of governance, leaving 

every other Indian state struggling to catch up. 

In our rst story, we witness how Gujarat races ahead in the arena of digital payments, creating the infrastructure needed 

to catapult into cashless economy. The Prime Minister, during his visit to Deesa in Banaskantha to inaugurate dairy 

projects on December 10, shared the mantra of demonetization with the 2 lakh farmers who attended the event. He 

also urged the people of Gujarat to adopt digital transaction system and contribute in achieving the larger goal. The baton 

was picked up on cue by the Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani, who stated that Gujarat will do its best to lead the 

nation towards a glorious digital future.

Our cover story package focuses on healthcare initiatives of the government. We explore the Atal Sneh Yojana, an 

initiative that will provide treatment for newborn babies and infants with birth defects. The government has opened 52 

generic drug stores across the state to reduce the medical expense burden on the poor and disadvantaged. This coupled 

with the state's new Health policy, which aims to increase the number of professional medics and hospital beds through 

various schemes, demonstrate the sensitive approach and the commitment of CM Rupani.

We also present to our readers an exclusive interview with Gujarat's Minister of Education Shri Bhupendrasinh 

Chudasma. The interview, in a Q&A format, touches upon the various facets of Shri Chudasma's life including his 

continuous drive for social harmony, his insistence on discipline and the career milestones.  

Separate write-ups cover two sensitive decisions of CM Rupani's government. Seen as runaway success, we are updating 

the progress made by Seva Setu & Pragati Setu initiative thus far, in one story. The other story explains the recent 

government decision to regularize land titles in the state under Urban Land Ceiling Act, benetting thousands of residents 

across major cities of Gujarat.

We take pride in the fact that Gujarat has emerged as a winner, with its good governance track record. And it is the same 

pride that drives us to proactively remove the roadblocks that can hinder our growth trajectory in future. 

With this, we continue to contribute to that growth through our timely update on the good governance initiatives of the 

state government. 
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On December 21, 2016, Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inspected the Indian Coast 
Guard’s sixth strategic National Pollution Response Exercise (Natpolrex-6) in the Gulf of Kutch 

near Mundra. This was rst such exercise carried out along Gujarat’s coastline in the last 6 years. 
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Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat Leads the way in Embracing Digital
Payments & Creating the Foundations of a

CASHLESS
ECON  MY

As heated debates on the merits and 

demerits of Demonetization continue 
unabated on the national forum, in a 
small village called Akodara life goes 

on as usual. The reason- this village of 
over 1200 people in Himmatnagar is 

fully digital and has already 
implemented innovative measures such 

as providing its villagers with Rupay 
Debit cards, which makes cashless 
transactions easier. Thus, far from 

being affected by demonetization, the 
residents of this village have hardly 

even noticed it. 

There can be no denying that the 
effects of Demonetization have been 

far-reaching for India's Citizens, 
however the Gujarat government does 
not see this new scenario as challenge 
as but as an opportunity. It sees this as 

a chance to help the transition of 
India's largely cash-based economy 

into a more digital and cashless 
economy. 
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Industries Centres (DIC), Labour Ofcer, GM-GIDC and 
other district level ofcers for opening of Bank Accounts 
for unorganized sector workers so that their salaries 
could be credited in their respective accounts. 

By December 1, 2016 over 2.60 lakh new bank accounts 
were opened by means of more than 4000 such camps 
organized all over the state. Activation of all RuPay Cards, 
Aadhaar and Mobile Number seeding is being done on 
priority basis in these camps. Also, savings accounts are 
being opened for rural people at around 7600 post 
ofces attached to gram panchayats.

Government departments have been instructed to make 
payments to contractors, sub contactors & workers 

through e-payment mode and employers urged to issue 
pre-paid cards for disbursement of salaries to the 
workers. Also measures have been taken to ensure that 
the benets of various government schemes such as old 
age pension, disability pension, widow pension etc are 
transferred directly to the beneciary's bank accounts.

Availability of POS (Point of Sale) machines at key retail 

locations is a major prerequisite for cashless transactions. 

The government has announced that POS machines will 

be placed at all the 3000 fuel stations across the state and 

they can also be used for cash withdrawal. Such POS 

machines will also be placed at almost 18000 Doodh 

Mandis (Milk cooperatives/societies) with the assistance 

of co-operative banks and almost the same number of 

PDS shops throughout Gujarat. 

The GSRTC (Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation) 

has partnered with Yes Bank to set up POS machines at 

125 of its bus depots. POS machines have also been 

provided to LPG delivery boys, vegetable vendors and 

other retail outlets. The Gujarat Narmada Valley 

Fertilsers & Chemicals Ltd (GNFC) has also nalized a 

deal with Dena Bank to install PoS machines in all its 

outlets and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) has been requested to help in 

installation of PoS machines in other outlets.

For the benet of the marginalized sections of the society, 

discussions regarding awareness of various types of 

cashless transactions and digital banking have been 

conducted. Volunteers of the National Service Scheme 

have been involved for creating awareness about digital 

banking in 1300 villages. In addition to these camps, the 

Government is carrying out mass media campaign, both 

electronic and print, all over Gujarat to popularize these 

digital modes of payment amongst the public. Also, 

regular interactions between the Chief Secretary and the 

District Collectors, LDMs and other district functionaries 

are being carried out through Video Conferencing for 

sensitizing them to promote digital transactions through 

cards, PoS machines, e-wallets, IMPS and others.

The reason for the success in Gujarat has been due to the 

seamless co-ordination between the state government 

and the bureaucracy and the people's positive response 

to the digital payment drive. From CM ofce to ministers, 

from secretaries heading departments to bureaucrats 

administering at the district and taluka level, all are 

working tirelessly to bring innovative and quick solutions 

for expanding the reach of cashless payment system. 

Transitioning to a 

Cashless Economy
On November 27, 2016 Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri 

Vijay Rupani held a meeting with senior ofcials from the 

banking sector and a joint decision was made with the 

banks to start a campaign for S.M.S payment services. 

CM Rupani requested them to collectively help in 

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's vision of 

digital banking and cashless transactions under the Digital 

India Mission. 

Based on the data available with Union Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology, Gujarat has 

already made quite a head start in this regard. According 

to eTaal web portal - meant for dissemination of e-Transactions 

statistics of National and State level e-Governance Projects - 

Gujarat is the leading state in India, with over 4,29,34,642 e-
th

transactions as on December 9  2016.

The Gujarat government organized meetings at both 
district and state level to encourage banks, trade 
organizations, industrial associations and educational 
institutions to adopt cashless transactions. It is working at 
the district level, with District Magistrates promoting the 
use of digital modes of transactions by organizing camps 
in coordination with Lead Bank Manager, GM-District 

December 201676December 2016
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited the town of Deesa in 

Banaskantha district of Gujarat on the 9th of December, 2016 to inaugurate 

various dairy & agro related projects & products and addressed a rally of over 

2 lakh farmers. He dedicated these projects to the efforts of the hard working 

farmers of the district. The Hon'ble PM took this opportunity to also launch 

the birth centenary celebrations of late Shri Galbabhai Patel (popularly 

known as Galbakaka), a social activist and founder of Banas Dairy. 

PM visits Banaskantha:
inaugurates dairy projects,

promotes digital transactions

PM'S VISIT

É� mḶ ��Ḷ�� 

December 201698December 2016



Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited the town of Deesa in 

Banaskantha district of Gujarat on the 9th of December, 2016 to inaugurate 

various dairy & agro related projects & products and addressed a rally of over 

2 lakh farmers. He dedicated these projects to the efforts of the hard working 

farmers of the district. The Hon'ble PM took this opportunity to also launch 

the birth centenary celebrations of late Shri Galbabhai Patel (popularly 

known as Galbakaka), a social activist and founder of Banas Dairy. 

PM visits Banaskantha:
inaugurates dairy projects,

promotes digital transactions

PM'S VISIT

É� mḶ ��Ḷ�� 

December 201698December 2016



Banaskantha is the highest milk producing district of India. 

Banas Dairy under Banaskantha District Cooperative Milk 

Producers' Union Ltd. situated in the district is the biggest 

contributor to Asia's largest dairy cooperative, AMUL. 

The inauguration of various farmer centric projects and 

products in the district by the Hon'ble PM has added yet 

another feather to its cap.

The Hon'ble PM launched a 500 ml bottle of 'Ámul Deshi' 

A-2 Cow Milk, derived from indigenous Kankrej cow 

breed. A  Kankrej cow breed conservation project was 

also launched for the same. While introducing Banas 

Honey project, Shri Modi described it as 'Sweet Kranti' 

after 'Shwet Kranti' in the region. He also inaugurated a 

new cheese plant with daily 30MT capacity and whey 

powder plant with daily 45MT capacity worth Rs.350 

crore at Banas Dairy. 

