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To highlight the skills and talents possessed by Divyang players and to bring greater sensitivity to their
condition, Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani was present for a Blind T-20 Cricket match on February
4, 2017. The match, held at the Sardar Patel Stadium, was between India and Sri Lanka and was won by
India. Also present on the occasion, were renowned Indian cricketers Parthiv Patel and Jasprit Bumrah. CM
Rupani, presented the victorious Indian team with a trophy. He also praised their strength and character
and said the rest of society could learn from them.
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From the
Editor’s Desk
Dear Readers,
Union Budget 2017-18, presented on February 1, 2017, truly encapsulated how far we as a country have come since
becoming a republic 68 years ago, particularly in the last few years. In the words of Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay
Rupani, this budget truly showcases the ideals of 'Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas'. And during this month, the government of CM
Rupani, did its best to live up to this ideal through a series of initiatives, which we have covered in this edition of our
magazine.
To strengthen the foundation of our future generation, CM Rupani personally spearheaded the 7th edition of Gunotsav.
This is an annual event to evaluate the quality of Gujarat's school education system & was initiated by Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, in his tenure as Chief Minister. The sight of the entire government machinery actively
working on the ground, demonstrates their sincerity. Starting from the Chief Minister, Deputy Chief Minister, senior
cabinet ministers, the Chief Secretary, senior bureaucrats as well as district collectors visit thousands of schools to interact
with students and assess their education progress. Our rst story captures the essence of this exceptional drive.
The second article encapsulates the government's action to further empower the tribal people of the state through PESA
act that gives them control over any Minor Forest Produce and minor minerals within the state. For Republic Day, Anand
was chosen by the government for the ofcial State function. CM Rupani and Hon'ble Governor Shri O.P Kohli graced
the proceedings. The prime attractions of the event were the tableaus showcasing the various schemes undertaken by
the Gujarat Government & its departments.
We also have an exclusive interview with Shri Ganpatsinh Vasava, Hon'ble Minister of Tribal Development, and Tourism
& Forest. In the interview, which has been presented in a Q&A format, we ask the minister about his life and work. In
particular we ask about the work he has done on tribal development.
Our magazine has also covered the provisions made under Union Budget 2017-18 in detail and the particular provisions
that relates to Gujarat. We examine some of the major provisions of the budget and the reaction to the budget from the
Chief Minster.
The Gujarat government under CM Rupani has committed itself to further the development mantle given to it by Shri
Narendra Modi. Whether it is economic development, agriculture, or tribal development, this government is committed
to maintain its track record on good governance. And we continue to contribute to that growth through our timely
updates on the various initiatives undertaken by the Gujarat government.
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PRIMARY EDUCATION

A

s a part of the 7th state wide Gunotsav campaign for
qualitative evaluation of primary schools, Gujarat Chief
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani visited the Afva Primary School at
Bardoli in south Gujarat on 17th January, 2017.
During his visit he joined the students for lunch and enjoyed their
company, a true reection of his sensitive nature. To gauge the
impact of the Gunotsav campaign he enquired about the students'
level of comprehension of English, Gujarati, Mathematics, Social
Science, General Knowledge, Reading and Handwriting skills. He
also met the school management and prominent villagers to hear
their opinion on ways to further improve the primary education
system.
While addressing the gathering, CM Shri Rupani recalled that this
noble campaign, initiated by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
while he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat, has now resulted in the
rise in school enrolment, educational standard as well as in the
physical infrastructure in government schools across the state. He
also stated that he wishes that the teachers become the role
models for their students in maintaining the cleanliness and hygiene
of the schools and villages.
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About Gunotsav
The quality of primary education in a
country greatly determines its future
growth potential. In the recent past,
India's improved education system is
Gunotsav has been recognized as
one of the best practices in the
12th Five Year Plan document
published by Planning Commission,
Government of India.
often cited as one of the main
contributors to its economic
development. However, a lot of
effort is still required to bring the
quality of primary education in India
at par with the international
standards.
The state of Gujarat has always
put a lot of emphasis on uplifting its
education system. Under the
visionary leadership of Shri
Narendra Modi as the Chief
Minister, Gujarat has taken up
numerous initiatives to improve the
overall environment of education in
the state right from steps to improve
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the enrolment ratio, reduce school
dropout rate, encourage and
support education of the girl child,
enhance school infrastructure to
nally evaluate and improve the
quality of primary education. The
successive Chief Ministers Smt
Anandi Ben Patel and incumbent Shri
Vijay Rupani have also followed in his
footsteps and taken all the good
work forward. This is evident from
the consistent increase in the school
enrolments and improvement in the
quality of education being imparted.
Continuing with its efforts in the
eld of primary education to further
strengthen the quality outcomes, the
government of Gujarat launched a
program called Gunotsav, or
The success of Gunotsav at state
level has been closely watched by
the central government. Taking lead
from Gunotsav, the Central
Government has proposed to
introduce a similar system of
measuring annual learning outcomes
in schools across the country as a
part of the annual budget 2017-18.

'Celebrating Quality'. This
programme was started by the state
Education department during
November 2009, with an aim to
evaluate primary education scenario
and grade school teachers
accordingly. Gunotsav is dened as
an accountability framework for
quality of primary education which
includes learning outcomes of
children as well as co-scholastic
activities, use of resources and
community participation.
Objectives
Ÿ To bring awareness among
teachers, students, administrators,
communities & stakeholders for
quality education.
Ÿ To ensure the enhancement of
reading, writing and numerical
skills for all children studying in
primary schools (Std 2 to 5).
Ÿ To ensure the enhancement of
subject knowledge for all children
studying in upper primary
sections (Std 6 to 8).
Ÿ To assess quality of classroom
teaching and learning processes
followed in schools.
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To address gaps in achieving
learning outcomes and to
acknowledge achievement.
Ÿ To track the children based on
learning outcome levels and
identify focus areas for remedial
action.
Ÿ To build an environment of
accountability - for an outcome
oriented performance at all levels
across scholastic, co-scholastic
outcomes and stakeholder
participation.

state which include all the
Government primary schools,
Ashram schools and Granted
schools

Ÿ

Ÿ

All children of standard III to
VII/VIII take tests for subjects like
Math, Gujarati, English, Social
Studies, Science etc.

Ÿ

Teachers check the papers and
grade each child from their
respective schools.

Ÿ

The data is then submitted to the
C R C C ( C l u s t e r Re s o u r c e
Center Coordinator) and

Scope of Gunotsav's Assessment
Scholastic
Co-scholastic
Activities
activities
Reading, Writing, Maths,
Prayer and Yoga
Science, Social Studies, English
Effective usage of Workbooks Cultural Activities
Science Practical book
and Map book
Educational Tours and
Local visits
Students' Attendance

Utilization of School
Infrastructure
Sanitation Facility
Drinking Water Facility

Exhibitions

Electricity Facility

Sports Meets

Cleanliness and
hygiene
School Health

Gunotsav is carried out state wide in
two phases:

Phase 2-

Phase 1-

Ÿ

Self evaluation is done by
covering 100% schools in the

around 9000 schools.
Ÿ

These include senior ministers
and bureaucrats who visit the
schools to access the parameters
and grade them to evaluate the
status of education in the state.

