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Compassion towards ora and fauna brings out the humane side of any individual. Since 2017, the Karuna Abhiyan launched in 
Gujarat presents the same image of Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani to the public. This year also, between 10 January and 20 January, 
Karuna Abhiyan 2020 was conducted and the lives of thousands of birds and animals were protected. A special article written on 
Karuna Abhiyan is published in this issue so that all of us are motivated to become sensitive towards the animals around us.

Our commitment and sense of duty towards you enables us to bring ‘Gujarat – Marching Ahead’ magazine to you every 
month. We sincerely hope that we will continue to be the main source for the latest information regarding the development and 
good governance of Gujarat.

As the new decade ushered in, Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi spoke about the achievements of the country in 
the past and upcoming goals in his popular radio programme ‘Mann ki Baat’ on January 26, 2020. At the same time, Chief Minister 
Shri Vijay Rupani also carried forward the sequel of his popular 'Mokla Mane' program on 6 February. In this issue, we have 
mentioned all the major highlights and important points of these two programs by two big and popular public representatives of the 
country to reach out to the public.

Gujarat has consistently been on top when it comes to water management. Despite the various natural and geographical 
challenges, the manner in which Gujarat has consistently maintained itself as a top runner in water management is laudable. In the 
month of January, Gujarat has won some more accolades for its water management schemes and projects. Highlighting these 
accolades, we present to you an article detailing the schemes and programmes on water management that have brought laurels to 
the state.

In the rst budget of the third decade of the 21st century, Smt Sitharaman announced a number of long-term reforms aimed at 
further strengthening the Indian economy and social structure through short-term, medium-term and long-term measures. Budget 
2020-21 is testimony to the Central Government's rm commitment to boost investment in sectors such as agriculture, social 
sector, education and health. Looking at the blueprint, we can say that it will serve as the roadmap for holistic development of the 
country. In this edition, while we have included a cover story that highlights the major announcements made under the Union 
Budget, we have also highlighted important points announced for the state of Gujarat.

Budget presentation is one of the most important tasks and one of the biggest events for any government. Recently, Hon’ble 
Finance Minister Smt Nirmala Sitharaman presented the Union Budget on February 1, 2020.

It is essential to balance economic development with the well being of the community. Nothing can be more important than 
good nutritious food and good health to maintain healthy standards of living. The recently launched Gujarat Poshan Abhiyaan 2020-
22 by the Government of Gujarat reects this approach of the government. Through this two-year-long campaign, Chief Minister 
Shri Vijay Rupani is determined to make the state of Gujarat, which is already a leader in economic development, a leader in 
community development and sustenance. An article reecting the thoughts and objectives of Hon'ble Chief Minister on Human 
Development is available here for all of you.

Dear Readers,

Amidst nation-wide celebrations on 26th January, Gujarat stuck to its unique tradition and held the Republic Day celebrations in 
Rajkot, located in the Saurashtra region, miles away from the state capital. The Chief Minister of Gujarat Shri Vijay Rupani celebrated 
the Republic Day in the presence of Hon’ble Governor Shri Acharya Devvrat. On the Racecourse Grounds in Rajkot, Shri Devvrat 
and Shri Rupani stood for the salute of the parade during the celebrations, where attractive tableaux, cultural performances and 
patriotic songs were performed to mark the Day.  Our feature on the Republic Day, which stresses its importance, is bound to instil a 
sense of pride and patriotism in you.
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Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurates the ‘State Focus Paper’ for Gujarat for the year 2020-21 
prepared by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) on 12th February 2020 at 
the Secretariat in Gandhinagar in the presence of Deputy Chief Minister Shri Nitin Patel. The State Focus Paper 
presents the potential for deployment of Bank credit under priority sectors for the state.

The State Focus Paper was presented at the State Credit seminar which stated that NABARD has 
estimated category-wise credit potential estimations of Rs.95,981 crore for agriculture, Rs.72,017 crore for 
MSME and Rs.19,356 crore for other priority sectors for 2020-21.

Speaking in the interest of the rural people, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani said, “It is the responsibility 
of the banks to create banks within 5 km of rural areas.” Having banks in rural areas will provide economic 
assistance to the rural people and also increase the Per Capita Income of the state.



Compassion towards ora and fauna brings out the humane side of any individual. Since 2017, the Karuna Abhiyan launched in 
Gujarat presents the same image of Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani to the public. This year also, between 10 January and 20 January, 
Karuna Abhiyan 2020 was conducted and the lives of thousands of birds and animals were protected. A special article written on 
Karuna Abhiyan is published in this issue so that all of us are motivated to become sensitive towards the animals around us.

Our commitment and sense of duty towards you enables us to bring ‘Gujarat – Marching Ahead’ magazine to you every 
month. We sincerely hope that we will continue to be the main source for the latest information regarding the development and 
good governance of Gujarat.

As the new decade ushered in, Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi spoke about the achievements of the country in 
the past and upcoming goals in his popular radio programme ‘Mann ki Baat’ on January 26, 2020. At the same time, Chief Minister 
Shri Vijay Rupani also carried forward the sequel of his popular 'Mokla Mane' program on 6 February. In this issue, we have 
mentioned all the major highlights and important points of these two programs by two big and popular public representatives of the 
country to reach out to the public.

Gujarat has consistently been on top when it comes to water management. Despite the various natural and geographical 
challenges, the manner in which Gujarat has consistently maintained itself as a top runner in water management is laudable. In the 
month of January, Gujarat has won some more accolades for its water management schemes and projects. Highlighting these 
accolades, we present to you an article detailing the schemes and programmes on water management that have brought laurels to 
the state.

In the rst budget of the third decade of the 21st century, Smt Sitharaman announced a number of long-term reforms aimed at 
further strengthening the Indian economy and social structure through short-term, medium-term and long-term measures. Budget 
2020-21 is testimony to the Central Government's rm commitment to boost investment in sectors such as agriculture, social 
sector, education and health. Looking at the blueprint, we can say that it will serve as the roadmap for holistic development of the 
country. In this edition, while we have included a cover story that highlights the major announcements made under the Union 
Budget, we have also highlighted important points announced for the state of Gujarat.

Budget presentation is one of the most important tasks and one of the biggest events for any government. Recently, Hon’ble 
Finance Minister Smt Nirmala Sitharaman presented the Union Budget on February 1, 2020.

It is essential to balance economic development with the well being of the community. Nothing can be more important than 
good nutritious food and good health to maintain healthy standards of living. The recently launched Gujarat Poshan Abhiyaan 2020-
22 by the Government of Gujarat reects this approach of the government. Through this two-year-long campaign, Chief Minister 
Shri Vijay Rupani is determined to make the state of Gujarat, which is already a leader in economic development, a leader in 
community development and sustenance. An article reecting the thoughts and objectives of Hon'ble Chief Minister on Human 
Development is available here for all of you.

Dear Readers,

Amidst nation-wide celebrations on 26th January, Gujarat stuck to its unique tradition and held the Republic Day celebrations in 
Rajkot, located in the Saurashtra region, miles away from the state capital. The Chief Minister of Gujarat Shri Vijay Rupani celebrated 
the Republic Day in the presence of Hon’ble Governor Shri Acharya Devvrat. On the Racecourse Grounds in Rajkot, Shri Devvrat 
and Shri Rupani stood for the salute of the parade during the celebrations, where attractive tableaux, cultural performances and 
patriotic songs were performed to mark the Day.  Our feature on the Republic Day, which stresses its importance, is bound to instil a 
sense of pride and patriotism in you.

From the
Editor’s Desk

2

Gujarat Marching Ahead

3

Gujarat Marching Ahead

Editor
Ashwini Kumar

Managing Editor
Abhinav Sharma

Team “Gujarat Marching Ahead”
Apoorva Rampal, Vikas Kumar Pandey,

Dhruva Jetly

Production Co-ordinator
Vikas Kumar Pandey

Volume 6, Issue 1, February 2020

Design & Layout 
Crayon Creative & Media Agency, Gandhinagar

Concept
Aakhya Media Services

Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurates the ‘State Focus Paper’ for Gujarat for the year 2020-21 
prepared by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) on 12th February 2020 at 
the Secretariat in Gandhinagar in the presence of Deputy Chief Minister Shri Nitin Patel. The State Focus Paper 
presents the potential for deployment of Bank credit under priority sectors for the state.

The State Focus Paper was presented at the State Credit seminar which stated that NABARD has 
estimated category-wise credit potential estimations of Rs.95,981 crore for agriculture, Rs.72,017 crore for 
MSME and Rs.19,356 crore for other priority sectors for 2020-21.

Speaking in the interest of the rural people, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani said, “It is the responsibility 
of the banks to create banks within 5 km of rural areas.” Having banks in rural areas will provide economic 
assistance to the rural people and also increase the Per Capita Income of the state.



4 5

STATE-FUNCTION

CONTENTS

Gujarat Marching Ahead

STATE-FUNCTION

71st Republic Day

05

WATER MANAGEMENT

Gujarat paces towards
water security  

16

NUTRITION

Poshan Abhiyaan:
For a Healthy Gujarat

38

COVER STORY

Snapshot of Union
Budget 2020-21

20

 NEWS SHORTS58

PM'S MESSAGE

Prime Minister inspires
the citizens with Mann ki Baat

44

GOVERNANCE

CM’s direct interaction
with Gau-palaks

50

SENSITIVE INITIATIVE

Karuna Abhiyan 2020

54

Gujarat celebrates Gujarat celebrates 
71st Republic Day 71st Republic Day 
with grandeurwith grandeur

Gujarat celebrates 
71st Republic Day 
with grandeur

India has completed 70 years as a democratic, India has completed 70 years as a democratic, 
sovereign nation and on 26th January 2020, Gujarat sovereign nation and on 26th January 2020, Gujarat 
along with the entire nation celebrated the 71st along with the entire nation celebrated the 71st 
Republic Day. Republic in its true sense refers to the Republic Day. Republic in its true sense refers to the 
type of governance in which all the functions are type of governance in which all the functions are 
performed by the elected representatives of the performed by the elected representatives of the 
people. There is no doubt that every year, the Republic people. There is no doubt that every year, the Republic 
Day infuses new enthusiasm and refreshed patriotism Day infuses new enthusiasm and refreshed patriotism 
into our lives. This day reminds us of the great into our lives. This day reminds us of the great 
personalities of India who formed the geographical personalities of India who formed the geographical 
and social framework of India after independence. and social framework of India after independence. 
26th January 1950 marks the day when the democratic 26th January 1950 marks the day when the democratic 
constitution was adopted in the country, where people constitution was adopted in the country, where people 
of every religion, creed-sect and caste will be given the of every religion, creed-sect and caste will be given the 
same fundamental rights.same fundamental rights.