In light of the Hon'ble PM's recent decision of 

demonetization, it has become critical to promote the 

use of digital payment platforms in order to truly reap the 

benets of this revolutionary decision. During his 

address, the Hon'ble PM said, “There is no need to waste 

your time standing outside banks or ATMs, e-wallets have 

brought banks to your mobiles“. He urged the gathering 

to adopt the various digital payment platforms that have 

been made available to them and usher the nation 

towards becoming a digital economy free of terrorism 

and corruption. 

He also added that because the opposition has been 

disrupting the proceedings of the Lok Sabha, he has 

chosen to speak here amongst the people of the nation at 

the 'Jansabha'.  PM Shri Modi concluded by thanking the 

citizens of India for whole heartedly supporting the mega 

campaign of demonetization undertaken by the Union 

Government.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani 

also addressed the rally and welcomed all on the occasion 

of birth anniversary of the founder of Banas Dairy Late 

Shri Galbabhai Patel.  He said that Banaskantha will 

denitely become the most prosperous district of the 

state as a result of the various projects launched today by 

the Banas Dairy to make the district's farmers 

economically stable. 

He added that it is the result of the vision of our Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi that benets of Jyotigram 

Yojna and water of Narmada have reached the remotest 

areas of Banaskantha district. More than 2800 check-

dams and 700 water reservoirs have been made deeper. 

He stated that the State Government will make provision 

in the budget so that Narmada water can reach Vadgam, 

Palanpur, Dhanera and Deesa in the near future. 

Shri Rupani also congratulated the district for achieving 

the rst position across Asia in production of potatoes and 

pomegranates. He assured that efforts are being carried 

out by the State Government for promoting potato sales 

in form of value added products like potato chips and 

fries. He said that investment of Rs. 400 Crore will be 

done by NABARD and assistance of Rs. 5 crore will be 

provided by State Government annually for the same. 

The Hon'ble CM concluded by saying that strong 

mindset  i s  requ i red to  take a  dec i s ion l i ke 

demonetization. He said that he was condent that this 

decision will achieve what it has set out to. He assured 

that Gujarat will do its best to lead the nation towards a 

glorious future in the eld of cashless economy.

Banaskantha District Cooperative Milk Producers' Union Limited known as Banas Dairy is a cooperative 

organization established in the year 1969 under the Gujarat Co-operative societies Act 1961. It was established 

with the support of NDDB (National Dairy Development Board) as a part of their Operation Flood Program 

launched to bring about white revolution in the country.

It manufactures a large number of dairy products under AMUL, SAGAR and BANAS brands. Its product range 

includes Amul Pasteurised Milks, Amul longer Shelf Life Milk, Amul Butter, Amul Ghee, Sagar Ghee, Amulya 

Powder, Sagar Tea and Coffe Whitner, Sagar SMP, Amul SMP, Amul Shakti Powder, a wide range of Amul Ice 

Creams, Banas Peda, Banas Tea etc. The products of dairy are marketed through Gujarat Cooperative Milk 

Marketing Federation, Anand. The dairy also provides a large number of technical inputs to over 1.8 lac farmer 

households, which are organised through 1200 odd Village level Cooperative Milk Societies.

Banas Dairy collects an average of around 35 lakh liters of milk everyday and currently has 4 running dairy plants at 

Palanpur.

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat
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BANAS DAIRY
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Gujarat Launches

Atal Sneh Yojana
to Celebrate 92nd Birthday of

Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee

This scheme represents the next step in the measures 
the Gujarat government has taken to develop child 
healthcare within the state. As India has progressed 
economically it has also made steady yet noticeable 
progress in improving the life expectancy of its populace. 
Gujarat in particular has made signicant progress in key 
factors such as MMR (Maternal Mortality Rate) and IMR 
(Infant Mortality Rate). Thanks to the sincere efforts of the 
government in areas of public health and health 
education the overall rate of MMR has reduced from 202 
(in 2001) to 112 and IMR has decreased from 60 (in 
2001) to 35.

Gujarat's success lies in its endeavor to create a better 
mechanism for institutional delivery over the last decade. 
This was done by providing better facilities for institutional 
care and incentivizing pregnant mothers, their friends & 
family members to go to medical institutions for delivery. 
The Gujarat government then incentivized doctors 
through Chiranjeevi Yojana which was launched in 
December 2005. Through the initiative the government 
partnered with private sector hospitals to encourage 
institutional delivery and reduce MMR and IMR. 

The Gujarat government also provided better medical 
transport facilities through the introduction of the 108 
Medical Emergency Medical Response Management 
Centre in July 2010. These services which were setup 
under a PPP model between the Gujarat Government 
and GVK EMRI ensured that expectant mothers received 
the best possible medical transportation to any medical 
institutions. And to improve post-delivery care, the 
Gujarat government then introduced then Khilkhilat 
ambulances in 2012, specially designated for the safe 
homecoming of infants and mothers post-delivery. 

 To further improve post-delivery care and help improve 
the State's IMR and MMR, the Gujarat government 
introduced a scheme known as E-Mamta in collaboration 
with National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) and 
National Informatics Centre (NIC). Its main aims includes 
registering individual pregnant women, individual 
children in the age group of 0-6 with their full details to 
ensure delivery of Antenatal Care(ANC), Child birth, 
Post Natal Care(PNC), Immunization, nutrition and to 
track any children who have been left out from this 
services. 

With the pre-existing medical infrastructure for infant care 
that Gujarat it has in place, the introduction of the Atal 
Sneh Yojana will take Gujarat to the next level in medical 
development. 

Atal Sneh Yojana
Out of our country's annual birth count of about 26 
million, it is estimated that about 1.7 million children are 
born with Defects at Birth, accounting for almost 10% of 
the total new born deaths and 4% of the under ve 
mortality in the country. Among the measures the 
government of Gujarat has taken to prevent this is the 
screening of newborn children at both government and 
private hospitals and offering referrals and treatment to 
them if any defects are detected. For the Yojana, the 
Gujarat government has identied the following delivery 
points amongst both the Government hospitals and 
Private hospitals:-

Medical Colleges

District Hospital

Sub-District Hospitals

Community Health Centres

Primary Health Centres

Sub-Centres

Government Hospital

Delivery Points

To commemorate the 92nd birthday of former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on December 25, Hon'ble Chief 
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani recently announced a new health scheme for the treatment of new-born and infants. The 
programme - Atal Screening of Newborn for Enhancement of Health (SNEH) Yojna, is aimed at helping young children 
born with serious birth defects. The birth defects that the scheme would cover include neural tube defects, cleft lip and 
palate, club foot, congenital cataract, congenital deafness, congenital heart diseases, Down syndrome and other diseases 
found among new born and infant children. 

Hospitals

Nursing Homes

N.G.O Run Hospitals

Private Hospital

Delivery Points

General Practitioners

COVER STORY
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CM along with this statement: On November 21st, CM Rupani also launched the annual 

School Health Check-up Program to conduct health check-up on 1.5 crore children of 

30,000 schools with the help of 4 Lakh medics.
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Implementa�on Strategies
Medical and follow-up care will be administered by 

health care workers. Pa�ents with cri�cal ailments will 

be referred to the nearest medical centres. The Gujarat 

government has also put in place other ini�a�ves to help 

put this plan into ac�on through the following steps:-

· Providing facility based Newborn Screening at 

Public Health Centres by u�lizing exis�ng health 

manpower. 

· Providing facility based Newborn Screening at 

Private Health Centres by private doctor/staff. 

· Community based newborn screening at home 

through ASHAs (Accredited Social Health 

Ac�vists) for newborns up to 6 weeks of age 

during home visita�on.

· Deploying RBSK (Rashtriya Bal Swasthya 

Karyakram) team for screening and referral.

SCREENING & REFERRAL

Primary Screening Level

Sr. No Selected Health Facility Action
 Health (at delivery
 Conditions Points)

1 Neural Tube Defects YES Surgery in all Govt. and GMERS Medical colleges

2 Down Syndrome YES Management at District Hospitals as well as
   Medical Colleges

3 Cleft Lip And Palate YES Surgery in Medical colleges, Tie up with “Smile Train”

4 Club foot YES Management at District Hospital, Surgery in 
   Medical  college, Tie up with “Cure International”

5 Developmental Dysplasia of Hip  YES Management at District Hospital/ DEIC

6 Congenital Cataract YES Surgery in District Hospital, Medical Colleges

7 Congenital Deafness YES Surgery in Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad and
   Rajkot  Medical Colleges

8 Congenital Heart Disease YES Management and Surgery at U N Mehta Institute
   of Cardiology and Research Centre

9 Retinopathy of Prematurity  At NICU Management and Surgery Medical College,

10 Others like Imperforated anus, YES Management and Surgery in District

 Hypospadias, ano rectal Fistula,  Hospital, Medical Colleges  

 undescended testis etc  

Beyond these measures the Gujarat government also considers the training of doctors and collaboration between 

institutions a crucial step in the rollout of this initiative. During the rst phase of this initiative, the treatment centres for 

each birth defect will be identied and mapped out, with NGOs and private sector hospitals all equally involved in this 

initiative. 