Ÿ

Thus 25% of schools in each
block (taluka) are assessed
personally by senior
Government bureaucrats and
Class I & II ofcers.

Ÿ

Simultaneous satellite based
conferences are held at district
levels for district ofcers to share
the process.

Ÿ

The Ofcer and team spend an
entire day in the selected school
(from morning assembly to the
evening presentation by students
and meeting with parents)

Ÿ

After school hours, the ofcer
and team interact with parents
and take view and suggestions for
educational activities in the
village/school.

Tithi bhojan in MDM

uploaded on the Gunotsav web
portal.

Process

Ÿ

Community
participation
School management
committee meetings
Parents gathering/
discussion
School Garden Maintenance

The entire state government
machinery, right from the Chief
Minister, Deputy Chief Minister,
Cabinet Ministers, senior
bureaucrats of the state
government to the village level
ofcials are actively involved in the
evaluation process and visit various
schools across the state during the
3 day event.

Evaluation is done by around
3000 senior government ofcials
of Gujarat Government covering

Data from both phases is collated,
compiled and analyzed by iNDEXTb
using latest information technology
and the results are shared with stake
holders enabling them to take
appropriate action for the identied
shortfalls. At the state level,
Gunotsav visits yield valuable inputs
and perspectives for policy making,
along with identifying needs for
making special efforts post Gunotsav.
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TRIBAL WELFARE

PESA Act: Tool to Empower Gujarat's Tribals
In the last decade, the Gujarat
government has launched
numerous programmes focusing on
the empowerment and overall
development of its tribal populace.
On January 19, 2017, the State
government took another major
step in this direction, through
implementation of Rule-2017 of
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act. During the Van and
Vanbandhu Kalyan Mela held at
Chhota Udepur, Hon'ble Chief
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani
announced the implementation of
the act, in 4,503 gram sabhas under
2,584 village panchayats, in 50
predominantly tribal talukas in 8
districts of the state.
The Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act or PESA was
enacted in 1996 by the Government
of India, to ensure self-governance
for tribals through traditional Gram
Sabhas for people living in Scheduled
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Areas of India. Under the criteria
established by the 5th schedule of
India's constitution, Scheduled Areas
exist in 10 states in the country, each
possessing a signicant tribal
population. Along with Gujarat the
other states included Chhatisgarh,
Rajasthan, Odisha, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana.
Under the PESA act, the tribal
communities, within these states,
were afforded, signicant benets.
This included allowing the Gram
Sabhas to safeguard and preserve
the customs, traditions & cultural
identity of the people within the
regions. But most signicantly,
through the act, the government,
attempted to provide greater
control to tribal communities over
resources, particularly minor forest
produce a signicant source of
income for tribal communities.

Despite the benets of the act, there
have been issues in the past, in
making the changes necessary to
implement the provisions of PESA
within the various states. A particular
source of contention was the
provision providing control over
minor forest produce, which
remained under state control.
Through the implementation of
Rule-2017, Gujarat becomes
amongst the rst of the 10 states, to
have changed this scenario. Through
the new rule, tribal people living in
forest areas will now have control
over any minor forest produce and
minor minerals, providing them with
a source of income, to develop the
region. Through this new provision,
Gram Sabhas within tribal areas
would be able to x loan interests
and thus eliminate the authority that
the money-lenders have within
these regions. The government will
also provide separate security forces
for them and be able to lease

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

quarries to them. While announcing
the implementation of the new PESA
Act, CM Rupani stated that, “The
forest and its products are
synonymous with the life of the
tribal. This new initiative will herald a
golden age for tribal development
within the state, and prove to be the
sunrise for the tribal people.”
During the event, the Chief Minister
also proposed to start medical
colleges within the tribal regions. He
stated that in the future he hoped
that doctors, engineers and scientists
from tribal regions would be able to
contribute to the development of
the state.
In addition to the provisions of the
PESA, Gujarat has undertaken
numerous initiatives in the past for
the upliftment of its tribal populace.
One of the most signicant is the Van
Bandhu Kalyan Yojana (VKY), also
known as the Chief Minister's 10
point programme. Launched in
2007, under the vision of Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
the programme had 10 key focus
areas which included the following:-

Focus Area: Employment Opportunity
for 5 Lakh Families
Vision: Double income of tribal families,
with special focus on migrant families &
particularly vulnerable tribal groups.
Focus Area: Quality of Education &
Higher Education
Vision: Access to quality education for
every eligible tribal child & increased
emphasis on higher education.
Focus Area: Economic Development
Vision: Double the income of all tribal
families including migrant tribal families &
particularly vulnerable tribal groups, &
facilitate economic growth in villages by
providing basic facilities such as roads
and energy network.
Focus Area: Health
Vision: The Government has identied 3
key areas to improve. These areas are
related to accessibility of medical
services, combating endemic diseases
and reduction in the level of
malnutrition.
Focus Area: Housing
Vision: Providing housing provision for all
tribal communities. Housing
development initiative is undertaken in
collaboration with Tribal development
department, Rural development
department & Panchayat department.
Focus Area: Provision of Drinking Water
Vision: Providing water supply to the
doorstep of every tribal household.
Focus Area: Irrigation
Vision: Agriculture is the only livelihood
of a majority of tribals. Improving
irrigation facilities will signicantly
improve their conditions.
Focus Area: Universal Electrication
Vision: Providing quality power supply to
all tribal areas for accelerated socioeconomic development of tribal
communities.
F o c u s A r e a : A l l -We a t h e r Ro a d
Connectivity
Vision: To provide connectivity to all
villages by all-weather roads, and
improve the quality of life in tribal areas,
in terms of quick access to health
services, better education, social
services, etc.
Focus Area: Urban Development
Vision: Develop tribal towns as growth
engines to augment the income of tribal
farmers.

VKY is focused on the integrated,
holistic and inclusive development of
tribal communities in areas related to
livelihood, education, health,
housing, drinking water, irrigation
and access to basic facilities. Since its
inception, VKY has achieved the
following:
• Doubled the income of 8 Lakh
tribal families, against a target of 5
lakh families.
• Reduced the literacy gap
between Scheduled tribes
population and the rest of the
State from 21.4% in 2001 to
15.5% in 2011.
• Providing market for traditional
products through Agricultural
Produce Marketing Committees
(APMCs).
• Screening for sickle-cell anaemia
amongst 83.73 Lakh Tribal
people. Providing annual health
check-up for 76.99 Lakh people.
• Providing housing for 4.5 Lakh
people
• Safe drinking water facilities for
100% tribal households
provided. Availability of tap water
increased from 3.9% in 2001 to
56% (8.5 Lakh families)
households.
Today, VKY has been included as a
Central Sector Scheme in the Annual
Plan of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
for 2014-15, with an initial allocation
of Rs.100 Crore.
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INDUSTRY

After BSE, GIFT city now welcomes the MCX

G

ujarat Chief Minister
Shri Vijay Rupani
inaugurated the new
ofce of Multi Commodity Exchange
of India Ltd. (MCX), at GIFT City,
Gandhinagar on 31st January, 2017.
This inauguration comes as a prompt
move following the MoU between
MCX and the Gujarat International
Finance Tec- City (GIFT City)
Company Ltd. during the recently
concluded Vibrant Gujarat Global
Summit with an intent to expand the
exchange's operations in terms of
Business Continuity (BC) and
Disaster Recovery (DR), training &
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education and technology (Software
Development and Information
Technology Operations). During the
Vibrant Gujarat Summit, MCX
expressed its intention to invest over
Rs 30 crore and develop employee
strength of over 100 at this ofce
over the next few years.

his tenure as the Chief Minister of
Gujarat to set up the GIFT city and
develop it as the centre of all nancial
activity of the country. With the
inauguration of the MCX at GIFT
city, shortly after setting up of BSE,
this vision has moved yet another
step closer towards realization.