India has completed 70 years as a democratic, 
sovereign nation and on 26th January 2020, Gujarat 
along with the entire nation celebrated the 71st 
Republic Day. Republic in its true sense refers to the 
type of governance in which all the functions are 
performed by the elected representatives of the 
people. There is no doubt that every year, the Republic 
Day infuses new enthusiasm and refreshed patriotism 
into our lives. This day reminds us of the great 
personalities of India who formed the geographical 
and social framework of India after independence. 
26th January 1950 marks the day when the democratic 
constitution was adopted in the country, where people 
of every religion, creed-sect and caste will be given the 
same fundamental rights.

Chief Minsiter Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated the modern hygienic ‘Happy Street’ at 
Law Garden, Ahmedabad, Gujarat on 7th February 2020.
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The parade commenced with 922 police 
personnel of 28 platoons parading to the
command of IPS ofcer and parade commandant 
Mr. Praveen Kumar. The police marched to the 
sounds of the band amidst applause from the crowd. 
The dog squad along with police ofcers left the 
crowd amazed by their fascinating stunts on 
motorbikes.

The police department has organized several 
events including cultural programs, rie drills, 

motorcycle stunts, judo-karate, gymnastics, dog 
shows and horse shows. On this occasion, 25 
tableaus representing various departments of the 
state government and the development of the 
state were displayed. The Chief Minister 
honoured the freedom ghters present at the 
Republic Day celebrations and wished them all the 
best. He also accepted the public greetings riding 
in an open jeep.

We celebrate the power of the democratic 

constitution as a national festival on 26th January 

every year. While other states celebrate the 

Republic day in their capitals, the Government of 

Gujarat celebrates it in a different city other than 

the state capital. This tradition was started by the 

then Chief Minister Shri Narendra Modi in order 

to give each city an opportunity to celebrate this 

glorious festival. Taking this tradition forward, the 

present Chief  Minister Shr i  Vi jay Rupani 

celebrated the Republic Day in Rajkot this year in 

the presence of Hon’ble Governor Acharya 

Devvrat.

For the main function of the Republic Day 

celebration, a huge swarm of citizens ocked the 

Racecourse ground to indulge in the patriotic 

function. Hon’ble Governor Acharya Devvrat 

hoisted the tri-colour ag to the sounds of the 

national anthem played by the police band and 

under the owers showered from a helicopter. 

Along with the Hon’ble Governor, Hon’ble Chief 

Minister Shri Vijay Rupani also saluted the national 

ag of the nation. The Chief Minister and the 

Governor then inspected the parade in an open 

jeep.
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A three-day ower show was organized by the Rajkot Municipal Corporation on 24th January 2020 at 
the Race Course. The citizens of Rajkot had an opportunity to observe owers of different species, 

colors, and sizes. The ower show with the theme of 'Urban Forest' featured various frames covered 
with owers conveying different messages including those related to sports, cleanliness and

Plastic-free India and attractive ower sculptures showcasing different ideals of the Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi.

Flower Show

Gujarat Marching Ahead

8

A series of events were organized in Rajkot on the occasion of the 71st Republic
Day. Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani and the citizens of Rajkot participated

enthusiastically in these programs.

Wishing the citizens on the eve of the 71st 
Republic Day from the ‘At Home’ program, 
Governor of Gujarat Shri Acharya Devvrat said, "On 
this auspicious day, we shall all be determined to 
realise the dreams of martyrs in making India 
reach heights of success. National festivals should 
be celebrated in such a way that future 
generations learn about our cultural tradition and 
become responsible citizens after getting 
inspired by the contribution of the martyrs in the 
freedom struggle.” 

On this occasion, the Governor appreciated 
the contribution of industrialists of the Saurashtra 
region in the development of the nation. Urging all 
citizens to be determined, the Hon'ble Governor 
said, “All citizens should participate to take the 
state and nation to peaks of development through 
the mantra of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas by 
ensuring that the welfare policies of the state 
government reach the public.”
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On 24th January, amidst the state-level celebrations for 71st Republic Day in Rajkot, Chief Minister Shri 
Vijay Rupani inaugurated the Weapon Exhibition-2020 and Mashaal (Torchlight) PT organized by Gujarat 
and Rajkot Police at Chaudhary High School. In this exhibition, various weapons like AK 47 rie, LMG 
gun, and integrated telescope, sniper gun used by Border Security Force (BSF) Central Reserve Police 

Force (CRPF), Rapid Task Force (RAF), and Gujarat Police Force including Air Force were displayed. The 
Chief Minister watched the exhibition with interest and indulged in detailed presentation from the 

authorities in this regard. At the event, a great show was put up by the Junagadh State Reserve Force 
(SRP) with fascinating Mashaal (torchlight) PT, in which the symbols of patriotism including Swachh Bharat-

Swasth Bharat, Jai Hind were demonstrated with Mashaal by the SRP jawans.

On the occasion of Republic Day, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani at a state-level function in Rajkot 
inaugurated the National Unity Student Carnival on 24th January under the aegis of the Self-Funded 

School Governing Board on Race Course Road as well as the permanent lighting on the lighting pole by 
the Municipal Corporation. 5000 students of 31 schools in Rajkot displayed a stage depicting the cultures 

of all the states of the country under Student Carnival -2020. The carnival was inaugurated by Chief 
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani to the tune of 'Saare Jahan Se Achcha ... Hindustan Hamara' song. Shri Rupani 

expressed his patriotism by singing the song along with thousands of students. Riding in an open jeep, the 
Chief Minister took a tour around the Race Course Ring Road and saw the cultural diversity of various 

states. More than 150 schools of Rajkot participated in the program, including Divyang children.

Weapon Exhibition 2020 and Mashaal P.T.National Unity Student Carnival
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On 25th January, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani attended a women's conference held at Gondal, Rajkot 
as part of the state-level celebrations for 71st Republic Day. Around 8,000 women were present at the 
event. Reiterating Government of Gujarat's commitment to women empowerment, Shri Rupani said, 

"The Government of Gujarat is committed to upholding women's self-esteem, their pride and 
excellence." 

As part of a campaign run by the district administration and the Women and Child Development 
Department in Rajkot, savings account for 6,882 widowed women was opened in the post ofce for pension 

assistance under the Ganga Swaroop scheme. The certicate of this record of simultaneously opening 
6,882 savings account was recorded in the India Book. It was presented by the representative of the 

institution Ms. Neelima Chhajed to the Collector of Rajkot Ms. Remya Mohan and the Women and Child 
Development Ofcer Mr. Janaksinh Gohil in the presence of Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani. In this program, 
Rajkot Sakhi One Stop Center was awarded ISO certicate and Shri Rupani also launched the logo of the 

Wali Dikari Scheme.

Book Fair
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On 25th January, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated a book fair at Dharmendrasinhji College as a 
part of state-level celebrations for 71st Republic Day in Rajkot. Shri Rupani gave an insight into the positive 

changes in his life that are a result of reading books and the invaluable contribution of books in making 
one’s life. Under the ‘Vanche Gujarat’ campaign of the Government of Gujarat, Taravrat Sahitya Sandhya, 
Shabd Samvad, Author’s Corner and Conversations with Entrepreneurs, Creative Workshop and many 
children related programs were organized from 25th to 29th January. Books related to various subjects 

were available in more than 250 stalls of famous publishers in this book fair.

Mahila SammelanMahila Sammelan
(Women’s Conference)(Women’s Conference)

Mahila Sammelan
(Women’s Conference)
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Book Fair
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On 25th January, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated a book fair at Dharmendrasinhji College as a 
part of state-level celebrations for 71st Republic Day in Rajkot. Shri Rupani gave an insight into the positive 

changes in his life that are a result of reading books and the invaluable contribution of books in making 
one’s life. Under the ‘Vanche Gujarat’ campaign of the Government of Gujarat, Taravrat Sahitya Sandhya, 
Shabd Samvad, Author’s Corner and Conversations with Entrepreneurs, Creative Workshop and many 
children related programs were organized from 25th to 29th January. Books related to various subjects 

were available in more than 250 stalls of famous publishers in this book fair.
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The tableau of the Pride of Gujarat ‘Rani ki Vav: Jal Mandir’ was displayed by the Government of Gujarat 

at the 71st Republic Day celebrations held in Delhi on 26th January 2020. 'Rani ki Vav' is a great example 

of Gujarat's traditional techniques for water conservation which showcases the engineering abilities of 

ancient times as well as a unique combination of ancient civilization, culture, and art. ‘Rani ki Vav’ (Queen's 

stepwell), has been recognized by UNESCO as a marvel of ancient engineering and an important 

historical monument. The stepwell has also been given the status of 'World Heritage Site' by UNESCO.

Handicrafts Exhibition - 2020
Gujarat’s tableau at

Republic Day celebration in Delhi
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Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated a Handicraft Exhibition at Shastri Maidan, 
Rajkot on the eve of Republic Day on 25th January. This was amidst the state-level 

celebrations for the 71st Republic Day. The Chief Minister took a tour of various stalls at 
the exhibition and appreciated the art and workmanship of the artists. On this occasion, 
the Chief Minister presented a citation to more than 13 winning artists at the state and 

national level.
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• Identifying potential of creating storage capacities 
by desilting and removing any waste and devising 
district level plans. As the implementation was 
targeted, small works in huge numbers could be 
ensured and that is how distributed water 
resource management got implemented. It was a 
multifaceted strategy comprised of creating 
surface water potential at distributed locations, 
allowing groundwater to recharge from several 
points and to enhance the efciency of the 
existing distribution system. 