School Health Check-up Programme

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK)
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 across the State

Gujarat Government

 Generic Medicine Stores
Opens 52

In a step that will prove highly benecial for the 
welfare of poor and disadvantaged, Gujarat Chief 
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani, on November 14, 2016, 
inaugurated the state's rst Jan Aushadhi Kendra at 
the Ahmedabad Civil Hospital. The store was 
inaugurated along with 51 other stores across 
Gujarat to provide medicines under the 
'Deendayal Yojana' to the poor and middle class. 
Each store will be known as Deen Dayal Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Aushadhi Store. In his inauguration 
address at Ahmedabad, CM Rupani stated that 
the Gujarat government is committed towards 
the health of the poor of Gujarat and ensuring 
that aid reaches the last man. 
Gujarat's Minister of State for Health Shri Shankar 
Chaudhary, who was also present at the 
inauguration, stated that the new stores represented 
a leap towards generic, affordable, and quality 
medicines. Shri Chaudhary said that government 
certied medicines would cost 90% less than 
branded medicines at these stores. 
In the past, the State government also had a model in 
place in which it provided free medicines to patients 

through the Gujarat Medical Services Corporation 
(GMSC). However, the Gujarat government realized 
that if it wanted to improve the delivery of 
medicines to the poor and promote the sales of 
generic medicines in government purchases, the 
establishment of Jan Aushadhi Stores would be 
necessary. The stores will be established in the state 
in two phases. In the rst phase, major hospitals 
and organizations in districts will open Sanjivani 
stores. These stores will function 24/7 and will sell 
over 1000 different types of drugs of which 500 
will be in the essential drugs list. In the second 
phase, 2000 types of drugs will be made available 
and the stores will be expanded to over 500. Each 
of these stores has been provided with adequate 
staff and the latest medical equipment. The 
Gujarat government has stated such stores will 
soon be available at the taluka level as well. 

In addition to the stores, the Gujarat government 
has also launched the G-Dava App which can be 
downloaded for free. The App is a search engine for 
generic drugs and provides a list of branded drugs 
and matching generic drugs with prices.
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Gujarat's
New Health Policy

The Government has announced four major 

schemes that will contribute to the new health 

policy, they include the following:-

1. Establishing New Independent 

(Green Field) Self-Financed Colleges 

in the State-

Objectives:

· Ensuring sufcient manpower is provided in 

Government and Private M.B.B.S colleges in 

Gujarat.

· Today Gujarat has a ratio of 1 doctor per 

2000 people. The Gujarat government aims 

to improve that to 1 doctor per 1000 people.

· Reducing the number of students who 

either go outside the state or out of the 

country for education in the eld of 

medicine. 

· To ensure the provision of medical and 

healthcare facilities in the innermost areas of 

the state. 

· Beneciary institutions to be included in 

Maa-Amrutam Yojana of the government.

 Outreach of the Programme- All of Gujarat

Benets of the Scheme and Assistance

· Self-Finance Medical Colleges, who have 

been given a letter of approval by Medical 

Council of India/Government of India, will be 

able to receive assitance worth Rs. 15 Lakh 

to sanctioned seats after completion of 

admission process for the rst year M.B.B.S. 

applicable for ve years after renewal. 

· Gujarat government will reimburse the 

electricity expenses that the hospitals 

attached to all self-nanced medical 

colleges will accrue for ve years.

· Land required for creating these colleges will 

be made available at 50% lesser rates in all 

areas except areas owned by Municipal 

Corporations. 

2. Setting up a Self-Financed (Brown 

F i e l d )  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  i n 

economically backward regions and 

tribal areas where no such are 

colleges available

Objectives:

· Ensuring enough doctors in the state and to 

make medical and para-medical resources 

available. 

· Scale up development of medical colleges in 

districts where there are none. 

· Ensuring the facilitation of the specialized 

medical facilities in the most backward and 

tribal areas of the state. 

· Ensuring medical treatments for people 

living in tribal areas that they need not come 

all the way to the city.

· Ensuring enough manpower in government 

as well private hospitals of the state, to make 

smooth ow of medical supplies available.

· Today Gujarat has a ratio of 1 doctor per 

2000 people. The Gujarat government aims 

to improve that to 1 doctor per 1000 people.

· Reducing the number of students who 

either go outside the state or out of the 

country for education in the eld of 

medicine. 

· Beneciary institutions to be included in 

Maa-Amrutam Yojana of the government.

Outreach of the Programme- Districts which do 

not have the provision of a medical college 

namely Dahod, Banaskantha, Amreli, Tapi, 

Panchmahal and Bharuch.

Benets of the Scheme and Assistance

· Land: Land available at district hospital will 

be given on lease (along with the 

construction of hospital) as per the terms 

and conditions of the Government. 

· Housing: As per the norms of the Medical 

Council of India/Government of India, 

provisions will be made in order to fulll the 

300 bed requirement in setting up a new 

medical college.

On December 14, 

2016 the Gujarat 

government under the 

leadership of Hon'ble 

Chief Minister Shri 

Vijay Rupani, launched 

a new health policy for 

the state. The Gujarat 

government's new 

policy proposes to 

setup a slew of Super-

Speciality hospitals 

and medical colleges 

within the rural parts 

of Gujarat in the next 

ve years. Through its 

new policy, the State 

government seeks to 

double the number of 

available seats in 

Gujarat's medical 

colleges. 

Ensuring Medical Coverage
to the Last Man

December 20161918December 2016
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· Equipments: Provisions will be made to 
ensure sufcient equipments available at 
district hospital and benets of assistance 
scheme applicable for purchasing medical 
equipments. 

· Manpower: Provisions have been made to 
ensure sufcient manpower in medical 
hospitals at the district hospitals as per 
existing terms & conditions and these can be 
made available on loan as well.

· Self-Finance Medical Colleges (Brown eld) 
who have been given a letter of approval by 
Medical Council of India/Government of 
India, will be able to provide aid worth Rs. 7.5 
Lakh to sanctioned seats after completion of 
admission process for the rst year M.B.B.S. 
applicable for ve years after renewal. 

· The Gujarat government will reimburse the 
electricity expenses that the hospital 
attached to self-nanced (Brown Field) 
medical college will accrue for ve years.

· A grant will be made available to the district 
level hospital by the government after it 
freezes the amount that will be spent as a 
part of its expenses.

3. Providing Assistance in Setting up 

Super-Speciality Hospitals across 

Gujarat

Objectives

· To ensure that people from the innermost 

regions of the state and tribal areas don't 

have to come all the way to cities to receive 

treatment in Super-Speciality hospitals and 

will get such facilities at their doorsteps. 

· This scheme will ensure that emergency 

treatment for accidents, heart diseases, 

kidney treatment, cancer etc. is more readily 

available in remote regions, thus saving 

more lives.

· Beneciaries to be included in Maa-

Amrutam Yojana of the government.

Outreach of the Programme- All across Gujarat

Benets of the Scheme

· Banks will provide capital subsidy of 10% to 

purchase the necessary medical equipments 

for setting up new Super-Speciality 

hospitals. 

· An interest rate up to 4% for a period of 

seven years to be provided (in  limit of Rs.40 

Crores).

· The total electricity bill for a period of ve 

years will be reimbursed for the hospital. 

4. Scheme by the Government to 

provide High Qual ity  Medical 

Equipments

Objectives:

· To ensure that people from the innermost 

regions of the state and tribal areas don't 

have to come all the way to cities to receive 

treatment in Super-Speciality hospitals and 

will get such facilities at their doorsteps. 

· This scheme will ensure that emergency 

treatment for accidents, heart diseases, kidney 

treatment, cancer etc. is more readily available 

in remote regions, thus saving more lives.

· Providing diagnostic services for treatment 

in the most remote and innermost areas of 

the state. 

Outreach of the Programme:

· Diagnostic Services Centre- All areas except 

Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat and Rajkot 

Municipal Corporation.

· Basic Speciality Hospital- All areas except 

cities with a population of more than 2 lakhs

· Super Speciality Hospital- All areas of the State.

Diagnostic Services Centre 30% aid for the equipments related to radiology and 

cardiology in the rural most areas and 20% aid or the aid 

that has been approved, whichever is less, for the 

remaining areas.

Basic Speciality Hospital 30% aid for the equipments related to speciality 

treatments in the rural most areas and 20% aid or the 

aid that has been approved , whichever is less, for the 

remaining areas.

Super Speciality Hospital 30% aid for the equipments related to cancer, 

cardiology and kidney in the rural most areas and 20% 

aid or the aid that has been approved, whichever is less, 

for the remaining areas.
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The Gujarat government has always striven to be one of the forerunners amongst 

Indian states in adopting citizen friendly measures and ensuring that the benets of its 

various welfare schemes are accessible to each and every citizen of the state. Gujarat 

has also ensured that an efcient mechanism is put in place to acknowledge the 

grievances raised and ensure prompt redressal. Over the past decade and a half, the 

state government has introduced several programs to achieve the same.
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Gujarat on Fast Track
'Core Services & Grievance Redressal

at people's doorsteps'

Seva Setu & Pragati Setu

PUBLIC SERVICE
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Transparency

Sensitivity

Decisiveness

Progressiveness

“The Seva Setu & Pragati 

Setu programs have been 

launched to accelerate the 

pace of our transparent, 

decisive, progressive and 

sens i t i ve  government 

system. The idea is to 

ensure prompt and on the spot delivery of core 

government services and resolution of public 

grievances by the respective regional ofcers. 