During his inaugural address, Shri
Rupani expressed condence that
along with being the Manufacturing
Hub which Gujarat already is, it will
soon emerge as the new nancial
hub of the country. He mentioned
that it was the vision of our Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi during

Shri Rupani took great pride in
announcing that with the entry of
BSE and MCX into GIFT city,
forward trading is bound to get a
huge impetus. He also took this
opportunity to invite overseas rms
to set up their ofces at GIFT city. He
said with complete conviction that
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We are grateful to the Government of
Gujarat, and appreciative of GIFT City's
continuous support for helping us participate
and contribute in our own way, in fullling the
larger vision of our Honourable Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi ji, of creating a
vibrant nancial services centre in India. This,
therefore, is an opportunity for us to not just
diversify our risk and strengthen our
competencies, but also participate in India's
growth story
Mr. Saurabh Chandra,
Chairman, MCX
The presence of MCX is a testament to
GIFT City's state-of-the-art IT
infrastructure and world-class amenities
that have been designed in line with other
reputed global nancial hubs. GIFT City has
one of India's largest Tier IV data centre,
high quality cloud services and competitive
cost of operations, compared to other
nancial and IT hubs. In the coming days,
we hope to see more such premier
institutions making GIFT City their home,
which will only strengthen its credential as
India's rst successful Global Financial Hub
Mr. Ajay Pandey,
MD & Group CEO, GIFT City
GIFT city will soon house the
complete range of nancial services
like share trading, commodity
exchange, BPOs, KPOs,
nationalized banks etc. and provide
employment to about 10 lakh
youths.
The MCX setup, spread over
22,600 sq ft, will house its Business
Continuity (BC) and Disaster
Recovery (DR) centre and a training
and education facility. The purpose
of the BC Plan is to prepare MCX in
the event of extended service
outages caused by factors beyond

control (e.g. natural disasters, manmade events) and to restore services
to the widest extent possible in a
minimum time frame. MCX has
plans to set up its in-house software
development division for data
analytics, internal automation,
ancillary applications and value
addition services to its members.

career in commodity market. Since
the GIFT City is bound to emerge as
a large and vibrant hub of nance,
encompassing all of its various
market segments: commodities,
equity, foreign exchange and xed
income, the training facility can help
create capacity in the trading
community from India and abroad.

The training and education facility
will conduct training programmes
and impart knowledge for the
enhancement of skills and capabilities
of students and working
professionals, desirous of making a

MCX is also looking at a possible
future expansion of the facility,
including the possibility of setting up
of a training campus.
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Gujarat
Celebrates

68 Republic Day
at Anand

I

n celebration of India's 68th Republic Day, Hon'ble Chief
Minister Shri Vijay Rupani and Hon'ble Governor Shri O.P Kohli
graced a ag-hoisting ceremony in the district of Anand.
Governor Kohli and CM Rupani watched the Republic Day
celebrations and felicitated freedom ghters with shawls. However,
what stole the show at the parade was the showering of owers by the
Air Force Helicopters.
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The ceremony this year was held
in Anand, keeping with the policy
established by Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, during
his tenure as Chief Minister of
decentralisation of
administration. As a part of
the policy, the three major
state-level functions of
I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y,
Republic Day and Gujarat's
Foundation Day are rotated
between various district
headquarters. It is also
worth noting that during the
Ceremony, CM Rupani
distributed cheques worth
Rs.2.50 Crore for the
inclusive development of
Anand, to the District
Collector and its District
Development Ofcer.
On the previous day of the event,
CM Rupani visited Governor Kohli at
his residence, for his 'At Home'
programme'. During the
programme, both the Governor and
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the Chief Minister exchanged
greetings with those who were
present for the event. This included,
District police ofcials, Senior
Secretaries and Collectors, ofce-

bearers from various departments
and the local public.
During this event, CM Rupani
also released a coffee table book
titled 'Anokhu Anand' prepared by
the Anand District Administration on

the historical and religious heritage of
the district, as well as its art and
culture. CM Rupani also released a
series of books of success stories
from over 101 successful farmers.
The document was
prepared by the Agriculture
department as well as the
S.P University.
The main attraction,
during the Republic Day
event at Anand, was the 33
tableaus on display. These
tableaus depicted the
various schemes
undertaken by the Gujarat
Government, by its
departments. Among the
main tableaus included
schemes from the following
departments:Of the various departments who
presented their tableaus, CM Rupani
and Governor Kohli awarded rst
prize to the Industry and Mines
Department. They had presented a
tableau on the theme of craft village.
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No Name of Tableau

Name of Department

1.

Environment oriented Fuel Energy & Petro-Chemical Department

2.

Solar-Rooftop

Climate Change Department

3.

Safe Gujarat, Addict Free

Gujarat Home Department

4.

Mobile Urinal Van

Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation

5.

E-Learning

Education Department

6.

Land Record Digitization

Revenue Department

Amul's whose tableau showcased a
digital milk co-operative society won
the second prize while WASMO's
tableau on potable water
management ranked third.
It is also worth noting that
Gujarat's tableau at the National
Republic Day celebrations in Delhi
this year, received considerable
praise. The tableau displayed the art,
culture and lifestyle of the Kutch
district. While the front portion of the
tableau depicted Kutch women busy
in embroidery with rapt attention,
the rear portion show cased Kutch's
'Bhungo' mud house with thatched
roof that protects people from the
semi arid region's hot and harsh
summer. The district's 16 different
varieties of embroidery and its
traditional musical instruments such

as Nafgali, Surangho, Boridho were
also on display in the tableau.
On the eve of Republic Day, CM
Rupani began the second phase of
UJALA Gujarat by distributing energy
efcient fans and tube lights at Anand.
The rst phase of this scheme was
started by the Gujarat Government

on May 26, 2016. It is worth noting
that the Gujarat government
distributed 1 Crore LED bulbs in 50

days of the launch of this scheme.
The Chief Minister also attended
a farmer's meet at Anand, in which he
talked about how the Gujarat
government has supported farmers
with minimum support price and has
purchased groundnuts worth Rs. 754
Crores.
The Chief Minister stated that the
Gujarat government is dedicated to
fullling the ideology of Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay, and provide
work for each hand and water for
each farm. During the occasion
MoUs (Memorandum of
Understanding) were signed between
GCMMF (Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation) and various
departments of the state government
to full eight projects with a cost Rs.
434.60 Crore.
The Chief Minister also laid
foundation stones for various
developmental projects of water
supply schemes, beautication of
water reservoirs, and construction of
library, houses and roads worth more
than Rs. 20 Crore.
Highlighting the steps taken by the
government for the welfare of the
farmers, the Chief Minster said the
government has provided loans to
farmers at the rate of 1-3% to reduce
their debt burden and prevent cases
of suicides. The government has also
made provision worth Rs. 750 Crore
for fencing of farm to save their crops
from animal attacks. Farmers, who
made innovations in organic farming,
were also felicitated by the Chief
Minister.
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UNION BUDGET

