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Dear  readers,

Honourable President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind recently visited Gujarat and 

gave a warm and gripping speech while addressing the Gujarat Legislative Assembly. 

His each and every words made us feel proud and fortunate for belonging to the land of 

Gujarat. In his speech, the President stressed upon the role of people's representatives 

to be of utmost importance in a democracy as it affects the destiny of its people, which I 

accept and truly agree with, both on a personal level and being a representative of 

Gujarat myself. The President also pointed that Gujarat is the best place to celebrate 

‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’, as the pioneers envisioning an Independent India 

belonged to the this region.

There was another key visit to the state by someone who hails from Gujarat and is 

leading India on the path of becoming a Global leader. One can easily guess, he is our 

Pride & Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. He dedicated the Rashtriya Raksha 

University's State-of-the-Art building to the Nation and addressed its 1st Convocation 

ceremony held in Gandhinagar. Various courses on internal security and Policing are 

being run here. His appeal to the young students was something which we all must be 

truly focus upon. Shri Narendra Modi said that, they should always keep the values of 

humanity as an integral part in their growth and should never lose their sense of service 

in their endeavors. 

Our visionary PM Shri Narendra Modi also launched a futuristic Gujarat's Sports 

Policy 2022-27 while inaugurating the 11th edition of Khel Mahakumbh which was 

organized vigorously by Gujarat after a hiatus of two years. Honourable PM addressing 

the youths present at this event at Sardar Patel Stadium, described the success of this 

event as looking at seeds bearing fruits today as the young players from this event have 

outperformed and made India proud at International events like Olympics. This event 

has become bigger with 36 Sports and 26 Para-Sports events with record participation 

of over 55 lakh players in 2022's edition. The new Sports Policy envisions leveraging 

Sports as a vehicle to achieve multi-pronged benefits of improved health and well-

being of the citizens, excellence of sportspersons from Gujarat at a global stage, growth 

of sports manufacturing and sports tourism, in Gujarat.

I can assure that Government of Gujarat is leaving no stone unturned in each and 

every sector, attracting and building investments and opportunities respectively, while 

planning and strategizing for its citizens, keeping the future in consideration. On the 

same line, with a vision of transforming the IT Landscape of Gujarat by becoming one 

of the leading states in terms of World-class IT infrastructure, Government of Gujarat 

has also launched its IT/ITeS Policy (2022-27). Furthermore, Gujarat also launched a 

Bio-Technology Policy recently, acknowledging the growing importance in State for 

the well-being of its citizens. These policy related decisions are evident to the fact that 

Gujarat has been wisely taking planned and result-oriented steps towards holistic 

development. Rather than ad-hoc and short-sighted measures, we are laying 

foundations of a State that leads its citizens on a prosperous and safe path, and is also 

future-proof. 

Jai Jai Garvi Gujarat...
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gave a warm & 

gripping speech in his 

maiden address to Gujarat 

legislative Assembly on 

March 24, 2022. His every 

word made us feel proud to 

be belonging to the land of 

Gujarat. His address even 

made everyone conscious 

and reflect upon their roles 

and responsibilities. 

While addressing the 

members of the Gujarat 

Legislative Assembly, the 

President stressed upon the 

fact that people’s 

representatives play the 

most important role in a 

democracy. The President 

said that, “the members of 

Legislative Assembly are 

representatives of the people 

of their area and the state. 

But more importantly, the 

people consider them to be 

the sculptors of their future. 

The hopes and aspirations of 

millions of people are 

associated with them. The 

efforts to fulfill those desires 

should be paramount for all 

the elected representatives.”

Pointing to the fact that he 

was addressing the 

members of the Gujarat 

Legislative Assembly when 

India is celebrating Azadi ka 
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Amrit Mahotsav, the 

President said that there is 

no better place than Gujarat 

to celebrate this landmark 

event. According to the 

President, people of the 

Gujarat region were pioneers 

in envisioning an 

independent India. “In the 

last decades of the 19th 

century, personalities like 

Dadabhai Naoroji and Feroz 

Shah Mehta raised their 

voices for the rights of 

Indians. That struggle was 

continuously strengthened 

by the people of Gujarat and 

eventually culminated in 

India's independence under 

the guidance of Mahatma 

Gandhi.” The President also 

noted that, “Mahatma 

Gandhi not only provided 

leadership to India's freedom 

struggle but also showed a 

new path, a new way to 

think, and a new philosophy 

to the entire world. Today 

whenever there is any kind of 

violence in the world, the 

importance of Bapu's motto, 

'Ahinsa', is remembered.”