Establishing and sustaining pro-people and 

proactive governance, that works for the welfare 

of one and all and reaches out to the citizens, is 

the primary objective of these schemes.”

- Shri Vijay Rupani

Hon’ble CM, Gujarat

This initiative is designed to spare the citizens of Gujarat the chore of the countless visits 
they are obliged to make to the district level government ofces, and to the headquarters 

in Gandhinagar to avail routine services. Accessing government schemes and the benets 
they provide, processing Aadhar and other identity cards etc. are some examples of these 

essential services. The government has set up a mechanism that reaches out to the people in a 
                          unique way. It delivers these core services at their doorsteps.

Highlights
♦ Acts as a bridge (built by the government) that brings the government to the common people

♦ Organised in all the 33 districts, 271 talukas and 18,000 villages of the state

♦ Teams comprising of 13 ofcials  to set up camps to deliver services and benets of various government schemes

♦ Each camp caters to 8-10 villages 

♦ All the requests of the citizens are processed on the spot and the benets provided right away 

♦ Details of various government schemes, their benets, eligibility criteria and procedure to avail them are also 
announced to create awareness

♦ The proceedings of Seva Setu are recorded and stringently monitored by the state government 

♦ Many departments have also taken this opportunity to provided additional services to the citizens like carrying out 
health check-ups, animal health check-ups etc.

Seva
Setu

Purview of Seva Setu
♦ Income proof, Creamy layer certicate , Domicile and Caste certicate

♦ Requests related to Ration cards

♦ Registering of names in Aadhar and Voter-ID card

♦ Registering of names under 'Ma Amrutam Yojana’

♦ Identifying beneciaries of 'Vatsalya Card' and issuing a card for each one of them

♦ Requests related to Senior Citizen Card, Physically Handicapped Certicate, availing the benets of scholarships etc.

♦ Request related to Widow Aid and the Aid for Senior Citizens living alone.

♦ Requests related to the land measurements and new registrations regarding the same.

 *No government fee is charged for any service offered at the Seva Setu except expenses incurred for legal procedures.

Lokdarbar

· Based on the Gramswaraj concept given by 

Mahatma Gandhi

· Conducted at village level

· Camps organised where local ministers along 

with senior government ofcials entertained 

queries and concerns of the villagers 

· The  solutions to the queries and the redressal 

for the concerns provided at the earliest

Aapdo Taluko, Vibrant Taluko 

· Initiated at the taluka level

· To facilitate this process, authority was 

decentralized, ensuring that all the basic 

facilities could be made available to the people 

at the taluka level itself

· Deputy Collector made in-charge of the 

program and given freedom to identify issues 

within the taluka and also allocate funds for the 

same

· Jan Seva Kendras set up for entertaining 

queries and accepting applications for various 

government schemes, certicates etc.

Loksamvad Setu

· Launched in each and every taluka of the state

· Agenda to address and resolve regional level 

problems

· Camps organised where local ministers along 

with senior government ofcials entertained 

queries and concerns of the citizens of the 

taluka

· The solutions to the queries and the redressal 

for the concerns provided at the earliest

SWAGAT Online

· State Wide Attention on Grievances by 

Application  of Technology (SWAGAT)

· Implemented, at the taluka/ district level

· Enabled people to register online, any 

complaint that they might have against the 

administration

· Ensured optimum use of technology to serve 

the people and offer instant solutions

Success Rate of Seva Setu Program

813833

789689

126995
131366

The Journey So Far 

December 20162524December 2016

 To ensure that Gujarat's progress not only 
continues unabated, but is taken to the next level, 
the Gujarat government under the leadership of 
Shri Vijay Rupani has worked on two novel 
initiatives – Seva Setu & Pragati Setu - that aspire 
to bring the government machinery even closer 
to the people, in fact 'right at their doorsteps'. Shri 
Rupani, being a part of the Sangh (RSS) during the 
early days of his political career, was actively 
involved in developmental activities at the 
grassroots level. It is his insights from those early 
days that have played a major role in shaping up 
these two initiatives.

Note- All gures as on 14/12/2016 
under Seva Setu Program
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Subject-wise list of applica�ons received and disposed 
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Rural

Subject Total Applica�ons Received Applica�ons Successfully Disposed

Animal Husbandry 99053 98809

Income Related 83722 83045

Aadhar Card 81626 81252

Other Departments 87536 85468

Applica�ons not in purview of Seva Setu 118379 115380

Urban

Subject Total Applica�ons Received Applica�ons Successfully Disposed

PM Jan Dhan Yojna 18578 17176

Income Related 15687 11573

Aadhar Card 15004 14751

Other Departments 15327 15073

Applica�ons not in purview of Seva Setu 22852 22729

Districts with highest number of applica�ons received and
successfully disposed
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Pragati
Setu

The transformation of India into a developed nation is impossible without the development of its 

villages. There has to be a new system of administration at the village and taluka level that 

ensures that people do not have to visit the district and the city level ofces time and again 

to voice their opinion and suggest constructive changes in administrative processes for 

more efcient governance. The incarnation of this system in the progressive state of 

Gujarat, is what we term as the 'Pragati Setu' program. 

This program has been introduced to resolve governance related issues raised 

collectively by the citizens of a particular region. The rst phase of this scheme had been 

effectively launched on the auspicious day of 'Laabh Pancham' in 33 districts and 1330 

villages of 124 talukas. 

Highlights

♦ Camps under the chairmanship of district collector along with a team of ofcials from 17 departments are organized 
at the taluka level

♦ The citizens of a taluka collectively report their concerns at the camp organized in their respective taluka

♦ The decisions on the concerns reported are taken after making consultation with ofcials of the concerned 
departments

♦ Even the deadline for implementation is decided on the spot

♦ Ministers, secretaries and ofcials of the concern departments approach regional ofces and employees to resolve 
the public issues 

♦ This initiative has been implemented with a view to give priority in nancial management by concerned 
departments in certain cases of collective issues and policy related matters 

♦ No government fee is charged for any service offered at the Seva Setu except the charges for any legal procedures. 

The quantum of government ofcials involved and the number of issues successfully disposed 
under both these programs is a testament to the sensitive yet pragmatic approach of the 
Chief Minister towards promoting welfare of the citizens of Gujarat. Seva Setu and Pragati 
Setu have emerged as two vital bridges that have ferried the state's government machinery to 
its remotest regions making each and every citizen of the state feel included. Judging from the 
pace of success that these programs have already achieved, it is certain that the current state 
government is on a 'fast track' to cross milestones in governance, achieved never before.

As of 14/12/2016 total 12,555 queries/complaints were received under Pragati Setu. Out of this, 9,470 
queries/complaints were resolved positively with 94.43% success ratio.

Note- All gures as on 14/12/2016 under Seva Setu Program

Success Rate of Pragati Setu

12,555 9,470

WIDOW ASSISTANCE SCHEME

RURAL URBAN

December 20162928December 2016
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Interview with Hon'ble Minister of

Education Shri Bhupendrasinh Chudasma

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Q.1- You lead a full yet busy life. How do you 

generally start the day?

A.1- I start my day by meeting all of my scheduled visitors 

and others who come over without appointment. 

Regardless of whether they have an appointment or not, 

I meet all my guests with same warmth. I consider this a 

vital quality to possess for any leader engaged in public 

service. Meeting people, listening to their problems and 

nding solutions to them is the very essence of public 

service. I am proud of the fact that people don't feel 

hesitant to meet me, whereas they would generally 

hesitate in meeting other political leaders. 

Q.2- What do you do to keep yourself t and 

healthy? Do you follow a set routine like other 

people or do your responsibilities affect your 

routine in any way?

A.2- It is possible to complete to all the daily duties if one 

follows a disciplined routine. For a mass leader who has 

the expectations and responsibilities of state's citizens on 

his shoulder, discipline is important. I fully understand my 

responsibilities in this regard, and have religiously 

followed a set daily routine throughout my political 

career. Like everyone else, I follow a set daily schedule for 

myself. I wake up every morning at 6:30 AM and I 

regularly do Yoga for 15 minutes. Prayer has also been an 

inevitable part of my daily ritual for years. Since my 

childhood, I started reciting the Gayatri Mantra, the 

Hanuman Chalisa and the Shiva Chalisa. 

Q.3- Faith and piety seems to be an important 

part of your life. How did you come to adapt this 

view towards life?

A.3- Since I was a child, my parents had taught me the 

value and importance of spirituality and why it should be a 

part of our daily lives. Furthermore, there was a 

Swaminarayan Temple near my house, which I used to 

frequent even as a child. I think it is for this reason that I 

consider faith in God an integral part of me. 