Financial
Sector
Funding of
Political
Parties

Fiscal
Overview

Infrastructure
& Railways
Rural
Populace

Youth

Agriculture

Union Budget 2017-18:
New Opportunities for Gujarat
February 2017 16
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On February 1, 2017, Hon'ble Union Minister for Finance Shri Arun Jaitley presented
the fourth budget of the Indian Government, led by Hon'ble Prime Minster Shri
Narendra Modi. Experts agree, Mr. Jaitley's budget was a success, as he managed to give
a signicant boost to the rural economy, as well as the corporate sector (particularly
MSMEs). The provisions he announced also managed to widen the tax base while
creating the foundations of a more tax compliant economy.
Hailing the provisions made under the Union Budget 2017-18, Hon'ble Chief Minister
Shri Vijay Rupani, called the budget pro-people and stated that it would give momentum
to agriculture sector and spur rural development. He further stated that the budget truly
encapsulates the mantra of 'Sauno Saath Sauno Vikas', as it has provisions for each aspect
of society. CM Rupani stated that the budget will create enormous employment
opportunities for the youth of the state, a fact that Hon'ble Minister of Education Shri
Bhupendrasinh Chudasma also echoed this sentiment.

17 February 2017
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Provisions for Gujarat in Union
Budget 2017-18:

Agriculture

•

•

•

•

•

•

Medical education in Gujarat will be given new
direction with the establishment of an All India
Institute of Medical Studies (AIIMS).
Gujarat will be more prepared in the eld of
medical education by provision, to increase the
number of seats, for medical students by 5000 at
the PG level.
Corporate tax for MSMEs making a prot of Rs.
50 Crore has been reduced from 30% to 25%.
This will benet Gujarat's 20 Lakh MSMEs,
which employs 1.5 Crore people
New Coastal highways between Dwarka and
Jamnagar one over 132 Km long and another
over 237 Km from Somnath to Dwarka.
The Union Government's provision to
computerize co-operative societies will also
benet Gujarat's co-operative sector.

Key Highlights of Union Budget 2017-18
Fiscal Overview
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Total expenditure is Rs. 21, 47,000 Crore.
Plan & Non-plan expenditure to be abolished,
with the focus on capital expenditure which will
be 25.4 %.
Rs. 3000 Crore allocated to the Department of
Economic affairs for implementing the budget
announcements.
Expenditure for science and technology is Rs.
37,435 Crore.
The total amount of resources transferred to States
and Union Territories is Rs.4.11 Lakh Crore.
A scal decit of 3% for three years is recommended,
with a deviation of 0.5% of the GDP.
Fiscal decit of 2017-18 pegged at 2017-18 at
3.2% of the GDP. The government's is
committed to lowering it to 3% by the next year.
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•

•
•
•
•
•

Rs. 10 Lakh Crore allocated as credit to farmers
with 60 days interest waiver.
NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development) fund to be increased to Rs.
40,000 crore.

Government will set up mini labs in Krishi Vigyan
Kendras for soil testing.
Dedicated micro-irrigation fund to be setup for
NABARD with Rs.5000 Crore initial corpus.
Corpus for Irrigation increased from Rs.20,000
to Rs.40,000 Crore.
Dairy Processing infrastructure fund to be
created, with a corpus of Rs.2000 Crore.
Model law on contract farming to be created
and shared with all states.

Rural Populace
•
•

•
•

Union government aims to bring 1 Crore
households out of poverty by 2019.
In 2017-18, 5 lakh farm ponds will be taken up
under MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act).
3 Lakh Crore to be spent for rural India.
MGNREGA to help double farmer's income.
Government proposes to complete 1 Crore
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•

•
•

houses for those without homes.
Create 5,000 additional post-graduate seats per
annum to ensure adequate availability of
specialist doctors to strengthen Secondary and
Tertiary levels of health care.
Rs.19,000 Crore to be allocated in 2017-18 for
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana.
Country to achieve 100% rural electrication by
March 2018.

Youth
•

•
Innovation Fund for Secondary Education
proposed to encourage local innovation in 3479
educationally backward districts.

•
•
•

For passenger safety, a safety fund corpus has
been setup of Rs. 1 Lakh Crore and unmanned
level crossings will be eliminated by 2020.
3,500 KM of Railway lines will be commissioned
this year.
Affordable housing to be given infrastructure
status
National Housing Bank will renance individual
housing loans of about 20,000 Crore in 201718.

Funding of Political Parties
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

SWAYAM platform, leveraging IT, will be
launched with at least 350 online courses.
National Testing Agency, to be set-up as an
autonomous and self-sustained premier testing
organisation, to conduct all entrance
examinations for higher education institutions.
Skill Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for
Livelihood Promotion programme (SANKALP)
to be launched at a cost of Rs. 4000 Crores.
SANKALP will provide market relevant training
to 3.5 Crore youth.
Next phase of Skill Strengthening for Industrial
Value Enhancement (STRIVE) will also be
launched in 2017-18 at a cost of Rs. 2,200
Crores.
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras to be extended
to more than 600 districts across India. 100 India
International Skills Centres will also be
established across the country.

•

Maximum cash donation for any political party
will be Rs. 2,000 from any one source.
Political parties will be entitled to receive
donations by cheque or digital mode from
donors.
An amendment is being proposed to the RBI Act
to enable issuance of electoral bonds .A donor
can purchase these bonds from banks or post
ofces through cheque or digital transactions.
They can be redeemed only by registered
political parties.

Financial Sector
•
•

•
•
•
•

Over 90% of FDI inows into India are now
automated.
Income tax for MSME companies with annual
turnover up to Rs. 50 Crore, reduced from 30
to 25%.
Shares of Railway PSE, like IRCTC will now be
listed on Indian stock exchanges.
Foreign Investment promotion board will be
abolished.
Negotiable Instruments will be amended.
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana lending target
xed at Rs 2.44 lakh crore for 2017-18.

Infrastructure & Railways
•

Total allocation of Rs.39,61,354 Crore has been
made in this budget for infrastructure. Total
allocation for railways has been made at Rs.
1,31,000 Crore.
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Interview with

Shri Ganpatsinh Vasava
Minister of Tribal Development, Tourism & Forest
Q.1- How do you start your day? What do you do to keep yourself
healthy?
A.1- Although it is extremely difcult to nd time for oneself when one is involved in public
service, I still believe that it is important to spend some time everyday to take care of one's
health and tness. It is for this reason that I wake up at 6 am every day to go for a walk or a jog
followed by some yoga. I also routinely pray for half an hour every day. I take fruits, coconut
water and milk for breakfast. Post breakfast, by around 8 am, I spend time with my visitors.
When I am at my village, I start my day an hour earlier as I need to start meeting the visitors by
7 am.