• About 10 lakh people benetted by water saved 
through enhanced efciency in the distribution 
system.

Under the Sujalam Sufalam Jal Abhiyan, the 
storage capacity of existing rivers, ponds, reservoirs, 
check dams and canals is increased by cleaning and 
deepening the water bodies. The fundamental 
requirement for water resource management in 
regions with limited monsoon period is of storage 
that provides a buffer to run through periods with no 
rainfall. This water campaign has set a milestone in 
the domain of water resource management by 
creating an exemplarily huge storage potential in a 
denite time with the direct involvement of the local 
people and public institutions. Based on the buffer, 
the distribution or utilization plan is unfolded. Since, 
Gujarat has already harnessed the sites feasible for 
large or medium dams or weirs, the government is 
now set to create local small storages so that distributed 
water resource management can reach all corners.

IMPLEMENTATION OF 
SUJALAM SUFALAM JAL 

ABHIYAN

• Pipeline has been laid in more than 16,000 
villages to benet people with assured water 
supply. Apart from new lines, older pipelines 
were  a l so  repa i red  wh ich  has  led  to 
improvement in quality of the soil and the crop 
yield as over-irrigation is now avoided.

• Net storage potential increased to 29.74 million 
cubic meter under Sujalam Sufalam Jal Abhiyan in 
2019. This is enough to cater to the water 
requirements of 5.62 lakh people for a year.

• The Jal Abhiyan was a social movement hence 
public participation made it possible to address 
the local requirements and involve local 
manpower. During the three months of the 
campaign in 2019, from February to June, the 
practice of using local machinery including 
63,972 excavators and 2,80,957 number of 
transportation machinery was highly cost-
effective since the expenditure from government 
funds was Rs. 1,860 lakh which would have been 
as high as Rs. 6,000 lakh in case proceeded 
conventionally.

• 11,901 works have been carried out in more 
than 8,000 villages of Gujarat in a small period of 
3 months in the year 2019.

BENEFITS OF SUJALAM 
SUFALAM JAL ABHIYAN

Government of Gujarat has 
laid a visionary plan to 
ensure that the water 
requirements of each 

citizen are satiated with 
proper water management 
concepts backed by science 

to achieve enhanced 
results. Started in 2017, 

Government of Gujarat has 
been extensively working 
towards a water-rich state 
with Sujalam Sufalam Jal 
Abhiyan which has been 
pivotal in achieving on-

ground results to the water 
crisis in Gujarat.

INTEGRATED WATER
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
ADDING RELIABILITY TO WATER MANAGEMENT

WATER MANAGEMENT Gujarat Marching Ahead

16 17

The conceptual 
excellence and 

accomplishments 
of Sujalam 

Sufalam Jal 
Abhiyan 2019 in 

Gujarat have 
bagged the 

SKOCH Award in 
the Platinum 

category.
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Kadana Dahod Lift Irrigation Scheme allows 
400 cusecs of water to be lifted from Kadana 
reservoir to supplement medium irrigation 
schemes like Pata Dungri, Machhalnala, 
Umariya, Vankaleshwar and Edalwada and 58 
village tanks on the route as a method of 
Integrated Water Resource Management. This 
Integrated Water Resource Management is very 
essential as it enhances the reliability by the 
possibility of increasing water during the period 
of crisis and therefore is called a scientic 
approach. 

KADANA DAHOD 
LIFT IRRIGATION 

SCHEME
As the integration of water resources under 

Kadana Dahod Lift Irrigation Scheme in Gujarat 
has been undertaken with a systematic scientic 
approach with proper accounting of water, the 
Central Board of Irrigation and Power, 
Government of India has selected this project 
for the conferment of C.B.I.P. Award as the Best 
Implemented Project.

Benets of the Kadana Dahod 
Lift Irrigation Scheme

• 10,000 hectares of seven Talukas of Dahod and 
Mahisagar district set to be benetted with this project.

• A total lift of 389 meter is required and ve Pumping 
Stations have been constructed for the same.

• With improved irrigation facilities, farmers of Dahod 
district will be able to grow two crops a year.

• It has been completed in mere 28 months.

• Kadana Dahod Lift Irrigation Scheme is built for 
integrating water bodies in hilly terrains with the 
reliable source of Kadana reservoir because despite 
receiving ample rainfall retention of rainwater is a 
difcult task since the probability of big reservoirs is a 
challenge. If small reservoirs are connected with some 
reliable source of water, land resources could be 
better utilized.

Features of the Kadana Dahod 
Lift Irrigation Scheme

• Pipeline of 140-kilometer length has been laid for the 
integration of water.

• The cost of  the project is  Rs.1,400-crore 
approximately.

• 209 villages and Dahod city will be benetted with 
drinking water.

 Below 34 Unsatisfactory

Gujarat is the best-performing state in 
National Hydrology Project as per the 
review of State and Central Government 
Water departments by the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti. under Jal Shakti Abhiyan. The survey 
was based on different activity parameters 
such as procurement, nance, real-time data 
acquisit ion system, data digit ization, 
analytical work, pieces of training. 

 Score Category

This ranking aims at reviewing all water 
departments to ensure that piped drinking 
water connection is provided to all 
households within the next 5 years as per 
the target. Another objective is to bring 
improvement in the extent, quality, and 
accessibility of water resources information, 
decision support system for oods and basin 
level resource assessment/planning and 
strengthening the capacity of targeted water 
resources professionals and management 
institutions under National Hydrology 
Project. It will also facilitate development of a 
nation-wide water resources information 
system.

Allocation of Rs. 119-crore has been 
made for Gujarat under the project and the 
duration of implementation is seven years. 
At the rst milestone evaluation, Gujarat 
Surface Water has obtained 80.51 marks out 
of 100 and stood rst amongst 35 
implementing agencies. The scores are 
categorized as below:

Gujarat ranked the 
best performer in 

National Hydrology 
Project 

 48-100 Satisfactory

 34-40 Moderately unsatisfactory

 40-48 Moderately satisfactory
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The presentation of the budget 
is the most important program 
for any Government. Every 
section of the society, whether it 
is the corporate class or the 
working class, the youth or 
labour class prepare their social 
and economic development 
plans with the help of the 
annual budget of the 
government. Hence, the 
government structures and 
formulates this budget with 
great sincerity and vigilantly so 
that the benets of the public 
welfare schemes of the 
government can reach the last 
person standing in the queue.

The Union Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister  Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman
presented the Union Budget for the nancial year 2020-21 in Parliament on 1st 

February. The Finance Minister announced a number of long-term reforms aimed at 
energizing the Indian economy through short-term, medium-term and long-term 
measures. Announcements made in the Budget 2020 and the visionary planning of 

the Government show that Finance Minister Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman has 
attempted to address the demands of every citizen of the country. Budget 2020-21 
demonstrates the commitment of the Central Government to signicantly increase 

investment in agriculture, social, education and health sector. Budget 2020 is 
balanced and will give a new impetus to the economy. It is the roadmap for the 

holistic development of the country.

Roadmap forRoadmap for
the holisticthe holistic

development ofdevelopment of
the countrythe country

Roadmap for
the holistic

development of
the country
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The three 
prominent 

themes of Union 
Budget 2020-21
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Aspirational India - 
better standards of living 

with access to health, 
education and better 
jobs for all sections of 

the society

Economic 
Development for All - 

'Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’

Caring Society- both 
humane and 

compassionate; 
Antyodaya as an article 

of faith

Did you know?

THE BUDGET IN
PARLIAMENT PASSES
THROUGH 6 STAGES

ब ज ट  क ा

� � त

ुि

त क र ण General
Debate

Investigation
by

departmental
committees

अ न

ुद

ा न  क �

म ा

ंग

 प र  म त द ा न

Voting on
demand
for grant

Passing of
Appropriation

Bill

Passing of
Finance Bill

10 lesser-known facts about Budget

Presentation
of budget

The history of budget dates 150 years back. A couple of lesser-known 
facts about the budget have been listed below -

The rst Budget of Independent India

The rst budget of Independent India was 
presented by Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty on 26th 
November 1947. The Indian economy was 
reviewed under this budget and no new tax was 
imposed.

Mr. James Wilson is also known as the founder 
of the Indian Budget. On 18th February 1860, the 
rst budget of India was presented by Mr. James 
Wilson in the viceroy’s council. This information 
dates back to when India was under British rule.

Mr. C.D. Deshmukh was the rst nance 
minister who was also the former governor of 
Reserve Bank. He was the rst governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India.

The nance minister who did not 
present a budget

The Finance Minister to present 
budget maximum number of times

Mr. Morarji Desai presented the budget 10 
times. He was the only nance minister who 
presented the budget twice on 29th February, in 
1964 and 1968.

The rst budget was proposed by 
James Wilson

Many former Prime Ministers in the history of 
the country presented the budget in Parliament 
while holding the additional charge of the Finance 
Minister. These include Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Ms. 
Indira Gandhi and Mr. Rajiv Gandhi.

Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman becomes 
the second women nance Minister 

after Ms. Indira Gandhi

The rst woman to present the budget in 
Parliament was Ms. Indira Gandhi, who presented 
the budget in Parliament during the Emergency in 
1970. Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman became the second 
woman Finance Minister of India to present the 
budget after Ms. Indira Gandhi.

The ceremony of serving Halwa 
(Indian sweet)

Mr. K.S Negi was the nance minister who did 
not present a budget. He was the nance minister 
for 35 days only.

Governor of RBI becomes the 
Finance Minister

Budget presented by the Prime 
Minister of India

 

Before 2017, the budget was presented on the 
last working day of February. From 2017, it is being 
presented on 1st February or the rst working day of 
February. From 2017, the railway budget has been 
incorporated in the General budget.