For the last 26 years, I have been a regular devotee of the 

Khodiyar Mata Temple. Coincidentally as today is the full 

moon, and I will visit the temple after nishing my work, 

whether I reach there by 10 pm or 1 am. After the visit, I 

will resume my scheduled work in the morning. It is my 

belief that faith in God gives strength. 

Q.4- What has been the most important factor 
behind your successful political career: your 
hard work, destiny, any particular person or any 
other factor? 

A.4- I dedicate my political success to everyone who has 
trusted me and offered me the opportunity to work, be it 
my family, my teachers or my political mentors. Politics is 
just a means to serve the society. It is my parents who 
inculcated in me the sensitivity towards the society. As I 
grew up, opportunities came my way at every stage right 
from my school education to the political playground. I 
took each of them in my stride and put in my best effort to 
convert them into success. The constituency where I cast 
my vote is where I've been educated. I still remember the 
names of my teachers, Shri Mohanbhai Bhatt and 
Chunibhai Kachia Patel. I am grateful to them for 
imparting such education that has enabled me to receive 
the honor of becoming the education minister of the state 
several times. While addressing public gatherings, I 
always request the teachers preset to impart such values 
and education to their students that they can never forget 
them.    

As far as my political career is concerned, I consider Shri 
Bhaskar Bhai as my political mentor. Once at a public 
gathering, while I was sitting at the back, he to my surprise 
announced that Bhupendersinh Chudasama will deliver 
the vote of thanks. That opportunity was the starting 
point of my public life. Later I was entrusted with the 
responsibility of handling the affairs of the ward and 
followed by the city. I'll be completing 50 years of my 
political career 

Q.5: Shouldering the responsibility of 6.5 crore 
Gujaratis, are you able to nd time for your 
family?

A.5: Being in public life, one doesn't nd much time for 
the family. My wife along with the whole family has made 
peace with the fact that I'll not be able to spend much time 
with them. In the year 1998, when I was appointed as the 
Chairman of Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Limited, I 
told all my family members that the fact that I, out of all the 
citizens of the state, have been chosen for this 
responsibility is message from the almighty. I must give 
my all for fullling my responsibility effectively. 
Government and society have been my top priority since 
long. My family is my second priority. I am extremely 
grateful to my family for having understood me and take 
strength from them to move ahead in life.

December 20163130December 2016
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For the last 26 years, I have been a regular devotee of the 
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other factor? 
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trusted me and offered me the opportunity to work, be it 
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convert them into success. The constituency where I cast 
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several times. While addressing public gatherings, I 
always request the teachers preset to impart such values 
and education to their students that they can never forget 
them.    

As far as my political career is concerned, I consider Shri 
Bhaskar Bhai as my political mentor. Once at a public 
gathering, while I was sitting at the back, he to my surprise 
announced that Bhupendersinh Chudasama will deliver 
the vote of thanks. That opportunity was the starting 
point of my public life. Later I was entrusted with the 
responsibility of handling the affairs of the ward and 
followed by the city. I'll be completing 50 years of my 
political career 

Q.5: Shouldering the responsibility of 6.5 crore 
Gujaratis, are you able to nd time for your 
family?

A.5: Being in public life, one doesn't nd much time for 
the family. My wife along with the whole family has made 
peace with the fact that I'll not be able to spend much time 
with them. In the year 1998, when I was appointed as the 
Chairman of Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Limited, I 
told all my family members that the fact that I, out of all the 
citizens of the state, have been chosen for this 
responsibility is message from the almighty. I must give 
my all for fullling my responsibility effectively. 
Government and society have been my top priority since 
long. My family is my second priority. I am extremely 
grateful to my family for having understood me and take 
strength from them to move ahead in life.
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Q.7: You have been much disciplined in your life. 
Is that the primary reason for your success?

A.7: I really appreciate disciplined and sensible people. 
Many of my students although lacked high qualications, 
were hugely appreciated for their well disposed natured 
and politeness. I don't tolerate any undisciplined or 
insensible behavior at my home as well. I'm so particular 
about these values that even a shirt's unbuttoned collar 
can put me off. While I was a teacher, would actually go 
up to every student with an unbuttoned collar to button 
it. I also hate it when people use water and electricity 
irresponsibly. I reach ve minutes before time for every 
function that I need to attend. When people ask me why I 
do that, I tell them that I do it for my own good as the later 
I reach the higher my blood pressure shoots. That's why I 
always like to stay disciplined. 

Q.8- You have completed a decade in politics. 
What is your take on quitting your job to join 
politics and how satised are you with your 
decision?

A-8: Yes indeed, I had very joyfully resigned from my 
teaching job to join politics and I am extremely satised 
with my decision. But during my transition phase, my 
family had to go through a huge nancial crunch. The pain 
we went through can't be expressed in words. There 
was a sense of security with the job. I even used to earn 
through tuitions apart from the salary. But I made public 
service the aim of my life and then decided to give up the 

life of comfort. I realized that I was born to serve the 
people. Initially, it was very difcult to manage due to the 
nancial crunch. I've spent 20 years running around on a 
scooter with its fuel being funded by the party workers. 
During my struggle period, I've even worked in the 
shimmering heat of 45-46 degree. But today, after all that 
effort, I feel that I've nally achieved something. The 
feeling of satisfaction that comes with serving the people 
will stay with me till by last breath.

Q-9: Who has inuenced your life the most and 
who do you look up to?

A-9: Bhaskarbhai, Nathabhai Jhagda and Ashok Bhatt ji 
have been my mentors. These are the people who have 
guided my career decisions. As a companion I really 
regard Narendra Bhai. His diligence, dutifulness and 
foresight have greatly inuenced me. We have spent a lot 
of time together. During the initial days, we have toured a 
lot on motorcycles and even were together during the 
emergency.

Q-10: You have been a teacher but as the 
education minister, what challenges have you 
faced? What are the achievements of the 
government in the education sector and are you 
satised with them?

A-10: When one is working for the development of the 
citizens, challenges are inevitable. Every sector has its 
own drawbacks and specialties and even I experienced 
the same.  As the education minister, my priority has 

Q.6- Matters related to communal harmony 
have always been close to your heart. What do 
you have to say on this issue?

A.6- Yes I agree, throughout my political career I have 
given great importance to the idea of communal 
harmony. I believe that a mass leader represents the 
people, regardless of whoever they may be i.e. whether 
they are Hindu, Muslim or whether they belong to the 
Dalit community. True development is only if we bring all 
these separate communities together. We cannot 
achieve holistic development by leaving out any of these 
communities. I have made sincere efforts and 
experiments to achieve social harmony in the state. 

In 1980 when I stood for elections for the Vidhan Sabha, I 
had made arrangements to go into a predominantly dalit-
dominated area. However the moment I tried to enter, a 
f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  h e l d 
banners and blocked my 
way and told me not to 
enter the neighborhood. 
That moment I promised 
myself that I will win over 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  d a l i t 
community. And one day 
these banners of hatred will 
t u r n  i n t o  t h e  o n e s 
welcoming me. Following 
that day, I tried to build 
b r i d g e s  w i t h  t h e 
community, and I once 
again returned on April 14. 
April 14th is a day of 
celebration for the dalits, 
and I again reached out to them with the slogan of 'Jai 
Bheem Jai Bheem.' However, I received no response 
from the community for my efforts. Undeterred, I 
returned on Diwali and wished them a Happy New Year. 
This time around I received a slightly better response, but 
it was still not as much as I was hoping for.

During my third year in ofce, I once again reached out to 
my dalit friends to develop a sense of belonging. It was 
during this time, that Congress leader Jethabhai Parmar 
attempted to test me. He called me to his house and said 
'Bapu Jai Bheem' and I reciprocated with the same slogan. 
I asked him for a cup of tea in his house. During that time, 
it was hard for a Dalit to even contemplate an upper caste 
person even asking for water from their house, let alone 
coming for tea. So, when Jetha kaka asked his wife to 
prepare tea for me, she was so shocked, she was 

convinced it was not the case and told him to ask me once 
again. I told her then I wished to have tea in their house, 
but before that I would rst like to have a glass of water. 
Whilst I was having my tea, I glanced into Jethakaka's eyes 
and saw tears, like he was seeing a dream he couldn't 
believe had come true. He told me that he bagged a lot of 
votes for the Congress, but they had never entered his 
house. But despite never having voted for me in his life, I 
had still entered his house for tea. To this day, I consider 
this one of the most memorable incidents of my life. 