“This land of Mahatma 

Gandhi and Sardar Patel can 

be called the land of 

Satyagraha from where this 

mantra emerged as an 

unfailing weapon against 

colonialism all over the world. 

Sardar Patel helped India 

attain freedom in its unified 

form and strengthened the 

foundation of administration. 

‘The Statue of Unity’ built on 

the banks of Narmada, which 

is the tallest statue in the 

world, is a small gift from a 

grateful nation in his 

memory. His stature in the 

hearts of the people of India 

is even higher than that,” the 

President said in his speech.

The President said that apart 

from politics, Gujarat has also 

played an important role in 

cultural, social and economic 

fields. “Spirituality has had a 

great influence on this land 

of Narsinh Mehta. His hymn 

"Vaishnav jan to tene kahiye, 

je peed parayi jaane re" 

became the song of our 

freedom struggle. It also 

spread the message of 

humanism of Indian culture. 

The President added that, 

“the generosity of the people 

of Gujarat is a major feature 

of Indian culture. People of 

all sects and communities 

have been growing in a 

fraternity in this state since 

ancient times.” 

The President noted that 

Gujarat has also made 

remarkable contributions in 

the field of science in the 

modern era. While Dr. Homi 

Jehangir Bhabha is 

considered the father of the 

Indian nuclear programme, 

Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, the 

founder of the Physical 

Research Laboratory, is 

respected as the pioneer of 

Indian science, especially in 

India's space research. 

The President pointed out 

that after coming into 

existence in 1960, Gujarat has 

been leading on the path of 

development through 

enterprise and innovation. 

He said that the White 

Revolution started on the soil 

of Gujarat, has made 

revolutionary changes in the 

field of nutrition. “Today India 

holds the first place in the 

world in terms of total 

production and 

consumption of milk. The 

milk co-operatives of Gujarat 

have been the harbingers of 

this success.” He mentioned 

that the Government of India 

has recently constituted a 

Union Ministry of 

Cooperatives with the aim of 

spreading the benefits of the 

success of cooperative 

culture in Gujarat 

throughout the country. 

“Gujarat Legislative Assembly 

has taken many 

revolutionary steps for the 

overall development of this 

state. A progressive system 

was established in the field 

of local self-government and 

education by the 

introduction of Gujarat 

Panchayat Bill, 1961, and the 

Gujarat Compulsory 

Elementary Education Act, 

1961 respectively. Gujarat is 

the only state where the 

Gujarat Infrastructure 

Development Act, 1999 was 

passed by the Legislative 

Assembly to encourage 

investment and 

development in 

infrastructure. The Gujarat 

Organic Agricultural 

University Act, 2017 passed 

by this Legislative Assembly 

in the direction of making a 

future-oriented law is also 

noteworthy.” President Shri 

Ram Nath Kovind praised the 

present and previous state 

governments as well as all 

the members of the Gujarat 

Legislative Assembly of 

Gujarat in the history for their 

invaluable contribution in 

the multi-faceted progress of 

Gujarat. 

“For the past few years, the 

Gujarat Model of 

Development is being seen 

as an imitable example that 

can be implemented in any 

region and state of the 

country. The Sabarmati 

Riverfront is an impressive 

example of urban 

transformation. The 

relationship between 

Sabarmati and its residents 

has been given a new 

dimension while keeping the 

environment safe. This can 

be a good example for all the 

other cities of the country 

situated on the river banks. 

The President said it is our 

duty to take meaningful 

steps for the bright future of 

the country while 

remembering our freedom 

fighters so that in the year 

2047 when India will be 

celebrating the centenary of 

its independence, the 

generation of that time will 

feel proud of their country,” 

the President said. He 

expressed confidence that 

the government of India, 

state governments, and the 

citizens of the country would 

continue to move forward on 

the path of development 

together with the aim of 

making India’s centenary 

year a golden age.