Seven days before the Budget is presented, the 
Finance Ministry's budget ofcials, experts, printing 
workers, and other people live away from the rest 
and are enclosed in the room located on the ground 
oor of the Ministry of Finance in North Block. 
During this time, a team of ofcers from the 
Intelligence Bureau is stationed for surveillance.

The process of printing the country's general 
budget along with serving halwa has been a practice 
for years. Halwa is prepared in a large pan and 
served to all employees of the Finance Ministry, as 
well as ofcers and employees engaged in budget 
preparations as they have to stay in the press of 
North Block away from their families.

Change in the date of
presenting the budget

Ofcers remain under strict 
supervision for seven days
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Some important points specific to Gujarat in the Union Budget
presented by the Union Finance Minister Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman 

GIFT IFSC to be a hub for bond listings: 
Indian IFSC will have a competitive advantage for 
raising capital from global investors through the 
IFSC platform. It would have a 4% withholding tax 

compared to 5% in other Global Financial 
Centres. 

The Government of India will initiate derivative 
trading of INR / USD at IFSC located at GIFT City, 
making GIFT City a major trading hub for global 
products. 

• GIFT City: International bullion exchange will be 
made at GIFT city in Gandhinagar. This will help 
India to become a global trading hub and will also 
create employment on a large scale. 

Following in the footsteps of Gujarat 
Forensic Science University and Raksha Shakti 
University will also be established in other states 
of the country. The Finance Minister of the Central 
Government announced the launch of Forensic 
University and Police University similar to Gujarat in 
other states of the country to eliminate terrorism 
and inltration and cybercrime.

Apart from this, a foreign university will be set 
up in Gift City and a Global Data Center will be set 
up in GIFT SEZ. Emphasis will be laid on the 
development of Gift City as a major smart city in 
India. 

• Five archaeological sites of the country will be 
developed along with Dholavira in Gujarat. A 
maritime museum will be built in Lothal.

• New Education Policy will be announced. 150 
higher educat ional  inst i tut ions to start 
apprenticeship embedded Degree-diploma 
courses.  

• Provision of Rs.6,000-crore for Bharatnet 
program. Bharatnet will link 1 lakh Gram 
Panchayats through Fibre to the Home (FTTH) 
connections.

• P r o v i s i o n  o f  R s . 
85,000-crore for the 
welfare of Scheduled 
Castes  and Other 
Backward Classes.• Rs. 15 lakh crore target set for Agricultural credit.

• Policy to enable the private sector to build Data 
Centre parks throughout the country

• Provision of Rs. 22,000-crore for Power and 
Renewable energy sector.

• New scheme NIRVIK 
to be launched to 
p r o v i d e  h i g h e r 
insurance cover to 
businessmen, achieve 
higher export credit 
d i sbur sement  and 
reduction in premium 
for small exporters.

• Provision of Rs.69,00-crore for the Health sector.

• Expansion of National 
Gas Grid to 27000 km.

• Sixteen Action points for agriculture. Aim to 
double farmers' income by 2022.

• Consumers will be able to pay electricity bills with 
smart prepaid meters and select suppliers as per 
their choice.

• Provision of Rs.28,600-crore for women-specic 
schemes and programs.

• Additional 100 airports to be developed by 2024 
under UDAAN Scheme.

• Provision of Rs.1.7 lakh crore for transport 
infrastructure.

• Provision of Rs.99,300- crore for the Education 
Sector. Out of the total, Rs.3,000-crore will be 
invested in skill development.
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The rst Budget of this new decade is a  It combines futuristic visior #JanJanKaBudget.
with a denitive action plan for growth. The Budget will boost income, investment, 
demand and consumption. It will strengthen our nancial systems and the credit ow.

िकसान�, गरीब�, वेतनभोगी म�यम वग� और �यवसायी वग� को लाभ पह�चँाने वाले एक सव��पश� व क�याणकारी आम बजट के िलए म �
�धानम�ी �ी  जी और िव� म�ी �ीमती  जी को �दय से बधाई दतेा ह�।ँ ं ं@narendramodi @nsitharaman #JanJanKaBudget.

Heartiest Congratulations to Prime Minister Shri @narendramodi ji, Smt nsitharaman ji and 
Shri @ianuragthakur ji for the historic budget.
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Rs. 2.83 lakh crore to be allocated for the 
following 16 Action Points:

• PM-KISAN beneciaries to be covered under the 
KCC scheme.

• Rs.1.60 lakh crore for Agriculture, Irrigation & 
allied activities.

• Rs.15 lakh crore target set for the year 2020-21.

• Rs.1 lakh crore sheries’ exports to be achieved 
by 2024-25.

• 200 lakh tonnes sh production targeted by 
2022-23.

Agriculture credit:

• To build a seamless national cold supply chain for 
perishables (milk, meat, sh, etc.)

• Express and Freight trains to have refrigerated 
coaches.

Kisan Rail to be setup by Indian Railways 
through PPP:

• 3,477 Sagar Mitras and 500 Fish Farmer 
Producer Organisations to involve youth in 
sheries extension.

• NABARD Re-Finance Scheme to be further 
expanded.

Blue Economy:

• Rs.1.23 lakh crore for Rural development & 
Panchayati Raj.                          - 

Village Storage Scheme:
• To be run by the SHGs to provide farmers a good 

holding capacity and reduce their logistics cost.

Krishi Udaan to be launched by the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation:
• Both international and national routes to be 

covered.
PM-KUSUM to be expanded:
• 20 lakh farmers to be provided assistance for 

setting up stand-alone solar pumps.

• Scheme to enable farmers to set up solar power 
generation capacity on their fallow/barren lands 
and to sell it to the grid.

Warehousing in line with Warehouse 
Development and Regulatory Authority 
(WDRA) norms:
• Viability Gap Funding for setting up such efcient 

warehouses at the block/taluka level.
• Financing on Negotiable Warehousing Receipts 

(e-NWR) to be integrated with e-NAM.
Livestock:

• Doubling of milk processing capacity to 108 
million MT from 53.5 million MT by 2025.

• Articial insemination to be increased to 70% 
from the present 30%.

• Another 15 lakh farmers to be assisted in 
solarising their grid-connected pump sets.

• NABARD to map and geo-tag agri-warehouses, 
cold storages, reefer van facilities, etc.

Sixteen Action Points for Agriculture, Irrigation and Rural Development

Health & Wellness, Water and Sanitation

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF UNION BUDGET 2020-21
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v Viability Gap Funding window proposed 
for setting up hospitals in the PPP mode.

v Aspirational Districts with no Ayushman 
empanelled hospitals to be covered in 
the rst phase.

v Jan Aushadhi Kendra Scheme to offer 
2000 medicines and 300 surgical items 
in all districts by 2024.

v Cities with million-plus population to be 
encouraged to achieve the objective 
during the current year itself.

• Rs. 6,400 crore (out of Rs. 69,000 crore) for 
PM Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY):

• Rs. 69,000 crore allocated for overall Healthcare 
sector.

• Rs. 3.60 lakh crore approved for Jal 
Jeevan Mission:

• TB Harega Desh Jeetega campaign launched - 
commitment to end Tuberculosis by 2025.

v Augmenting local water sources, 
recharging existing sources, and 
promoting water harvesting and 
desalination.

• Rs.12,300 crore allocation for Swachh Bharat 
Mission in 2020-21.

v Rs.11,500 crore for the year 2020-21.

• Rs.99,300 crore for education sector and

Rs. 3,000 crore for skill development in 2020-21.

• National Police University and National Forensic 

Science University proposed for policing science, 

forensic science, and cyber-forensics.

• Degree level full-edged online education 

program by Top-100 institutions in the National 

Institutional Ranking Framework.

• Up to 1-year internship to fresh engineers to be 

provided by Urban Local Bodies.

• Ind-SAT proposed for Asian and African countries 

as a part of Study in India program.

v To bring in equivalence in the skill sets of 

the work force and employers ’ 

standards.

v To fulll the demand for teachers, 

nurses, para-medical staff and care-

givers abroad.

• Budget proposes to attach a medical college to an 

existing district hospital in PPP mode.

• Special bridge courses to be designed by the 

Ministries of Health, and Skill Development:

• New Education Policy to be announced soon.

• 150 higher educational institutions to start 

apprenticeship embedded degree/diploma 

courses by March 2021.

• External Commercial Borrowings and FDI to be 

enabled for education sector.

Gujarat Marching Ahead
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v Culture and Tourism
v Social Welfare;
v Women & child,

• Rs.28,600 crore proposed for women specic 
programs.

• Allocation of Rs.35,600 crore for nutrition-
related programmes proposed for the Financial 
Year 2020-21.

• Allocation of Rs.9,500 crore provided for senior 
citizens and Divyang in 2020-21.

Focus on: • Rs.53,700 crore prov ided for  fur ther 
development and welfare of Scheduled Tribes.

• Rs.85,000 crore proposed for 2020-21 for 
welfare of Scheduled Castes and Other 
Backward Classes.

v Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu)

• Rs.3,150 crore proposed for Ministry of Culture 
for 2020-21.

• 5 archaeological sites to be developed as 
iconic sites with on-site Museums:

• Allocation of Rs.2,500 crore for tourism 
promotion in 2020-21.

v Hastinapur (Uttar Pradesh)

v Dholavira (Gujarat)

v Rakhigarhi (Haryana)

v Shivsagar (Assam)

• Re-curation of the Indian Museum in Kolkata, 
announced by Prime Minister in January 2020.

• 4 more museums from across the country to be 
taken up for renovation and re-curation.

• Support for setting up of a Tribal Museum in 
Ranchi (Jharkhand).

• Maritime museum to be set up at Lothal- the 
Harrapan age maritime site near Ahmedabad, by 
Ministry of Shipping.

• Museum on Numismatics and Trade to be 
located in the historic Old Mint building in Kolkata.

• An Indian Institute of Heritage and Conservation 
under Ministry of Culture proposed; with the 
status of a deemed University.

• Rs.4,400 crore to be allocated for Environment 

and Climate Change.