Bringing a sense of belonging among the dalit community 
has been one of the most challenging tasks in my political 
career. Even following this incident, I faced many 
challenges in building trust amongst members of the dalit 
community. But, I faced all these challenges head on as 
my conscience was clear and I was clear in my goal which 

was to take every single 
section of society forward, 
together. For the last 36 
y e a r s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e 
occasion, I always take time 
from my schedule to visit 
that  ne ighborhood in 
Dholka.  I  have never 
publicized it. This incident 
was  what  s tar ted my 
journey in creating social 
harmony. And I realized 
that I had a lot of work to 
do. But, I felt vindicated 
when in my work, when 
dur ing a book launch 
ceremony, the Hon'ble 
Governor stated that if one 

were to ask the average person where Dholka is, they 
would not know. However, in matters related to 
community harmony, Dholka's name would probably be 
the rst in people's minds. 

Beyond this I have also worked hard in the eld of Hindu-
Muslim unity and I am well aware of the fact that 
communal harmony is only possible through unity and I 
have focused on this from the beginning. If I begin talking 
about the various issues I have had in this area, then we 
will be talking for hours. Nevertheless, I can look back 
with some satisfaction at the work I have done to 
promote communal harmony. And I am privileged that 
through my work I have contributed towards educating 
and building a more equitable society.

Question: What kind of food do you enjoy?

Answer: Khichidi, Bhakhari and Subzi 
(Cooked Vegetables)

Question: Who is your favourite author?

Answer: Shri Raghuvir Chaudhary

Question: What kind of books do you like?

Answer: I really like books about social equanimity

Question: Which is your favourite colour?

Answer: Saffron

Question: Which is your favourite sport?

Answer:  Cricket

Question: Who is your favourite singer?

Answer: Mukesh Sahab

Question: Who is your favourite actor?

Answer: Shri Manoj Kumar, who is also a good friend

Question: Which is your favourite tourist spot?

Answer: Sardar Sarovar

Question: Which is your favourite vehicle?

Answer: Scooter

Question: Which is your favourite heritage site?

Answer: I like ancient temples, especially the 
Vadnagar and Hatkeshwar Temples

Question: Which is your favourite song?

Answer: Ae mere pyare watan,
  ae mere bichere chaman,
tujhpe dil kurbaan, tu hi meri  aarzoo,
  tu hi meri aabroo, tu hi meri jaan.     
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been to develop an environment of quality education 
where practical knowledge is also imparted apart from 
the bookish knowledge. I feel that for a nation to have a 
secure future, the youth of the nation needs to be 
disciplined, mentally strong and full of self condence. I 
have started many initiatives that not only will make the 
students well educated but will also develop their 
personality. Be it about meeting the basics requirements 
or providing quality education, installation of CCTV 
cameras in examination halls or putting an end to the 
malpractice of bribery for qualifying examinations, our 
efforts have been in all directions. My effort is to nurture a 
future generation that is full of self-belief and truly 

knowledgeable, a generation where the 
students score well because of their 
own hard work and efforts. Only 
students with a strong character can 
become a good doctor, lawyer, 
engineer or politician. I believe that all 
responsibilities related to development 
of the education sector are extremely 
important, be it those of an educationist, 
an education minister or the students' 
parents. All of us need to contribute 
towards building a bright future for the 
students of today. And as far as the 
question of my satisfaction is concerned, 
I've already said that there is no place for 
satisfaction when one is involved in 
public service. This is an everlasting 
process of improvement. We need to 
keep updat ing our faci l i t ies and 
infrastructure as per the need of the hour 
so that along with the students, the nation 
too secures a bright future.

Q-11: Even at this age, you work 
so hard day and night. What is the 
source of your energy?

A-11: Whenever I need to go for an 
event, if I feel tired, I take a nap in the car 
itself to freshen up. As I can't drive, I 
always have a driver with me which is a 
great help. Apart from that, I usually 
wake up by 6-6.30 in the morning and 
pay special attention towards my diet. 
And as I have said before that I like to 
lead a disciplined life and hence carry out 
all my tasks on time. These might be the 
reasons why I still able to stay energetic.

Q.12- What are your views on the issue of 
demonetization?

A.12- I consider demonetization a good and bold 
decision by the Government of India. Hon'ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi took this decision to cleanse 
India, from the continuing lth that was being spread 
through black money. Previously, there was very high 
quantum of fake currency circulating within the country, 
which in turn had been fueling problems such related to 
rising prices, naxalism and even terrorism in certain areas. 
The decision taken by Modi ji has broken the back of all of 
these troublemakers in one fell-swoop. 
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Transparency and accountability to its citizens are vital 
qualities that any government should possess, and the 
Modi Government is a great example of this. After 
demonetization, taking the country towards a cashless 
economy is in itself indicative of the Government's push 
towards greater transparency, as it reduces the chances 
of tax fraud and any possibilities of creating black money. 

Q.13- After demonetization, how ready is 
Gujarat to transition towards a more digital and 
cashless economy?

A.13- Look, the Gujarat government is always ready to 
help in the development of its citizens. This is true for 
demonetization as well, for which we have made all the 
necessary preparations. Furthermore, our Chief Minister 
has been very prompt in his actions with regard to this 
matter. Starting from the Chief Minister's Ofce, various 
ministers, and top ofcials of various government 
departments as well the administration at the taluka level, 
every section of the Gujarat government is working day 
and night on expanding the scope of the cashless 
payment system within the state. 

The villages of Akodara and Punsari are fully digital and 
you yourselves must have seen in the media that in the 
area of e-transactions, our state has no rival. Many of our 
milk co-operatives also use P.O.S machines to make 
payments. Our government also held meetings with 
banks, trade organizations, industrial organizations and 
educational institutions, to nd ways to introduce cashless 

systems in a smoother manner and you will see the 
results of these soon. 

Therefore, I feel that Gujarat is fully ready for this 
transition, and we will continue our efforts to make this as 
smooth as possible. 

Q.14- What are your thoughts on the elections in 2017?

A.14- Our party has always strived to represent the core 
values behind service to the public, something which we 
have continuously accomplished for the last decade and a 
half. We have worked tirelessly to further highlight the 
special traits of Gujarat and remove any shortcomings. 
The public understands very well, just who works for 
their well being and who is only interested in earning 
political mileage. 

For example, recently our Hon'ble Chief Minister 
launched the Seva Setu and Pragati Setu programs. This is 
an initiative through which the government will be able to 
resolve the problems affecting the people, by coming to 
their homes. What I mean is that through this 
programme, the citizens of this scheme will now be able 
to fulll all the necessary formalities necessary to take the 
benet of any government scheme, within their own 
village. It is through such acts of public service over the 
years that we have managed to win a place in the hearts of 
the people. And this is why in 2017 election, the people 
will give us the chance to serve them once again, with a 
large majority. 
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Government takes
Major Pro-Poor Decision:

Gives Land Titles to Occupants
of Land Seized under

Urban Land Ceiling

This visionary decision was taken at a cabinet meeting 

chaired by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani on 

December 7, 2016. Once passed the ordinance was 

sent to Governor Shri O.P Kohli for his approval. 

Speaking on this decision at a press conference in 

Gandhinagar, Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister Shri Nitin 

Patel said, “Gujarat Government's decision under the 

leadership of Vijay Rupani, will benet thousands of poor 

families whose houses were not legal and who were 

unable to mortgage them for getting loans. This initiative 

will give legal possession of houses to their holders.”

As per the ordinance passed by the government, house-

owners on the 33.88 lakh Sq. Mt of land will now be able 

to regularize their dwellings and legalize the construction 

after the payment of a xed fee. No land that is used for 

commerce or industry will be regularized under the 

ordinance. The rates for the fees are as follows:-

According to the State government, over 70,000 families 

living in Gujarat's major cities will benet from this 

ordinance. They include the following:-

Previously properties which had encroached on land that 

came under the ULC act were transferred on the basis of 

power of attorney. But after the approval of this 

ordinance, people can now have their titles cleared and 

formalized. However, the government has kept a few 

conditions in place, the rst of which is only people who 

have had this land in their possession prior to January 1, 

2011 can apply to the concerned Tehsildar for 

regularization as rst owner.

Those who have purchased such land after this date, but 

prior to May 31, 2016 can also apply, after they have 

shown proof of transfer of land. However, individuals 

who have come into possession of this land after May 31, 

2016 are not eligible for the regularization of this land 

holding under this ordinance. . 

On December 8, 2016 the Gujarat Government passed an ordinance which 

provided land titles to occupants of lands, which till now had been seized by the state 

government under the now defunct Urban Land Ceiling Act.

Fees to be paid for Regularization
(As per Jantri Rates)

 S. No. Area of Plot occupied Rate of Payment

  (in Sq. Mt.) (in %)

 1 25 10

 2 26- 50 15

 3 51-75 20

 4 76-100 30

 5 101-150 50

 6 151-200 60

 7 201-250 70

 8 251 or greater 100

Land & Beneciaries
 S.  Name Residence Built Number of 
 No. of City over Land (Sq. Mtr) Families

 1 Ahmedabad 17,12,317 35,700

 2 Surat 8,44,769 17,600

 3 Rajkot 4,09,818 8,200

 4 Jamnagar 2,50,979 4,920

 5 Vadodara 1,70,491 3,480

Regularized

LEGAL REFORM
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The Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit, since its inception in 

2003, has established itself as the biggest international 

business event of India. It is a visionary approach towards 

inclusive development, by ensuring policy driven 

governance and effective business promotion.