Q.2- You have been in public life for years now. How do you manage
to take out time for your family?
A.2- In a eld like public service, the entire state is like one's family. I treat all the 6.5 crore
people of Gujarat as my family. But there are a few people in everyone's life who play a special
role in one's success. Parents, spouse and children are an inseparable part of one's life. I'm able
to spare very little time, as far as the question of spending time with them is concerned. But
this is obvious if one is involved with public service, and my family completely understands
that. Most of my time is spent in attending Government and party events and touring various
regions. Hence, I'm generally unable to attend my family functions. I am extremely grateful to
my family who has immensely supported me despite my unavailability for them. They are the
source of my internal strength.

Q.3- What are your hobbies?
A.3- I have been brought up in Vadi village in Surat where Kabaddi is very popular. Hence I
love playing Kabaddi. We have also worked very hard to maintain the culture of Kabaddi in
rural regions. Kabaddi tournaments have been organized in my village regularly for the past 27
years where more than a lakh spectators visit from the entire South Gujarat. The tournament
is always held on the New Year's Day. 27 years ago, my elder brother, Shri Amarsinh Vasava,
had organized the rst Kabaddi tournament in our village and we have ever since been taking
this tradition forward. We had requested the government to allocate land for organizing the
tournament, which has been granted. We have even paid the premium for the allocated land.
Teams from Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat participate in the tournament which
goes on for 2 days. In addition to Kabaddi, almost all other kinds of sports events of south
Gujarat are also organized at this venue.
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Q.4. How was your childhood?
A.4- I've had to struggle a lot during my childhood. I
studied at a kacchi paathshala from class 1-5 and attended
class 6 under the trees. The village also had huge water
issue. Wells were dug up for extracting drinking water.
There were no roads in the village. There wasn't even a
hospital or a college anywhere close to my village. I feel
that it is only because of this struggle that today I have the
opportunity to address such issues for the entire state.

Q.5- How was your journey from Vadi
village to St. Xavier's college?
A.5- Up till class 7, I studied at the village itself while I
studied class 8 at Jankhava village, 5 km from my village.
From class 9-12, I studied at Maharaja Rajendra Vidyalaya
in Rajpipla. Then I came to Ahmedabad to study at St.
Xavier's.

Q.6- What made you take up politics?
A.6- Initially I wasn't sure if I wanted to enter politics. But
in college, I had amicable relationship with all my peers
and this is what encouraged me to participate in college
elections which I managed to win. As my brother, Shri
Amarsinh Vasava was in the police department as the

Superintendent of Police, my family had an intense spirit
of national service. Because of this, we had a desire to
either join the army or the police. Post College, I even
used to work at our farm with my father. But perhaps I
was predestined to tread the path of public service and
hence have come this far.

Q.7- Who do you think has inuenced
your life the most and is your role model?
A.7- I consider Swami Vivekanand as my role model. I
have learnt a lot from his life. I am also quite inuenced by
Hon'ble Shri Narendra Modi ji and have had the honor of
working with him for many years. In the initial 7 years of
being an MLA, I didn't have any big responsibilities. But I
was extremely fortunate to be selected as the speaker of
the Vidhan Sabha by Shri Modi ji. For the rst time in the
state, a tribal MLA was chosen as the speaker of Vidhan
Sabha. Twice I have been the speaker of the Vidhan
Sabha and thrice a cabinet minister. I have learnt a lot
from Modi ji including how to bring about development,
maintain communal harmony, make the state a role
model for others, percolate the benets of development
to the bottom of the pyramid and make Gujarat the
growth engine of India.

Rapid Fire Round
Q.1- Which is your favorite color?

Q.5- Who is your favorite actor?

A.1-My favorite color is Saffron.

A.5-Shri Manoj Kumarji is my most favourite. He does a
lot of justice to his role as a patriot in his lms. Apart from
him, I also admire the acting of Shri Raj Kapoorji.

Q.2- Tell us your most admired musician.
A.2-The musician whom I really admire is Shri Kalyanji Anandji.

Q.6- Who is your favorite writer?

Q.3-Which is your favorite song?

A.6-I often read books by Shri Gunwantbhai Shah who
hails from Surat.

A.3-I have no particular song as my favorite one but I
really like listening to songs by Lata Mangeshkarji , Kishore
Kumarji and Mukeshji.

Q.4- Any book that fascinates you in
particular?
A.4-There are two books which really interest me. The
rst one being “Social Harmony' by Shri Narendrabhai
Modi and the second one being “Integral Humanism” by
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay.
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Question: What kind of food do you prefer?
A.7-The village food is very dear to me. I really enjoy
'Nagli' and 'Rotla' in particular. But, I don't really like
sweets.

Q.8: Which is your favorite outt?
A.8-Indian outts are my most favorite.

Gujarat
Marching Ahead

Q.8 What inspired you to take up the
cause of the tribal community?
A.8- As stated previously, I have always felt that it is my
duty and responsibility as a Dalit public servant, to help in
the development of the Dalit community. While I am
always ready to serve my community, I also feel
honoured to be in a position that enables me to serve all
the citizens. For any tribal leader dedicated to serve the
country, the greatest source of inspiration can be derived
from the tribal people who fought for independence.
Even without the ofcial records to substantiate their
contributions, no one can deny the role that India's tribal
community played in the freedom struggle. Before
Independence, over 1,500 tribals martyred in the district
of Mangarh, against the British. To bring this enormous
contribution of the tribal community to the attention of
the rest of the country, then Chief Minister Shri Narendra
Modi undertook an investigation. His investigation,
unearthed some historic documents, which brought the
incident to light.
Similarly, it is also worth noting that the Tribal kings of
Dang never allowed the British to enter their region,
which is a source of pride for us. During the revolution of
1857, the Kings of Mewasi from Central Gujarat
provided assistance to Rani Lakshmibai. When the
Mughals attacked Somnath, the King at the time was
Hamir Singh Gohil. A tribal community by the name of
Vegdo came to his aid during this time, and laid down
their lives for the safety of their state.
There are many such tales of sacrice and heroism from
the tribal community. These stories only reinforce the fact
that India's tribals played a crucial role in building our
current society, and now it is time we take them forward.
When all members of Indian society are able to walk
together as one, only then can we be truly considered as
the world leader. It is my dream that the people who
comprise India's tribal community achieve new
milestones in the eld of education, arts, sports, politics
and other elds. As a mass leader, I will forever be ready
to work towards bringing the tribal community forward.
However, I feel that despite the progress we have all
made as a nation since independence, it is necessary to