• Proposed to advise the utilities to shut-down the 

old-working thermal power plants with carbon 

emission above the pre-set norms.

• PM launched Coalition for Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure (CDRI) with Secretariat in Delhi. It 

is second such international initiative after 

International Solar Alliance.• States that are formulating and implementing 

plans for ensuring cleaner air in cities above one 

million to be encouraged.

Caring Society Culture & Tourism

Environment & Climate Change
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Economic Development

• Industry, Commerce and Investment
• Rs.27,300 crore allocated for 2020-21 for 

development and promotion of Industry and 
Commerce.

v With four-year implementation period 
from 2020-21 to 2023-24.

v To provide “end to end” facilitation and 
support.

v To work through a portal.

• National Technical Textiles Mission to be set 
up:

• All Ministries to issue quality standard orders as 
per PM’s vision of “Zero Defect-Zero Effect” 
manufacturing.

v To position India as a global leader in 
Technical Textiles.

• Investment Clearance Cell proposed to be set up:

• Five new smart cities proposed to be developed.

v At an estimated outlay of Rs.1,480 crore.

• Scheme to encourage manufacture of mobile 
phones, electronic equipment and semi-
conductor packaging proposed.

• Project preparation facility for infrastructure 
projects proposed.

v To actively involve young engineers, 
m a n a g e m e n t  g r a d u a t e s  a n d 
economists from Universities.

• Infrastructure agencies of the government to 
involve youth-power in start-ups.

• Rs.100 lakh crore to be inves ted on 
infrastructure over the next 5 years.

• National Skill Development Agency to give 
special thrust to infrastructure-focused skill 
development opportunities.

• Large solar power capacity to be set up alongside 
rail tracks, on land owned by railways.

Highways:

• Accelerated development of highways to be 
undertaken, including:

v 2500 Km access control highways.

Indian Railways:

v 9000 Km of economic corridors.

• Proposed to monetise at least 12 lots of highway 
bundles of over 6000 Km before 2024.

• Chennai-Bengaluru Expressway to be started.

• Delhi-Mumbai Expressway and two other 
packages to be completed by 2023.

• Rs.1.7 lakh crore proposed for transport 
infrastructure in 2020-21.

v 2000 Km of strategic highways.

v 2000 Km of coastal and land port roads.

 Infrastructure
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• Economic activity along river banks to be 
energised as per Prime Minister’s Arth Ganga 
concept.

Electricity:

• “Smart” metering to be promoted.

• Four station re-development projects and 
operation of 150 passenger trains through PPP.

• More measures to reform DISCOMs to be 
taken.

Power:

v Zero unmanned crossings.

v 27,000 Km of tracks to be electried.

Airports:

• Rs.22,000 crore proposed for power and 
renewable energy sector in 2020-21.

v 550 Wi- facilities commissioned in 
many stations.

• 100 more airports to be developed by 2024 to 
support Udaan scheme.

• High speed train between Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad to be actively pursued.

• 148 km long Bengaluru Suburban transport 
project at a cost of Rs.18,600 crore, to have fares 
on metro model. Central Government to 
provide 20% of equity and facilitate external 
assistance up to 60% of the project cost.

• Indian Railways’ achievements: 

Ports & Water-ways:

• Corporatizing at least one major port and its 
listing on stock exchanges to be considered.

• More Tejas- like trains to connect iconic tourist 
destinations.

• Governance framework keeping with global 
benchmarks needed for more efcient sea-
ports.

• Air eet number expected to go up from present 
600 to 1,200 during this time.

• Expansion of national gas grid from the present 
16,200 km to 27,000 km proposed.

• Further reforms to facilitate transparent price 
discovery and ease of transactions.

• New Economy

• Rs.8,000 crore proposed over ve years for 
National Mission on Quantum Technologies and 
Applications.

v F i b r e  t o  t h e  H o m e  ( F T T H ) 
connections through Bharatnet to link 
100,000 gram panchayats this year.

To take advantage of new technologies:

v Rs .6 ,000 c rore  proposed  for 
Bharatnet programme in 2020-21.

v Policy to enable private sector to build 
Data Centre parks throughout the 
country to be brought out soon.  

• Direct Tax Proposals - To stimulate growth, 
simplify tax structure, bring ease of compliance, 
and reduce litigations.

• Indian corporate tax rates now amongst 
the lowest in the world.

v New and simplied personal income 
tax regime proposed:

v New tax regime to be optional - an 
individual may continue to pay tax as 
per  the  o ld  reg ime and ava i l 
deductions and exemptions.

v R e m a i n i n g  e x e m p t i o n s  a n d 
deductions to be reviewed and 
rationalised in coming years.

Corporate Tax:

• Personal Income Tax:

v Signicant relief to middle class 
taxpayers.

v New regime to entail estimated revenue 
forgone of Rs.40,000 crore per year.

v Measures to pre-ll the income tax 
return initiated so that an individual 
who opts for the new regime gets pre-
lled income tax returns and would 
need no assistance from an expert to 
pay income tax.

• Tax rate of 15% extended to new 
electricity generation companies.

v A r o u n d  7 0  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
exemptions and deductions (more 
than 100) to be removed in the new 
simplied regime.

Direct Tax

 7.5 - 10 Lakh 20% 15%

 Taxable Income Existing New

 2.5 -5 Lakh 5% 5%

 Slab (Rs.) tax rates tax rates

 10 - 12.5 Lakh 30% 20%

 12.5 - 15 Lakh 30% 25%

 5 - 7.5 Lakh 20% 10%

 Above 15 Lakh 30% 30%

 0 - 2.5 Lakh Exempt Exempt
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Start-ups Tax concession for foreign investments

• A digital platform to be promoted to 
facilitate seamless application and 
capture of IPRs.

• Knowledge Translation Clusters to be 
set up across different technology 
sectors including new and emerging 
areas.

• Start-ups with turnover up to Rs.100 
crore to enjoy 100% deduction for 3 
consecutive assessment years out of 10 
years.

• Tax payment on ESOPs (Employee 
Stock Ownership Plan) deferred.

Measures proposed to benet Start-ups:
• 100% tax exemption to the interest, dividend 

and capital gains income on investment made in 
infrastructure and priority sectors before 31st 

March, 2024 with a minimum lock-in period of 3 
years by the Sovereign Wealth Fund of foreign 
governments.

• Turnover threshold for audit increased to 
Rs.5 crore from Rs.1 crore for businesses 

c a r r y i n g  ou t  l e s s  t h an  5% bus i ne s s 
transactions in cash.

• India’s Foreign Direct Investment elevated to 

US$ 284 billion during 2014-19 from US$ 190 

billion during 2009-14.

• 7.4% average growth clocked during 2014-19 

with ination averaging around 4.5%.

• Central Government debt reduced to 48.7% of 

GDP (March 2019) from 52.2% (March 2014).

• The Union Territory of Ladakh has been 
provided with Rs.5,958 crore.

• India now the fth largest economy of the world.

• 271 million people raised out of poverty during 

2006-16.

Development of Union 
Territories of J&K and Ladakh:

• An amount of Rs.30,757 crore provided for the 
nancial year 2020-21.

Unprecedented Milestones and Achievements of Indian Economy

MSMEs to boost less-cash economy
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The goal of development can only be realised 

when citizens are able to reap the benets of various 

schemes, projects and services provided to them in 

addition to maintaining the balance between 

economic and social spheres of development. A 

healthy population is the base of all forms of 

development. This can only be fullled through the 

provision of a balanced meal. Political debates often 

miss out on this basic thing most of the time. In a 

country like India, with a population of more than 

125 crores, it becomes a challenge for any 

government to meet the growing demands of food. 

Each and every citizen must join hands with the 

government in order to feed the growing 

population.

The Central Government led by Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the state 

government led by Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani 

are constantly on their toes to ensure a healthy 

population. Shri Modi has given the slogan of ‘Sahi 

Poshan-Desh Roshan’ in order to eradicate 

malnutrition from India. Similarly, the Government 

of Gujarat has initiated state-wide Poshan Abhiyaan 

from 23rd January 2020. Poshan Abhiyaan will 

stress on ve factors, namely, rst 1000 days of a 

child, Anaemia, Diarrhoea, Sanitation and 

complementary feeding. The fundamental target 

of the campaign is to reduce malnutrition in the 

next two years and ultimately create a healthy 

Gujarat.

GUJARAT POSHAN ABHIYAAN 2020-22GUJARAT POSHAN ABHIYAAN 2020-22GUJARAT POSHAN ABHIYAAN 2020-22
A Resolve for the creation of aA Resolve for the creation of a

Healthy Gujarat and a Healthy IndiaHealthy Gujarat and a Healthy India
A Resolve for the creation of a

Healthy Gujarat and a Healthy India

During his address at the inaugural 

ceremony, Shri Rupani said, “It is 

our responsibility to make Gujarat 

the leader in human development. 

We will not leave any stone 

unturned in working towards 

realising the mission of ‘Sahi Poshan-

Desh Roshan’ as envisioned by our 

Hon’ble Prime Minister.”

NUTRITION Gujarat Marching Ahead

38 39



The goal of development can only be realised 

when citizens are able to reap the benets of various 

schemes, projects and services provided to them in 

addition to maintaining the balance between 

economic and social spheres of development. A 

healthy population is the base of all forms of 

development. This can only be fullled through the 

provision of a balanced meal. Political debates often 

miss out on this basic thing most of the time. In a 

country like India, with a population of more than 

125 crores, it becomes a challenge for any 

government to meet the growing demands of food. 

Each and every citizen must join hands with the 

government in order to feed the growing 

population.

The Central Government led by Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the state 

government led by Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani 

are constantly on their toes to ensure a healthy 

population. Shri Modi has given the slogan of ‘Sahi 

Poshan-Desh Roshan’ in order to eradicate 

malnutrition from India. Similarly, the Government 

of Gujarat has initiated state-wide Poshan Abhiyaan 

from 23rd January 2020. Poshan Abhiyaan will 

stress on ve factors, namely, rst 1000 days of a 

child, Anaemia, Diarrhoea, Sanitation and 

complementary feeding. The fundamental target 

of the campaign is to reduce malnutrition in the 

next two years and ultimately create a healthy 

Gujarat.