The biennial Summit is now a unique forum for exploring 

investment opportunities, sharing knowledge and 

networking, while, at the same time addressing the current 

national challenges.

The Summit 2017 will bring together Heads of States and 

Governments, policy makers, corporate leaders, 

intellectuals and experts from across the world to further 

investments and promote economic cooperation.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Several pre–summit events are being organized across the state to build momentum 

for the main event. These pre events include seminars and festivals on agendas 

ranging from Start-up India to Cinematic Tourism In Gujarat. Apart from that, road 

shows are being held at all the major Indian cities to promote the summit.

RUN UP TO THE EVENT

The seminar was organised to promote Gujarat as a preferred lm shooting 

destination which would in turn boost the tourism in the state.

Cinematic Tourism- The Way Forward : August 29, 2016

The event showcased the opportunities the state of Gujarat offers in the sphere of 

sustainable agriculture and food processing. Discussions were held on new ideas for 

sustainable agriculture.

Growth Opportunities through Sustainable Agriculture & Food 
Processing : September 2, 2016

National Summit on Innovations  and Technology (NSIT) :
 30 September - 01 October 2016

The Summit intended to provide an effective platform to experts, professionals, 
software solution providers, industry leaders, academia, start-ups to participate, 
interact, exchange opinions & views, discuss issues and analyze solution frame works.

This conclave was organized with an objective to arrive at a way forward for the 
Government, Academia, Thought Leaders and Student Community through 
comprehensive discussions and deliberations on Quality, Governance and Innovation 
with respect to higher education.

International Conclave on Higher Education : October 18, 2016

Vibrant Gujarat Startup Summit : 21 October - 22 October 2016

A two-day event full of experiential networking and learning for start-ups and aspiring 

entrepreneurs. The event included a notable line of expert speakers addressing to a 

great diversity of attendees on some topics critical to inspiration and innovation - 

targeted specically to the interests, challenges and opportunities for entrepreneurs.

December 20164140December 2016
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Employment linked Skill Development :
November 24, 2016

WASTECH International Summit &
Expo 2016 : 02 December - 04 December 2016

Urban Mobility India Conference & Expo -with Ministry of Urban 
Development, Government of India :

November 8, 2016 - November 11, 2016
The objective of UMI is to bring together urban 

transport professionals and ofcials in the country 

as well as international experts to enable them to 

share views and to share their experiences. The 

conference is marked by interactions and 

discussions around case studies to assist the cities, 

whose ofcials attend the conference, in keeping 

themselves up to date with best urban transport 

practices and to carry home ideas to develop their 

urban transport along a sustainable path. 

Experts discussed building the right 

skills for sustainable employment, 

connecting skills with occupations, 

challenges and opportunities, skills for 

green jobs and emerging trades at the 

day-long seminar.

10th January

4 Nobel Dialogue  

4 Inauguration of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit by 
Hon'ble Prime Minister 

4 Global CEO Roundtable  

11th January

4 GST : The Gamechanger for Indian Economy 

4 Smart and Livable Cities: Opportunities and 
Challenges 

4 Genes, Gene Editing And The New Biotechnology 

4 Innovation, Startups & Entrepreneurship 

4 Make in Gujarat : Food Processing 

4 Smart Village program of Gujarat Government 

4 United Arab Emirates Country Seminar 

4 Business Potential of IFSC in India 

4 Ease of Doing Business – Regulators as Facilitators 

4 Health for Inclusive Development 

4 Make in Gujarat – Engineering, Heavy Engineering & 
Automotive – Opportunities in the Era of Technology 

4 Smart and Livable Cities: Opportunities and Challenges 
(Action Seminar) 

12th January

4 Inclusive Growth (Agriculture & Rural Economy) 

4 Make in Gujarat - Chemicals & Petrochemicals - 
Leveraging technology for Gujarat's next leap 
towards 

4 Make in Gujarat : Textiles 

4 Make in Gujarat: Opportunities and Challenges in 
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Manufacturing 

4 MSME Clusters - Basis of Innovation, Inclusion and 
Competitiveness 

4 Skilling and Human Capital 

4 Infrastructure & Logistics

4 Make in Gujarat : Aerospace and Defence 

4 Make in Gujarat : Plastics 

Vibrant Gujarat 2017
Event HighlightsPartner Countries

Partner Organizations

UIBC
The theme of this conference was 'The 

Way to Sustainability' and was attended 

by industrialists and experts in waste 

management from different states of 

India and abroad.

December 20164342December 2016



AUSTRALIA CANADA DENMARK

FRANCE JAPAN THE NETHERLAND

POLAND SINGAPUR SWEDEN

UAE UK USA

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Employment linked Skill Development :
November 24, 2016

WASTECH International Summit &
Expo 2016 : 02 December - 04 December 2016

Urban Mobility India Conference & Expo -with Ministry of Urban 
Development, Government of India :

November 8, 2016 - November 11, 2016
The objective of UMI is to bring together urban 

transport professionals and ofcials in the country 

as well as international experts to enable them to 

share views and to share their experiences. The 

conference is marked by interactions and 

discussions around case studies to assist the cities, 

whose ofcials attend the conference, in keeping 

themselves up to date with best urban transport 

practices and to carry home ideas to develop their 

urban transport along a sustainable path. 

Experts discussed building the right 

skills for sustainable employment, 

connecting skills with occupations, 

challenges and opportunities, skills for 

green jobs and emerging trades at the 

day-long seminar.

10th January

4 Nobel Dialogue  

4 Inauguration of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit by 
Hon'ble Prime Minister 

4 Global CEO Roundtable  

11th January

4 GST : The Gamechanger for Indian Economy 

4 Smart and Livable Cities: Opportunities and 
Challenges 

4 Genes, Gene Editing And The New Biotechnology 

4 Innovation, Startups & Entrepreneurship 

4 Make in Gujarat : Food Processing 

4 Smart Village program of Gujarat Government 

4 United Arab Emirates Country Seminar 

4 Business Potential of IFSC in India 

4 Ease of Doing Business – Regulators as Facilitators 

4 Health for Inclusive Development 

4 Make in Gujarat – Engineering, Heavy Engineering & 
Automotive – Opportunities in the Era of Technology 

4 Smart and Livable Cities: Opportunities and Challenges 
(Action Seminar) 

12th January

4 Inclusive Growth (Agriculture & Rural Economy) 

4 Make in Gujarat - Chemicals & Petrochemicals - 
Leveraging technology for Gujarat's next leap 
towards 

4 Make in Gujarat : Textiles 

4 Make in Gujarat: Opportunities and Challenges in 
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Manufacturing 

4 MSME Clusters - Basis of Innovation, Inclusion and 
Competitiveness 

4 Skilling and Human Capital 

4 Infrastructure & Logistics

4 Make in Gujarat : Aerospace and Defence 

4 Make in Gujarat : Plastics 

Vibrant Gujarat 2017
Event HighlightsPartner Countries

Partner Organizations

UIBC
The theme of this conference was 'The 

Way to Sustainability' and was attended 

by industrialists and experts in waste 

management from different states of 

India and abroad.

December 20164342December 2016



Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

NOBEL LAUREATESNOBEL LAUREATES
ATTENDING THE EVENTATTENDING THE EVENT
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ATTENDING THE EVENT

William E Moerner
William Esco Moerner (born June 24, 1953) is an American 

physical chemist and chemical physicist with current work in the 

biophysics and imaging of single molecules. He is credited with 

achieving the rst optical detection and spectroscopy of a single 

molecule in condensed phases, along with his postdoc, Lothar 

Kador. Optical study of single molecules has subsequently 

become a widely used single-molecule experiment in chemistry, 

physics and biology. In 2014 he was awarded the Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry.

Harold E Varmus
Harold Eliot Varmus (born December 18, 1939) is an American 

Nobel Prize-winning scientist and was the 14th Director of the 

National Cancer Institute, a post to which he was appointed by 

President Barack Obama. He was a co-recipient (along with J. 

Michael Bishop) of the 1989 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 

for discovery of the cellular origin of retroviral oncogenes. He is 

currently the Lewis Thomas University Professor of Medicine at 

Weill Cornell Medicine and a Senior Associate at the New York 

Genome Center.

Venkatraman Ramakrishnan
Venkatraman "Venki" Ramakrishnan (born 1952) is an Indian-
American-British structural biologist of Indian origin. He is the 
current President of the Royal Society, having held the position 
since November 2015. In 2009 he shared the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry with Thomas A. Steitz and Ada Yonath, "for studies of 
the structure and function of the ribosome".

Since 1999, he has worked as a group leader at the Medical 
Research Council (MRC) Laboratory of Molecular Biology (LMB) 
on the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, UK, where he is also the 
Deputy Director.