understand the reason why the Tribal people in India
have been left behind. Governments formed after
independence, gave little importance towards the
development of tribals. As a result, compared to the rest
of society, the development of tribals in India was
severely underdeveloped. If you look at the allocations
for tribal development in previous budgets, was barely
Rs.36 Crore. After which the allocations in the budget
were increased from Rs.75 Crore, to Rs.150 Crore, and
nally Rs.350 Crore. To help develop the 90 Lakh plus
tribal community spread from Ambaji to Umargam, is
almost impossible. How can we look after the
development of the citizens of 14 districts on a budget
this small?
Even before Shri Narendra Modi came to power as Chief
Minister, he would tour all the tribal districts from Ambaji
to Umargam, and thus he was well versed with the
troubles faced by these districts. When Shri Narendra
Modi became Chief Minister, then under Rule 44 of the
Vidhan Sabha, he introduced the Vanbandhu Kalyan
Yojana, which was of Rs.15,000 Crore. At that time,
opposition MLAs would often ask, where the money for
this project would come from. However, Modji created a
10 point programme and when the Vidhan Sabha's
proceedings began, he presented an expenditure of
Rs.17,000 Crore.
Today, in tribal areas, citizens have access to RCC roads;
tribals have access to wells for drinking water, for tribal
students 'Pucca' student buildings have been constructed
and solutions are being found for the problem of
malnutrition in these areas. In the old days, there was no
Science College in the tribal areas. Shri Narendra Modi
was the rst to establish a Science College in a tribal
district. The tribal districts are also being beneted
through access to 108 ambulances. Many tribal students
are also studying in Eklavaya schools as well.
For the citizens of the tribal community, our government
is fully committed and is working hard towards its
eventual upliftment. I believe, that a time will come,
when our tribal society will manage to transform itself into
a more modern society, and then our nation will be
strengthened far greater than it ever has before.
23 February 2017
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Q.9- You have made the journey from
being a popular local leader to a senior
minister in the government. How has
your journey been?
A.-9 I entered politics at a very young age. Even my party
showed condence in me at that young age. My political
career started when I was studying at the St. Xavier's
college in Ahmedabad where I stood for the election of
the college representative. I was inuenced by the
philosophy of the Rashtrya Swayamsevak Sangh. I
became an MLA for the rst in 2002 and was re-elected
in 2007. I worked for the ST Morcha during this period
and have twice been the chairman of the Committee on
Scheduled Tribe in the Legislative Assembly. It was a huge
honor for me to have been the youngest speaker of the
Vidhan Sabha during 2011-12. Till now, I have discharged
all my responsibilities with complete honesty and
dedication and will continue to work with the same
commitment in the future as well. Hailing from Dalit
community, I believe that it is my additional responsibility
to help the community integrate with the mainstream in
today's modern era. In the past 15 years, our
government has tirelessly worked for the upliftment of
the Dalits and will continue to do so in the future as well.

Q.10- In the last decade, what kind of
qualitative changes has the tribal
community seen? And in your view which
of the government's programmes have
proven the most effective in achieving
this?
A.10- For the development of tribals, the Gujarat
government has undertaken programmes to nd
employment for them. In the last few years, there has
also been a remarkable growth in the eld of education.
This has resulted in the youth getting jobs in both private
and government sectors. With the opening of Primary,
Secondary and Senior Secondary schools in the villages,
more children are getting the chance to study. Students
today are now able to qualify for jobs under the general
quota and not just the tribal quota.
Apart from this, the Gujarat government has undertaken
numerous policies in the eld of agriculture and animal
husbandry, which has beneted the tribal community
immensely and given them a steadier of source of
income. Today, in the tribal district of Dang, the tribal
community earns a good prot from the growing of
cashew nuts. In the district of Valsad, vegetables are being
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grown and in the district of Tapi 'Bhindi' or lady ngers are
being grown in abundance and are being exported
abroad. In the district of Dahod, owers are being grown
and in the district of Dang, farmers are also cultivating the
'Mallika' mango tree. Through the cultivation of this tree,
the tribals have earned a prot of Rs.10 Crore.
Many tribal students are also taking advantage of the
programmes being offered by the government, to study.
Earlier, over 50% of the medical seats, reserved for
tribals, would go empty; but now through the efforts of
the government, all of these seats have been lled by
talented students from the tribal districts.

Q.11- How will various schemes for the
tribal help them brighten their future?
A.11-The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri
Vijaybhai Rupani has always been concerned about the
welfare of the tribals, whether it is discussed in the BJP
meetings or government's cabinet meetings. For
example: A decision has been made to give optimum
wages to the teachers of Eklavya schools. Initially, there
were no provisions for meal facilities in 'Dry Hostels'
meant for students belonging to the tribal areas. Shri
Vijaybhai Rupani has now decided to make provisions for
food in these hostels as well. Apart from this, 41 hostels
that used to operate on lease have now been allocated
land by the government. The state government has
made a provision for providing separate wards in the
hospitals of Ahmedabad, Surat, Valsad for treating the
tribals suffering from Sickle cell anaemia, which is a very
common ailment in their community. Apart from this, the
government also provides them nancial assistance every
month. Under the recently launched PESA Act, i.e.
Panchayat Extension to the Scheduled Areas, more and
more tribals are given the benets of various government
schemes falling under the same. For example: complete
rights will be given to them for the ownership of minor
forest products. They can even assimilate the secondary
forest products and sell them. In the same manner,
various minor minerals such as sand and precious stones
are found in abundance in the tribal areas. The lease
agreement for such minerals will now be given only to
people belonging to the tribal community. Previously, a
heavy rate of interest on the principal amount was being
charged from them which led to their exploitation. This
will now come to an end due to the introduction of PESA
act. The management of village ponds, which was initially
done by the government, will now be done by the tribal
community. Restrictions have been laid on the
contractors now. Initially, they used to hire people from
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villages by luring them for city jobs and exploited them.
The contractor will now have to inform the Village
Panchayat rst before taking any worker which will lead
their security. I believe, even a leader hailing from the
tribal region could not have done better justice to the
tribal people, the way Hon'ble Chief Minister Vijaybhai
Rupani has taken pro-tribal decisions. These decisions
will ultimately bear fruits in the days to come.

Q.12- What is your government's future
roadmap for tribal development?
A.12-The state government has recently decided to
implement the PESA act i.e Panchayat Extension to the
Scheduled Areas and to ensure that it reaches to each and
every person of the tribal community. We have decided
to carry out “Gaurav Yatra” for tribal development. We
will commence this from the temple of Goddess Unai in
the district of Navsari. This journey will cover each tribal
area of the state, from Ambaji to Umargaon. We will
make people aware about the schemes initiated by the
government for the welfare of the tribals. We will inform
them about the PESA act which will help them know their
rights better and enable them to reap full benets of the
government schemes. And I have a lot of faith in the fact
that this “Gaurav Yatra” will enlighten a lot of tribal people.

Q.13- Gujarat is famous throughout the
world for 'Tourism'. What are your views
on the aspect of tourism in Gujarat?
A.13-The previous governments did not give much
importance to the tourism sector as given by the
government of Shri Narendrabhai Modi during his tenure
as the Chief Minister. The tourism budget used to be very
small previously and it has now increased to Rs. 450
crores. Gujarat is blessed with natural scenery and we are
utilizing this optimally. The state has country's largest
coastline of 1600 kms. Shri Narendrabhai has given the
White Desert of Kutch a unique identity. People from all
over the world come to see the White Desert now. We
take a lot of pride in having the only abode of Asiatic Lions
in the world. Talking about the aspect of tourism in
spiritual and historic terms, we have places like Somnath,
Nageshvar, Dwarka, Ambaji, Saputara and Dakor. Apart
from this, Gujarat is also a home to the UNESCO World
Heritage Sites of Rani-ki-Vav from Patan and ChampanerPavagadh Archaelogical Park. An important aspect that I
would like to add here is the fact that it is very necessary
for a state to have peace and security in order to attract
tourists from across the world. And everyone is aware
about Gujarat's atmosphere in this regard. The festival of

Navratri, from Gujarat, is famous throughout the world.
People from across the globe visit the state to celebrate
this festival. The state has 24/7 electricity facility which has
led to an 18% rise in the tourist ow in the last three
years.
You will nd a new face of tourism with the introduction
of Tribal Tourism, Eco-tourism, Buddhist Circuit, Sant
Nagri and Medical Tourism in the near future. The state
government, in addition to this, has introduced a Tourism
Policy in order to encourage and promote tourism. The
tourism sector has been given the status of industry under
this new policy. This decision by the state government
has given a new direction to the tourism industry.
Successful campaigns like “Khushboo Gujarat ki,” “Kutch
nai dekha toh kuch nai dekha,” “Kuch din toh guzariye
Gujarat mai” etc. have given a new face to the tourism
industry of Gujarat. I think that the tourism sector of the
state will be a mirror to the religious, economical, social
and historical beauty in the days to come.