GUJARAT POSHAN ABHIYAAN 2020-22GUJARAT POSHAN ABHIYAAN 2020-22GUJARAT POSHAN ABHIYAAN 2020-22
A Resolve for the creation of aA Resolve for the creation of a

Healthy Gujarat and a Healthy IndiaHealthy Gujarat and a Healthy India
A Resolve for the creation of a

Healthy Gujarat and a Healthy India

During his address at the inaugural 

ceremony, Shri Rupani said, “It is 

our responsibility to make Gujarat 

the leader in human development. 

We will not leave any stone 

unturned in working towards 

realising the mission of ‘Sahi Poshan-

Desh Roshan’ as envisioned by our 

Hon’ble Prime Minister.”

NUTRITION Gujarat Marching Ahead

38 39



Appealing the Aanganwadi workers, PURNA 

volunteers and female workers of the health 

department, he added, “You are responsible for 

shaping the future of India. You must nurture the 

children as Yashoda did to Lord Krishna. 

Providing a healthy and balanced meal should be 

your priority in order to eradicate malnutrition.” 

Talking about health and nutrition in Gujarat, the 

Chief Minister said, “We must join hands to 

eliminate malnutrition from Gujarat. Community 

leaders must adopt at least one child, meet 

him/her during the week and take actions 

necessary for his/her physical development 

through the provision of a balanced diet and 

necessary nutrients.”

Minister of State for Women and Child 

Development Smt. Vibhavariben Dave said, 

“Just like the rays of the Sun which rst shine in 

Dahod before any part of Gujarat, Dahod should 

be the leader in realising the mission of a healthy 

Gujarat under the Poshan Abhiyaan. It is with this 

idea in mind that we have commenced this 

campaign from Dahod.”

Minister of Tribal Development, Shri 

Ganpatsinh Vasava said, “Hon’ble Chief 

Minister has accepted the call of Hon’ble Prime 

Minister and commenced this initiative from 

Dahod. Shri Rupani has marked his presence in 

order to initiate the mission of eradicating 

malnutrition from Gujarat. We must welcome 

this initiative with a smile and work towards 

making it a success.”

• Provision of a balanced diet at every house 

through Gujarat Milk Marketing Federation.

• Daily monitoring through the State Management 

Centre.

 Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani performs 
‘Annprashan’ and distributes ‘Take Home 

Ration’ to women and adolescent girls.

Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani launches a recipe 
book and ‘Sahiyar Goshthti’ – a magazine by 

the Department of Women and Child 
Development.

• The government has initiated a number of 

schemes for adolescent girls, pregnant women, 

breastfeeding mothers and new-born children 

for ensuring the provision of a balanced diet.

• Pregnant women are provided a balanced meal 

once a day in addition to regular health check-ups 

at the Aanganwadi centers at various tehsils under 

the pilot project.

• Registered pregnant women are provided 

nutritious food at the Aanganwadi centers.

• Provision of medical treatment for new-born 

malnourished children.

A glimpse of the major steps taken by 

the state government for eliminating 

malnutrition:

• Adequate medicines and pre-mixed meals are 

provided to adolescent girls to prevent them 

from anaemia.

• Health check-up of new-born babies.

• Vaccination for infants. The mother and her child 

is provided necessary care at the Sanjivani 

Centre.

 

A sensitive initiative by the state 

government for ensuring a Healthy 

Gujarat:

• Implementation of ‘Doodh Sanjivani Yojana’ in 

tribal and developing areas.

• Digital monitoring of health and nutrition-related 

programs by providing smartphones to 

Aanganwadi workers.
Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani awards cash prizes 

to the winning adolescent girls at the ‘Run for 
Poshan’ event.
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• Nutrition and Health awareness programs were 

organised in more than 53,000 Aanganwadi 

Centres from 30th January to 1st February 2020.

The Poshan Abhiyaan was started by Hon’ble 
Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani on 23rd January 
2020 with an aim to strengthen the social 
development of Gujarat and ensure the health and 
well-being of the future leaders of the state. The 
Chief Minister aims at complete eradication of 
malnutrition amongst children from Aanganwadis 
across the length and breadth of the state by 26th 
January 2022. Shri Rupani has been personally 
monitoring the implementation of the campaign on a 
regular basis in order to achieve the said results. 
Within 4 days of its launch, i.e on 27th January 2020, 
Shri Rupani provided his inputs and guidance 
through a video conference to concerned ofcers of 
var ious d is tr ic ts ,  munic ipa l  corporat ions, 
municipalities, associated ofcers and Anganwadi 
workers in the presence of Deputy Chief Minister 
Shri Nitin Patel.

Salient Features of Poshan Abhiyaan 
2020-22

• A blueprint of the entire campaign will be 

provided by organising 1099 programs in District 

Panchayats ,  42 programs in Munic ipa l 

Corporations (1 program per one Vidhan Sabha 

Seat), 162 programs in Municipality (one 

program per one seat) after 1st February 2020. 

• 1302 public functions were organised for 

awareness and sensitization regarding the Poshan 

Abhiyaan from 30th January to 1st February 2020
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• A rm resolve to eradicate malnutrition from children in Gujarat. The Chief Minister will adopt one child as a part of 
this resolve.

• It is the social responsibility of the people to help malnourished children. In the words of Shri Rupani, “It is 
time for people to re-pay their debt to the society.”

• The state government has increased the budget for the Department of Women and Child Development to 
Rs.3,000 crores to ensure the provision of iron-rich food and medicines for adolescent girls suffering from 
anaemia, pregnant women and Anganwadi children.

• There are 35.52 lakh children aged between 0 to 6 in more than 53,000 Aanganwadis in Gujarat. NGOs 
and voluntary organisations should step forward and identify malnourished children from the aforesaid 
category and help them become t with the motto of ‘Ek Paalak-Ek Baalak’.

• ASHA workers, Aanganwadi workers and ANM will be awarded prizes ranging from Rs.6000 to Rs.12,000 
if their centers are found to be free from malnourished children after annual evaluation.

A GLIMPSE OF THE INPUTS PROVIDED BY CHIEF MINISTER SHRI VIJAY RUPANI

VADODARA MEHSANA

Shri Rajendra Tiwari
(Gujarat Vidhansabha Speaker)

Shri Nitin Patel
Deputy Chief Minister

Shri Ganpatsinh Vasava
(Minister of Forest and
Tribal Development)

Under Poshan Abhiyaan 2020, Ministers of Government of Gujarat approached

different parts of various cities to make this campaign a success-

AHMEDABAD

Shri Kaushal Patel
(Revenue Minister)

Shri Saurabh Patel
(Energy Minister)

Shri Dilipkumar Thakor
(Minister of Labour and

Employment)

Shri Ishwar Parmar
(Minister of Social Justice

and empowerment)

Shri Jawahar Chavda
(Minister of Tourism)

Shri Pardeepsinh Jadeja
(Minister of State for Home)

Shri Bachubhai Khabad
(Minister of Rural Development)

Shri Jaydrathsinh Parmar
(Minister of Agriculture,

Panchayat, and Environment
-Independent Charge)

Shri Ishwarsinh Patel
(Minister of State for

co-operation)

Shri Kishor Kanani
(Minister of State for Health and

Family Welfare, Medical Education)

Smt. Vibhavari Dave
(Minister of State for Women

and Child Welfare)

Shri Ramanlal Patkar
(Minister of State, Forest
and Tribal Development)

GANDHINAGARJUNAGADHTAPI

PATANBOTAD

SURAT BHAVNAGARNAVSARI VALSAD

BHARUCHPANCHMAHALDAHOD
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In year 2020’s rst episode of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s Mann ki 
Baat radio program, held on the 

evening of 71st Republic Day on 26th 
January 2020, Shri Narendra Modi 
wished people on the occasion and 

celebrated the positive spirit of ‘can 
do’ in the country. Carrying forward 

the journey of discussing new subjects, 
celebrating the latest achievements of 

our countrymen and on top of all 
celebrating India, Shri Modi said that 

Mann ki Baat has emerged as a fruitful 
and effortless platform for sharing, 
learning and growing together. He 
touched upon topics such as Water 

Conservation, Khelo India, Gaganyaan 
Mission, public participation in 
initiatives to reach the aim of 

transforming into a New India.
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Manifolds of initiatives under
Mann ki Baat since its conception 

Shri Narendra Modi read a letter written by Mr. 
Shriman Shailesh from Bihar on the radio program - 
“Modi Ji, you appeal to us to do certain deeds in 
each episode and I have implemented many of 

them. This winter, I collected warm clothes from 
people and distributed them among the deprived. 
Taking a cue from Mann Ki Baat, I have embarked 

upon many initiatives. But gradually, I began 
forgetting, hence, this new year, I have made a 

Mann Ki Baat charter with a list of all such social 
deeds I would like to carry out. I request you to 

inscribe your autograph on this Charter and 
arrange to send it back to me.”

The Prime Minister accorded the Mann Ki Baat 
Charter as an innovative new year resolution and 

ascertained to send it back with best wishes.

Ø Glancing through the ‘Mann Ki Baat Charter’, Shri Narendra Modi expressed his delight looking at 
the magnitude of its contents and a large number of hashtags.

Ø Mapping the journey of hashtags from promoting Khadi through ‘Khadi for Nation- Khadi for 
Fashion to mass sanitation movement through ‘My Clean India’ among various others, Shri Modi 
urged the citizens to continue contributing to the nation. 

Water Conservation

Ø Remembering the journey of Jal Shakti campaign that began in the 
last monsoon, Shri Modi appreciated the efforts taking place with 
the aid of public participation. A large number of lakes & ponds 
have been built under this campaign.