David Gross
David Jonathan Gross (born February 19, 1941) is an American 
theoretical physicist and string theorist. Along with Frank 
Wilczek and David Politzer, he was awarded the 2004 Nobel Prize 
in Physics for their discovery of asymptotic freedom. He is the 
former director and current holder of the Frederick W. Gluck 
Chair in Theoretical Physics at the Kavli Institute for Theoretical 
Physics of the University of California, Santa Barbara. He is also a 
faculty member in the UC Santa Barbara Physics Department 
and is currently afliated with the Institute for Quantum Studies 
at Chapman University in California. He is the Foreign Member of 
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Ada Yonath
Ada E. Yonath (born 22 June 1939)[1] is  an Israel i 
crystallographer best known for her pioneering work on the 
structure of the ribosome. She is the current director of the 
Helen and Milton A. Kimmelman Center for Biomolecular 
Structure and Assembly of the Weizmann Institute of Science. In 
2009, she received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry along with 
Venkatraman Ramakrishnan and Thomas A. Steitz for her studies 
on the structure and function of the ribosome, becoming the rst 
Israeli woman to win the Nobel Prize out of ten Israeli Nobel 
laureates, the rst woman from the Middle East to win a Nobel 
prize in the sciences, and the rst woman in 45 years to win the 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry. However, she said herself that there 
was nothing special about a woman winning the Prize.
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Richard J. Roberts
Sir Richard John Roberts (born 6 September 1943) is an English 

biochemist and molecular biologist. He was awarded the 1993 

Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with Phillip Allen Sharp for 

the discovery of introns in eukaryotic DNA and the mechanism of 

gene-splicing. He currently works at New England Biolabs.

Randy Wayne Schekman 
Randy Wayne Schekman (born December 30, 1948) is a Nobel 

Prize-winning American cell biologist at the University of 

California, Berkeley, and former editor-in-chief of Proceedings of 

the National Academy of Sciences. In 2011, he was announced as 

the editor of eLife, a new high-prole open-access journal 

published by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, the Max 

Planck Society and the Wellcome Trust, launched in 2012. He was 

elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 1992. Schekman 

shared the 2013 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine with 

James Rothman and Thomas C. Südhof for their ground-breaking 

work on cell membrane vesicle trafcking.

Serge Haroche
Serge Haroche (born 11 September 1944) is a French physicist 

who was awarded the 2012 Nobel Prize for Physics jointly with 

David J. Wineland for "ground-breaking experimental methods 

that enable measuring and manipulation of individual quantum 

systems", a study of the particle of light, the photon. This and his 

other works developed laser spectroscopy. Since 2001, Haroche 

is a Professor at the Collège de France and holds the Chair of 

Quantum Physics. In 1971 he defended his doctoral thesis in 

physics at the University of Paris VI, his research has been 

conducted under the direction of Claude Cohen-Tannoudji.

Gandhinagar City
Peps Up for the Mega Event

Digital Signages cum Environmental 
Sensors are being installed at 9 

locations in the city. 

Digital Signage
Environmental Sensor 

Video-wall, Command & Control Room 

Command and control room has been set up in the city to monitor various activities like trafc 
situation, movement of dignitaries, any anti-social activity etc. form a centralized location for better 

law enforcement.
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More than a thousand smart street lights 
have been installed throughout the city 

Smart Street Lights 

IP based Public Announcement System

IP based Public Announcement Systems have 
been installed at 13 locations across the city

Gandhinagar City Wi-Fi  

755 Wi-Fi access spots have been installed 
across the city

207 CCTV cameras 
have been installed 

across the city

 Camera Type Live

 PTZ Camera 17

 Fix Camera 110

 Speed Detec�on Camera 16

 ANPR Camera 48

 Face Detec�on Camera 16

 Total 207
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CM Rupani Meets Key Industry 

Leaders & Invites them to Join 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 

2017 (November 22, 2016)
In the run-up to the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2017, 

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani held an 

interactive session with several industry leaders and 

dignitaries at Hotel Trident in Mumbai. The Chief Minister 

encouraged them to attend them attend the upcoming 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit and talked about why 

Gujarat remained one of the best investment destinations 

in India. Some of the key industrialists that the Chief 

Minister held personal meetings with include Mr. Mukesh 

Ambani (Chairman Reliance Industries Limited), Mr. 

Ratan Tata (Chairman, Tata Group), Mr. Adi Godrej 

(Chairman, Godrej Group) and Mr. Uday Kotak 

(Managing Director, Kotak Mahindra Bank). 

CM Rupani Inaugurates Seminar on 

Employment Linked Skill 

Development (November 24, 2016)
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated the 

'International Seminar on Employment Linked Skill 

Development' at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. On this 

occasion the Chief Minister spoke on the infrastructure 

Gujarat has in place for skill development including 100 

Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs), 500 Skill Development 

Centres, 25 Women's' ITIs and two ITIs for Divyang 

(physically challenged), being run on Public-Private 

Partnership (PPP) basis in collaboration with the Centre for 

Excellence. CM Rupani also released a booklet titled 'Skill 

Eco-System of Gujarat' during the event. 

CM Rupani Dedicates Affordable 

Houses & other Developmental 

Projects of Surat Municipal 

Corporation (November 25, 2016)
Continuing his Government's efforts to create a slum-

free, clean and healthy Gujarat, Hon'ble Chief Minister 

Shri Vijay Rupani dedicated 3522 LIG/MIG affordable 

houses in various areas across Surat. The beneciaries 

have been handed the keys and house agreements to 

their accommodations by various dignitaries. 

The Chief Minister also took the occasion to dedicate as 

many 50 ultra –modern AC buses and about 50 non-AC 

buses to the people of Surat as part of the BRTS project. 

BRTS city buses were also agged off at Singanpor-Tunki, 

Katargam of Surat. 

Gujarat signs MoU worth $2 Billion 

in Infrastructural Projects with 

China-based Sany Group 

(November 28, 2016)
Mr. Liang Wengen, Chairman of China based company 

the Sany Group, paid a courtesy visit to Hon'ble Chief 

Minister Shri Vijay Rupani. In his meeting with the Chief 
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Minister the delegation talked about investing in 

infrastructure projects in Gujarat. They also signed a 

MoU for investing $2 Billion in the presence of Mr. 

Rupani. As per the document the Sany group will invest in 

wind power projects and develop 1000 MW of wind 

power from 2017-2022. 

Under the MoU, the group will also contribute and invest 

in solar hybrid energy projects, manufacturing of 

equipments for wind power and Smart City 

development and Housing and industrialization. The 

State government also talked about helping to ease the 

process of getting the necessary permissions, registration 

and approvals. During the meeting CM Rupani also talked 

about the upcoming Vibrant Gujarat summit and invited 

them to attend it. 

CISCO and GIFT City sign MoU for 

Smart City domain in presence of 

Gujarat CM (December 15, 2016)
In the presence of Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay 

Rupani, US based technology rm CISCO and Gujarat 

International Finance Tec-City (GIFT) signed a MoU to 

jointly provide public Wi-Fi, Smart Parking, Smart 

Transportation, Trafc Analytics and Remote Expert 

Services. 

The MoU also covered linking the city's Smart Kiosk and 

Smart Environment Centre to monitor climate and noise 

pollution with its digital platform and setup a City 

Command and Control Centre jointly with CISCO to 

provide an effect ive transportat ion system at 

Gandhinagar and GIFT City.The agreement allows for 

experts from CISCO to specially develop Application for 

GIFT City in Intellectual Property Rights, Mobile 

Application technology, Cloud Computing and Data 

Analysis. 

CM Rupani Inaugurates Vibrant 

Ceramics Expo & Summit 2016 in 

Ahmedabad (December 16, 2016)
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated a 

three-day long Vibrant Ceramics Expo & Summit 2016 at 

the Sabarmati Riverfront in Ahmedabad. The summit 

which acts as a pre-event to the Vibrant Gujarat Global 

Summit 2017 saw over 100 delegates and participants 

from 20 Indian states and 24 foreign countries. The 

three-day event was held under the aegis of the Morbi 

Ceramics Association, who presented a cheque for Rs. 

11 Lakh for the Chief Minister's Girls Education Fund. 

The Chief Minister stated that as many as 18 investor-

friendly policies have been framed in Gujarat with an 

emphasis on 'Clear Concept; No Confusion'. Speaking 

on Gujarat's ceramics industry, CM Rupani stated that 

they were held in as much esteem the world over as the 

State's diamond industry. 
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Minister the delegation talked about investing in 

infrastructure projects in Gujarat. They also signed a 

MoU for investing $2 Billion in the presence of Mr. 

Rupani. As per the document the Sany group will invest in 

wind power projects and develop 1000 MW of wind 

power from 2017-2022. 

Under the MoU, the group will also contribute and invest 

in solar hybrid energy projects, manufacturing of 

equipments for wind power and Smart City 

development and Housing and industrialization. The 

State government also talked about helping to ease the 
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about the upcoming Vibrant Gujarat summit and invited 

them to attend it. 
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three-day event was held under the aegis of the Morbi 
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