Q.14-Which is your favorite tourist
place?
A.14- I have traveled to a lot of tourist places abroad.
However, I feel that our country is the best when we talk
about tourism. The Himalayas, specially, are very dear to
me. They are not only important in terms of natural
beauty but also in terms of religion and spirituality. Our
ancestors have meditated there. Apart from that, I also
admire and enjoy the tourist places in Gujarat whether
they are from the aspect of scenic beauty or religious and
spiritual importance.

Q.15-What is your message to the youth
of the state being a young leader?
A.15-Compared to all other countries of the world, India
has the maximum number of youth. Our country has an
approximate of 65% of its population under the age of
35. Our youth is endowed with a lot of talent. It is the
need of the hour to develop good character along with
good education. The education acquired should not just
help during exams but also help learn the lessons of life
too. Sincere and dedicated people earn fruits of their
work. Therefore, one must move ahead with a set of
goals and ambitions in life. The youth should take along
the underprivileged sections as well so that they are not
left behind. They should also take care of their family and
society and work for them as well. In addition to all this, it
is very important that the youth have in them, the spirit of
patriotism.
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TOURISM & YOUTH AFFAIRS

A Bright Roadmap for
Tourism, Sport, Culture and
Youth Affairs

A

Three day National
Conference on tourism,
sports, culture and youth
affairs, organized by the Ministries of
Tourism, Culture, Youth Affairs and
Sports in cooperation with the
Government of Gujarat was held at
the White Desert of Kutch, Dhordo
from the 20th to the 22nd January,
2017. The aim of this conference was
to bring these 4 state level
departments under one umbrella so
that they can work together for
better outputs, under the 'Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat' vision of the Hon'ble
Prime Minister.
It is tting that the conference was
hosted by Gujarat considering the
amount of effort that the Gujarat
Government has put into developing
the state's tourism and sports
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infrastructure and preserving and
promoting its culture. The events
organized by the Gujarat
government during the Rann Utsav,
Monsoon and Kite Festivals at many
locations across the state, the
Navratri Celebrations etc. draw
thousands of tourists to it every year.
The government also organized one
of the largest celebrations of sports in
the country, the 'Khel Mahakumbh'
which provides impetus to sports
loving youth to pursue their passion.
The conference began with an
address by Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, who briefed the
attendees via video uplink. In his
address, PM Modi stressed on the
importance of Indian culture, values,
tourism and the youth which can
shape world trends. He also

mentioned that it is the need of the
hour to rst know what is in our
homes than knowing what lies with
the neighbor, in reference to the rich
tourism spots, traditions and culture
that India is endowed with. States
should promote more cultural
exchange amongst its youth.
Referencing the development of
Kutch as a tourist region, after the
earthquake, PM Modi spoke on the
need for Indian states to become
more tourist-friendly. They could do
this by providing world-class tourist
infrastructure, which would cater to
the needs of domestic and
international tourists.
Speaking on the strength of the
cultural wisdom in Gujarat, as well as
its tourism and sports sectors, CM
Rupani talked about how Gujarat had
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been developed as a major
destination under PM Modi's tenure
as Chief Minister. He also spoke on
the growth of the local handicraft
industry and the increase in artisans,
due to the increase in tourist inow.
The Hon'ble Union Minister for
Youth Affairs and Sports, Shri. Vijay
Goel lauded the approach of the
Prime Minister for making India a
global icon in Tourism, Culture and
Sports. He stated that the
Government of India will launch a
sports talent hunt portal, national
sports talent development program,
promotion of hubs of sports
excellence in select universities (10),
creation of domain expertise in sports
science and sports technology and a
time bound action plan was
formulated in order to plan for vision

encouraging and promoting Rural
Tourism, Tribal Odyssey, the local
fairs and festivals, inter-state sharing
of India's culture, tourism and sports
heritage and many other applied
areas of opportunities along with a
proper roadmap for the same.

2028 to make India a leading nation in
the area of sports.

of the three day-conference indeed
matched with the vision of the
Hon'ble Prime Minister and the long
lasting effects of the same will be seen
in the days to come upon successful
implementation of the same.

The discussion and the outcomes

special and dedicated sports portal
which will highlight the achievements
of various talented people who have
gained recognition in the eld.
The Hon'ble Union Minister for
Tourism, Mr. Mahesh Sharma
mentioned that this conference will
provide new platform for mutual
interaction between various states
that will lead to a holistic
development of the country. 'India is
ranked 13th in World Tourism Index
and contributes 10.71 % in world
tourism growth', he added.
A set of national priorities were
identied (in the sessions where
India's image as a sports playing
nations was discussed) including play
eld development, national coaching
development framework, national

This high level dialogue and
discussion, between various
representatives from the states and
the Centre, focused on key areas like
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POLICY INITIATIVES

Gujarat takes another step towards realizing India's growth potential

Student Startup and
Innovation policy

By 2020, the Indian population will
contribute about 28% to the world's
youth. This is a huge opportunity for
the country to accelerate its growth
journey provided conducive
environment is created and adequate
opportunities are generated for its
youth to ourish. Providing impetus
to Research & Development and
Entrepreneurship is one of the best
ways of empowering the youth.
The Government of Gujarat realized
that, the state, being the growth
engine of the country, cannot afford
to neglect these very essential sectors

February 2017 28

if India has to achieve its true growth
potential. Keeping this in mind, the
Gujarat Government very
thoughtfully formulated a set of
policies which would provide
tremendous boost to these sectors
and equip the youth to successfully
face the challenges of the future.
In January 2015, the state
government introduced the Gujarat
Startup Policy as a part of its Industrial
Policy. It also initiated a startup policy
for IT sector research under IT policy
o f S c i e n c e a n d Te c h n o l o g y
Department of the state in June, 2016.

Continuing its efforts for empowering
the youth Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Gujarat Shri Vijay Rupani recently
launched Student Start-Up and
Innovation Policy (SSIP) booklet at
Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar to
inculcate industrial entrepreneurship
among the students pursuing higher
education.
The main goals of SSIP include
nurturing 1% of the graduates into
job creators and creating awareness
about innovation and pre-incubation
among students pursuing higher
studies by establishing facilities like
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fabrication labs, common working
space and design labs. The policy will
provide a technological platform
through educational programs,
conferences and seminars and
MOOC -Massive Open- Online
Courses. The state will also make
available common resource centers,
permissions and credit for
implementing the innovations.
Arrangements will be made to
promote the ideas of the students
from Proof of Concept (PoC) to
Minimum Viable Prototype under
pre-incubational support.
Around 14 lakhs students of more
than 60 universities and 800 plus
higher education institutes will have a
scope to participate under this policy.
The state government will also
establish a fund of Rs 200 crores for
the next ve years. The government
is committed towards introducing
500 student startups, 1,000 IPR
patent ling in state universities and
providing innovation support to 1000
students and pre incubation support
to 200 educational institutions in the
next ve years.
This announcement will provide
headway to students of all disciplines
to develop research activities and
youth entrepreneurship and in turn
take India a step closer to achieving its
development goals.