The Prime Minister narrated the story of 
Jalore district in Rajasthan where two 
historical step-wells overtime had turned 
into storehouses of garbage & dirty water. 
One day, hundreds of people from 
Bhadraayun & Thanawala Panchayats 
decided to rejuvenate the step-wells under 
the Jal Shakti Campaign. The citizens of the 
district began by cleaning the accumulated 
lthy water, garbage and algae. It was the 
collective effort of the citizens through 
monetary donations or the contribution of 
labour and sweat through which the step-
wells were restored. 

Ø He also introduced ‘Khelo India University Games’ on the lines of ‘Khelo India 
Youth Games’ to give players an opportunity to showcase their talent in sports and 
encourage them to represent nationally and internationally every year.

Ø The Prime Minister congratulated the Government and the people of Assam for 
being commendable hosts of ‘Khelo India’ which concluded in Guwahati on 22nd 
January. About 6,000 players participated from different states of the country. 80 
records were made during the sports festival, out of which 56 were made by 
women.

KHELO
INDIA
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• Highlighting the benets of the Bru-Reang 

agreement, the Prime Minister said, “As a result 

of their faith in the Indian constitution, around 

34000 Bru-Reang refugees will now be 

rehabilitated in Tripura and receive assistance 

of about Rs.600-crores for their rehabilitation 

and al l-round development from the 

Government. Each displaced family will be 

provided a plot of land and assistance in the 

construction of a house. They will now be able 

to benet from the public welfare schemes of 

the state and central governments.”

• Explaining the rise of crisis for the community, 

Shri Modi said, “This problem pertains since 

the 90s. In 1997, ethnic conicts forced the 

Bru-Reang tribe to leave Mizoram and take 

refuge in temporary camps in North 

Tripura.”

 TAKING THE PATH OF 

NON-VIOLENCE

End to more than 25-
years of misery for Bru-
Reang refugees

• The Prime Minister congratulated the Bru-Reang 

refugees on the agreement which ended over 

two-decades of refugee crisis providing succour 

and relief to the community.

PADMA AWARDS HAVE 

BECOME PEOPLE’S 

AWARD

GAGANYAAN MISSION: 

TAKING INDIA TO SPACE

Speaking about Padma awards - one of the 

highest civilian awards of the country, Shri 

Narendra Modi said that he feels proud to be a 

part of the country which belongs to rooted and 

inspiring individuals. This year over 46,000 

nominations were received for the 2020 Padma 

awards. While the awardees were decided by a 

selected few earlier, the process is now online.  It 

has now become the Peoples’ awards. We must 

take inspiration from the awardees strong 

resolve and spirit of seless service by reading 

about them. 

The Prime Minister praised the 644 Militants of 

8 groups in Assam who surrendered their arms and 

more than 80 people from Tripura who left the path 

of violence and returned to the mainstream through 

which insurgency in the North-East has considerably 

reduced with the aid of peaceful dialogue. 

On the occasion of Republic Day, Shri Modi 

spoke about fullling the pledge of taking India to 

space through Gaganyaan Mission. Four pilots 

from the Indian Air Force have been selected as 

astronauts for this mission. They will receive 

training in Russia for a year. This mission will script 

another  go lden  chap ter  i n  Ind i a -Russ i a 

cooperation. After the training, one of them will 

carry the aspirations of the nation to soar into 

space. 

•  Shri Modi once again urged the citizens to indulge in exercises or sports to keep 
their minds and bodies t. He appreciated the efforts of the citizens towards ‘Fit 
India’ and acknowledged the Cyclothon that was organized country-wide on 
18th January 2020 to spread the message of tness.

FIT INDIA

• Under the Fit India movement, schools are declared t through ratings and
Shri Modi announced that more than 65,000 schools have obtained the ‘Fit India 
School’ certicates through online registration. He also urged other schools to 
integrate physical activity and sports along with education.

Referring to the Pariksha pe Charcha program that aims to help the students of 
the country with examinations, Shri Modi said that the youth of the country is 

brimming with self-condence and is ready to face every challenge. The mantra 
Shri Modi shared with the parents and teachers in this program was to ‘Let 

students pursue without any pressure’. 

PARIKSHA
PE CHARCHA 
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The primary goal of any state government is to protect the interests of its citizens and work for 
their welfare. For this, the Chief Minister and his cabinet, through their policies and decisions, 
layout a blueprint of the development of the state and the development of its people. Despite the 
systematic implementation of schemes and policies, it has often been observed that the 
government's welfare schemes do not reach the eligible beneciaries. This happens because any 
plan, policy or decision, from its announcement to its implementation, has to go through various 
stages that are accountable for its reach. To bridge this gap, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani started 
the Mukhyamantri Sathe Mokla Mane in August 2019 wherein on a xed date every month, the 
Chief Minister holds a direct interaction with the people of the state to hear their issues and provide 
instant solutions.

With the success of the last 6 editions of 
the Mukhyamantri Sathe Mokla Mane program, 
it can be seen that Shri Vijay Rupani is committed to 
bringing positive changes in the lives of the citizens of 
Gujarat. The 7th edition of the event was organized 
on 6th February 2020 in which Gau-palaks, 
Panjrapol workers (Panjrapol are enclosures or 
reserves where old or sick animals are given care 
and treatment) and voluntary organization working 
for animal welfare were invited to keep their 
grievances and requests in front of the Chief 
Minister. Talking about making fodder available for the 

animals, Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani said, “In the 
present times, instead of transporting grass and 
fodder for animals from somewhere else, fodder 
sha l l  be grown by developing modern 
management techniques in their own areas. 
Areas that lack fodder availability, grass-fodder 
can be arranged with the use of sprinkler 
irrigation on the land of the trust and the 
government. Also, Panjrapol and Gaushalas 
(Cowshed) should be made self-sufcient.”

During the program, the Chief Minister said, 
"We are sensitive and empathetic to lives around 
us, hence, we have gathered to explore the 

works and experiences of Gau-palaks and 
Panjrapol caretakers."

Gau-palaks and Panjrapol representatives were 
invited from districts like Kutch, Banaskantha, and 
Dahod for the program. These representatives 
expressed their views to the Chief Minister 
regarding the maintenance of animals including 
cows, the availability of fodder and the assistance 
provided by the state government during drought.
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Addressing the issue, Shri Rupani said that a project 
should be started on a large scale after estimating the 
amount of fodder required by all Panjrapols’ of Kutch 
and grass should be grown on a large area of land for 
which huge infrastructure is necessary. Similarly, a 
collective project should be started in Banaskantha and 
grass should be grown based on the area’s 
requirement. This is an idea that can be implemented 
with the help of public participation. With this 
solution, there will be no nancial burden on the 
people and grass-fodder will be available in their 
own district.

Bharat Kothari who runs a Panjrapol in Deesa of Gujarat 
told the Chief Minister that large Cowshed-Panjrapol require 
about 100 tons of hay fodder for 9-10 thousand animals residing 
there but producing large amounts of grass is a difcult task. 
Even if we are able to produce 2-3% it would be at the cost 
of expensive labour and hence I would like to request the 
state government to assist us regarding this issue.

The head of Panjrapol-Gaushala from Kutch-Mundra, 

Mr. Navinchandra Mehta expressed his gratefulness to the 

Chief Minister for the subsidy given by the state 

government for the Gaushala. Requesting for grazing land 

for the cattle, he said, "We have 4,600 cattle, but no 

grazing land is available for them. At times this land is 

given to industries, hence, the cattle have no other 

place to graze.”

S hri Rupani in his response said that grazing land is 

not given to industries. In a situation where the land has 

to be given to industries, then the industries return 

twice as much land anywhere in Gujarat to the 

government for grazing cattle as per the law.  Along 

with that, the cost of developing the grazing eld will 

also be paid by the industry. This law has been 

formulated to ensure that grazing land for cattle is 

not reduced in the state.

Highlighting another issue, Gau-palaks and 
caretakers at Panjrapol requested the Chief 
Minister to have the Municipality or the 
Municipal Corporation pay assistance for taking 
care of stray animals found roaming on the 
streets in cities which are assigned to the 
Panjrapol for maintenance and care. The Chief 
Minister assured that appropriate action will be 
taken for this.

During the program, Shri Rupani educated all 
the Gaushala operators through Nandi Ghar 
Yojana about the ambitious organization of the 
state government for the maintenance and 
promotion of the best quality cows like Gir and 
Kankrej.

Operators of Gaushala and Panjrapol from all 
over the state participated in the event. They 
presented their requests and issues in front of the 
Chief Minister. Shri Vijay Rupani was all ears to 
their requests and issues, and provided solutions 
for them. The participants thanked the Chief 
Minister for inviting them to his residence under 
the 'Mukhyamantri Sathe Mokla Mane' program 
and listening to their problems.

5 MAJOR THINGS
HIGHLIGHTED BY

CHIEF MINISTER SHRI VIJAY
RUPANI IN THE PROGRAM

1. Gujarat will emerge as a model state with its policy of 
non-violence and empathy towards all organisms.

3. In the present times, instead of transporting grass 
and fodder for animals from somewhere else, 
fodder shall be grown by developing modern 
management techniques in their own areas.

4. In the new era, we shall think about ways to make 
Panjrapol and Gaushala self-sufcient for larger 
durations with the use of technology.

5. The state government is organizing ambitious 
programs through Nandi-Ghar Scheme for the 
maintenance and promotion of best quality cows 
like Gir and Kankrej.

2. Maintaining social harmony and being empathetic 
towards all creatures of the society is not just the 
duty of the government, Panjrapol caretakers or the 
Gau-palaks, but of the whole society. He made a 
heartfelt appeal to all to remain duty-bound towards 
all living creatures.

Ofcials from Gau-seva and Gauchar Development Board were also present at the event. They carefully 
heard the questions and grievances of the gaushala operators and noted them down. The gaushala operators 
submitted their written questions and list of problems to the ofcials present. After every program of 'Mokla 
Mane' the ofcials of the concerned department hold a meeting, in which the suggestions and demands of the 
invitees are discussed.
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The Campaign for Compassion

KARUNA ABHIYAN

As a step towards ensuring the same, Shri Vijay 

Rupani launched the Karuna Ambulance Services in 

2017 to ensure proper medical treatment to the 

injured birds and animals in the state, especially 

during Uttarayan wherein the birds and animals 

suffer severe injuries due to the manjha used for 

ying kites. The project has been named Karuna 

since it is the highest form of emotion and is 

Before the festival of Uttarayan, the Chief 

Minister visited the Wildlife Care Center in 

Ahmedabad on 12th January 2020 to reiterate the 

commitment made under Karuna Abhiyan and 

appealed to the people to adhere to the ban on 

Chinese threads by National Green Tribunal as they 

are made with synthetic materials coated with glass 

or abrasives making it harder to break. They are a 

major cause of injury not only to birds and animals 

but also to humans.

T h i s  y e a r,  t h e  Ka r u n a  A b h i y a n 

commenced from 10th January 2020 and 

ended on 20th January 2020. More than 

500 veterinarians in addition to more 

t h a n  8 0 0 0  v o l u n t e e r s  w e r e 

instrumental this year. There were 

854 rescue teams on their toes to 

provide need-based care and 

treatment to the injured birds and 

animals. 13,767 birds of more than 

50 species of birds were rescued, 

treated and released during the 

Abhiyaan.

Similarly, the people-driven 

Abhiyan included a large number of 

volunteers, veterinary specialists, NGOs, and 

associated people who joined hands in various parts 

of the state during the Karuna Abhiyan 2020 to save 

the precious lives of birds and animals.

expressed in one of the most meaningful ways. 

It needs to be celebrated, promoted and 

respected to continue progressing towards the 

society which shares and coexists not only with 

fellow humans but with various other species 

we share the planet with.

The service provided by the volunteers does 

not end with rescue and treatment of birds and 

animals, the teams also visit various places 

around the cities to remove the excess thread 

that can cause potential harm to other birds, 

animals, pedestrians and vehicle-riders. Around 

269 kilograms of thread was removed from 272 

places in Gujarat.

Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani is known for ensuring an effective administration 

with a human touch. Apart from ensuring a fast-paced development of Gujarat, he 

aims to increase the Happiness Index of the state. He envisions Gujarat as a state 

where people come not only for business and tourism but also to enjoy clean 

surroundings, potable water, a safe environment coupled with a dedicated system 

of law and order. In order to ensure these, the Chief Minister has taken a number 

of people-friendly decisions since the day he assumed ofce. Apart from actively 

providing service to the citizens, Government of Gujarat is also dedicated to 

providing a safe and secure environment for its birds and animals.
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It needs to be celebrated, promoted and 

respected to continue progressing towards the 

society which shares and coexists not only with 

fellow humans but with various other species 

we share the planet with.

The service provided by the volunteers does 

not end with rescue and treatment of birds and 

animals, the teams also visit various places 

around the cities to remove the excess thread 

that can cause potential harm to other birds, 
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Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani is known for ensuring an effective administration 

with a human touch. Apart from ensuring a fast-paced development of Gujarat, he 

aims to increase the Happiness Index of the state. He envisions Gujarat as a state 

where people come not only for business and tourism but also to enjoy clean 

surroundings, potable water, a safe environment coupled with a dedicated system 

of law and order. In order to ensure these, the Chief Minister has taken a number 

of people-friendly decisions since the day he assumed ofce. Apart from actively 

providing service to the citizens, Government of Gujarat is also dedicated to 

providing a safe and secure environment for its birds and animals.
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The data below highlights the services under
Karuna Abhiyan 2020 in four major cities of Gujarat-

• Mobile vans used for Karuna Abhiyan – 10

• Birds rescued and treated - 5058

• Main treatment centers – 10

• Primary treatment centers -  30

• Around 2,100 volunteers

• Assistance from 51 Non-Government 
Institutions

• Response centers – 89

AHMEDABAD

• Assistance from 20 Non-Government 
Institutions

• Veterinary Hospitals – 14

• Mobile vans used for
Karuna Abhiyan – 5

• Around 345 volunteers

• Birds rescued and treated - 1258

VADODARA

• Assistance from 28 Non-Government 
Institutions

• Around 1258 volunteers

• Veterinary Hospitals – 17

• Mobile vans used for Karuna Abhiyan – 2

• Birds rescued and treated -2007

SURAT RAJKOT

• Assistance from 8 Non-Government 
Institutions

• Around 200 volunteers

• Birds rescued and treated - 1283

• Veterinary Hospitals – 28

SERVICES UNDER KARUNA ABHIYAN IN 2020

7. Animal ambulances 37

6. Non-Government Institutions 414

4. Teams responsible for collecting excess/waste kite threads post Uttaryan 758

5. Employees/Daily workers of  the Forest Department 2843

1. Veterinarians 503

8. Treatment centres 470

2. Volunteers 8441

3. Rescue teams for injured birds 854

CM inaugurates
Dhanvantri
Gaumata Hospital
for birds and animals

He congratulated the donors and 
the administrators of Gaushala for the 
construction of the hospital. He 
accepted the cheque of Rs.11 lakh on 
behalf of Gaushala.

Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani 
inaugurated the Dhanvantri Gaumata 
Hospital at Titoda Village in Banaskantha. 
He expressed the state government’s 
commitment to provide protection to 
every living creature. In addition to the 
Karuna Ambulance Serv ice,  the 
Gaumata Hospital will be instrumental in 
taking care of the injured birds and 
animals.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister 
said, “The aspect of non-violence is 
imbibed in our culture and traditions. 
We must strive towards achieving the 
same and taking care of the living 
beings around us.”
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Inauguration of All India 

Council of Tourism 

Secretaries of various 

states in Dhordo

Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani 
approved the construction of 24 major 
Hydraulic Storage Structure Check-Dams 
(HSSCDs) over the four major rivers and 
their distributary branches in Gujarat at the 
total cost of Rs.26-crore on 30th January 
2020. The HSSCD will provide large scale 
irrigation facilities to the tribal farmers located 
in the interior areas of Dang District in South 
Gujarat. 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Rupani 
said, “Huge investments are coming in the 
solar and other non-conventional sources of 
energy due to the government’s incentives 
and growing demand for solar modules and 
solar cells in the state.”

With the construct ion of these 
Hydraulic Storage Structure Check-Dams, 
farmers in Dang will be able to store large 
volumes of rainwater resulting in better 
irrigation facilities due to recharging and rising 
of underground water-level caused by these 
check-dams. This will also enable them to 
produce crops in the summer season which 
would increase their total yield and ultimately 
improve their nancial condition leading to 
better standards of living. 

MoU on solar energy 

and solar PV modules 

signed in Gujarat
An  MoU was  s i gned  be tween 

Government of Gujarat and the prestigious 

Waaree Group on 15th February 2020, in 
the presence of Chief Minister Shri Vijay 
Rupani to set up Rs.1,100-crore Solar PV 
Modu le s  and  So l a r  Ce l l s  modern 
manufacturing plant at Moda village in Valsad 
district in south Gujarat. The plant will 
provide jobs to 2,000 local youths.

Aiding farmers in Dang 

district with better 

irrigation facilities 

As per the Solar Rooftop Policy, he said 
that 8-lakh houses and 33-lakh MSME units 
are scheduled to be included for 100% solar 
energy utilisation in the state.

Gujarat Price Monitoring and Resource Unit 

under Gujarat Food and Drug Controller 

Administration was inaugurated in Ahmedabad by 

Union Minister of Chemical and Fertilizer Mansukh 

Mandaviya along with National Pharmaceutical 

Pricing Authority chairperson Shubhra Singh on 

27th January 2020. 

Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation LNG Ltd 
(GLL) has been set up as an initiative of 
Government of Gujarat to develop the 5 MMTPA 
(Million Metric Tonne Per Annum) LNG (Liqueed 
Natural Gas) receiving, storage and regasication 
terminal at Mundra, Kutch, Gujarat. The project has 
been developed at a cost of approximately Rs.5000 
Crore. This shall be India’s rst State Government 
led LNG terminal and the third operational LNG 
terminal in Gujarat.

The Urban Transformation and Governance 
Summit 2020, was inaugurated by Ahmedabad 
Mayor Bijalben Patel on 7th February 2020 in the 
presence of  Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani. 

The objective of the Summit is to bring the 

Government, industry experts, academia, related 

to Smart Cities and the stakeholders on a 

common platform to brainstorm on the best 

practices and way ahead in the Smart Cities 

Mission and the challenges and opportunities in 

the state.

Gujarat to have a state

Price Monitoring and 

Resource Unit

Chief Minister addresses 

Urban Transformation

and Governance Summit-

2020

This unit will help the pharmaceutical 

manufacturers to maintain uniformity in prices and it 

will facilitate the availability of essential medicines to 

the public at affordable prices.

During the summit, the Chief Minister said the 

Smart City Mission launched by Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi has become a people’s movement, 

incorporating new energy in Indian cities with the 

promise of a New India. 

On 13th February 2020, inaugurating the All 

India Council of Tourism Secretaries, Chief 

Minister Shri Vijay Rupani said that Gujarat has 

taken the lead in tourism sector in realizing Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi's vision of Ek Bharat-

Shresth Bharat and the unity and integrity of the 

country. Shri Rupani inaugurated the three-day 

Council of Tourism Secretaries organized by the 

Union Ministry of  Tourism and Culture, 

Government of India at Dhordo in the white Rann 

of Kutch in the presence of Union Minister of State 

for Tourism Shri Prahlad Singh Patel. Union 

Minister of State for Tourism Shri Prahlad Patel said 

that due to the policies and efforts of the then 

Chief Minister of Gujarat and the present Prime 

Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, Kutch has become 

a paradise for Tourism sector. Gujarat Tourism 

Minister of Gujarat Shri Jawahar Chavda said that 

Gujarat with its long coastline and wide spread 

wildlife as well as many pilgrimage sites and 

monuments attract people.

Gujarat’s 3rd L.N.G Terminal 

at Mundra, Kutch
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