•

Pre-incubation support

•

To convert ideas of students
from Proof of Concept (PoC)
up to Minimum Viable
Prototype (MVP).

•

To create support system for
Patent ling.

•

To encourage the students to
undertake innovative projects
related to Society, Industries
and community instead of
conventional academic projects.

•

To facilitate guidance and
evaluation of the projects by the
experts at institute level and also
provide platform for
commercialization of such
projects.

•

To award and provide support
for approval and publication of
the research work.

•

To develop high-tech facilities
l i k e Fa b L a b . , C o m m o n
Working Space, Design labs,
etc. at higher educational
institutions.

•

To provide technology platform
through academic
programmes, seminars,
workshop/Massive Open
Online Course (MOOC).

•

To d e v e l o p S t a t e L e v e l
Common Resource Centre
and Digital Platform.

Goals
•

To create environment for
creative and innovative thinking.

•

To c o n v e r t a t l e a s t 1 %
graduates intojob creators.

•

Harness 500 student start-ups
in the next 5 years.

•

To le at least 1000 patents from
universities in the state every year.

•

To Support at least 1000
student-led innovations per
year.

•

To build capacity for at least 200
educational institutes in the state
in the next ve years to have a
robust pre-incubation support.

Major Activities
•

To promote Innovation and
Pre-Incubation awareness
amongst students of Higher
education.

Objective
•

Innovation Culture Building:

•

Qualitative Improvement in the
conventional education system.

•

To create conducive environment
to inculcate creative thinking
and problem solving attitude
amongst students.
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HEALTH AWARENESS

Gujarat Runs & Cycles
towards a Healthier and More

Prosperous Future
In the past one month two theme based marathons and one cyclothon were
organized in the state of Gujarat in order to promote an active life style and
generate public awareness on various social issues. The Government of Gujarat
has been extremely supportive of such innovative initiatives and was actively
involved with their successful organization. This is evident from the eagerness
shown by Shri Vijay Rupani, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, to assure his
presence at all the 3 events to encourage the citizens despite his busy schedule
and exigent event timings.
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Cyclothon Ahmedabad – 2017
Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani agged-off Cyclothon
Ahmedabad–2017 on 29th January, 2017 and cheered thousands
of cyclists at Sabarmati riverfront. He encouraged the citizens to turn
towards cycling as it is one of the best exercises for physical tness
which also helps conserve the environment and ease trafc
problems.

Rajkot Marathon Run for
Smart City, Cleanliness
and Trafc Control
The city of Rajkot hosted the Marathon Run for Smart
City, Cleanliness and Trafc Control on 5th February,
2017. The event was agged off by the Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Gujarat Shri Vijay Rupani from the
Racecourse Ground who lauded the people of Rajkot as
the guiding spirit for rising to the occasion in all
circumstances and challenges.
The regular marathons were held for 41km, 21km and
11km, besides that for physically challenged (divyang),
senior citizens and even cancer and hemophilia patients.
A record 63,594 people participated in the Marathon
which was the highest number for India and second
highest for Asia.

Vadodara International
Marathon-2017
Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani and Union
Sports Minister Vijay Goel agged off the ONGC Petro
additions Limited (OPaL) Vadodara International
Marathon-2017 to boost the Swachh Bharat, Digital
India and Cashless India campaigns from Navalakhi
Ground in Vadodara. Over 72,000 people participated
in the marathon. A separate run was also organized for
the physically challenged.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Rupani expressed hope
that there would be one lakh participants for next year's
marathon. He lauded the Vadodara city's initiative to take
innovative decisions and launch innovative events.
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NEWS BYTES

Gujarat Government Hike
in Wages for Fixed Pay
Employees (January 18,
2017)

highway, to make it six lane. Construction cost for
the project is estimated at Rs.2,638 Crore, while
Rs.850 Crore has been earmarked for any
contingencies and land settlements.

The Gujarat government announced a hike in
salaries of 63-124% of its xed pay employees,
under the Guidelines of the Seventh Pay
Commission, from February 1. This will benet over
118,000 government employees across various
government cadres, and will cost the state
government Rs.1,300 Crore.
The Gujarat government announced a salary
increase of 124% for Class 1 and 2 employees, Class
3 employees will see an increase of 90% increase
and Class 4 will see a rise of 63%.

Gujarat Government
Announces New Six Lane
Highway for AhmedabadBamanbor - Rajkot
(January, 24, 2017)
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani announced
that the Gujarat government is investing Rs.3,488
Crore into the Ahmedabad – Bamanbore – Rajkot
January 2017 32

The road which is 201 Km in length, will cover
Bagodara, Limdi, Sayla and Bamanbor, thus helping
in the further development of the Saurashtra region.
The road will be developed on a BOT
(build–operate–transfer) basis, generally utilized for
large infrastructure projects. In this system,
construction and operation is carried out by a private
sector company, before ownership is transferred to
the government.

CM Rupani Inaugurates
New Complex at M.P
Shah Medical College in
Jamnagar (January 29,
2017)
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani inaugurated
a new building of the famous M.P Shah Medical
College at Jamnagar. Founded in 1954, the college
provides the country with over 8,500 M.B.B.S and
over 5,000 specialist doctors.
The new building, inaugurated by CM Rupani, was
developed at a cost of Rs.110 Crore. During the
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CM Rupani launches
state-wide Pulse Polio
Immunization Drive
(January 29, 2017)

Over 1.72 Lakh volunteers have joined this
campaign, and a bivalent oral polio vaccine (bOPV)
will be used for vaccination for the rst time. Polio
drops will be provided to far-ung districts by 82,205
teams, in addition 3549 mobile teams have been
deployed for marine districts, while 3649 transit

inauguration, the Chief Minister interacted with
medical students and talked about how doctors are
working to save lives, and that they are the future of
India. The Chief Minister also talked about how the
Gujarat government will start medical colleges in
remote areas like Dahod, Amreli and Tapi. For this,
the government will contribute Rs. 15 Lakh annually
per city.

teams have been deployed for railway station, bus
station and airports.
In addition to this, CM Rupani also announced the
launch of the Electronic Vaccines Intelligence
Network (eVIN). This is a real-time vaccine tracking
system, which aims to improve effective vaccine
management in Gujarat.
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Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani launched
state-wide Pulse Polio vaccination campaign from a
community centre, at the Ministers' enclave in
Gandhinagar. CM Rupani stated that the Gujarat
government's campaign will provide polio drops to
as many as 84 lakh children below 5 year in a single
day from 34 thousand booths. CM Rupani stated
that Gujarat has not had a single case of Polio in the
last 2 decades and is on route to becoming polio-free.
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