President Shri Ram Nath 

Kovind was on a two-day visit 

to Gujarat where he awarded 

INS Valsura in Jamnagar, 

Gujarat with President’s 

Colour. The President’s 

Colour is bestowed on a 

military unit in recognition of 

the exceptional service 

rendered to the nation, both 

in peace and in war.

Landmark EventLandmark Event
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S
omnath! Whenever 

this name is 

mentioned, an image 

of a majestic and divine 

temple builts in our mind 

whose peaks touch the sky 

from the seashore. The 

sounds of saffron flag 

fluttering on the top seems 

to be overturning some 

pages of history in a way 

trying to tell us an ancient 

story. 

India's incredible pilgrimage, 

the epitome of state’s glory, 

Somnath temple is located in 

Prabhas Patan, Gujarat. It 

stands tall at the shore of the 

Arabian ocean on the 

western corner of the Indian 

subcontinent in Gujarat 

State. 

Somnath temple is the first 

among the twelve holy Shiva 

Jyotirlingas in India. This 

pilgrimage is one of the 

oldest and finds its reference 

in the ancient texts like 

Skanda Purana, Shreemad 

Bhagavad, Shiva Purana etc. 

The hymn from Rigveda 

mention the Bhagwan 

Someshwar along with the 

great pilgrimage like Gangaji, 

Yamunaji and Saraswati. This 

signifies the ancient value of 

Somanath.

The temple of Somnath is 

believed to have been built in 

4 phases-in gold by Lord 

Soma, followed by a silver 

temple by Ravana, Bhagwan 

Shri Krishna is believed to 

have built Somnath temple 

with Sandalwood and King 

Bhimadeva built it with 

stone.

It has withstood the six-

repeated desecration by the 

Muslim invaders. The very 

existence of this temple is a 

symbol of the reconstructive 

spirit and cultural unity of 

Indian society. The seventh 

existing temple is built in the 

Kailas Mahameru Prasad 

style. 

The Iron man of India Sardar 

Shri Vallabhbhai Patel is the 

pioneer of the existing 

temple. The temple is 

consisting of Garbhgruh, 

Sabhamandap and 

Nrityamandap with a 150 feet 

high Shikhar. The Kalash at 

the top of the Shikhar weighs 

10 tons and the Dhwajdand is 

27 feet tall and 1 foot in 

circumference.

The Abadhit Samudra Marg, 

Tir-sthambh (Arrow) 

indicates the unobstructed 

sea route to the South Pole. 

The nearest land towards 

South Pole is about 9,936 km 

away. This is a wonderful 

indicator of the ancient 

Indian wisdom of geography 

and strategic location of the 

Jyotirlinga. The temple 

renovated by Maharani 

Ahalyabai is adjacent to the 

main temple complex.

Hari Har Tirthdham is also 

here in Somnath. This is the 
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holy place of Bhagwan Shri 

Krishna's Neejdham 

Prasthan Leela. The place 

where Bhagwan Shri Krishna 

was hit by an arrow of a 

poacher is known as Bhalka 

Tirtha.

Somnath temple has a 

legacy of able and learned 

trustees. At present, under 

the trusteeship of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and 

union home minister Amit 

Shah, the Somnath temple 

pilgrimage is witnessing 

many developments works.

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on January 21, digitally 

unveiled a state-of-the-art 

guest house-circuit house 

built by the Gujarat 

government for Rs 30.55 

crore in the Somnath 

Prabhas area.

On this occasion, Chief 

Minister Bhupendrabhai 

Patel, Navsari MP C. R. Patil 

was virtually present. The 

ceremony was held at 

Somnath's newly 

constructed circuit house in 

the presence of the Minister 

for Road Building and 

Tourism, Yatradham 

Development, Purneshbhai 

Modi, and the Minister of 

State Arvindbhai Raiani with 

Kovid protocol.

Inaugurating the guest 

house in Somnath, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said 

that the cultural heritage of 

the country, including 

Somnath, also represents the 

national unity and our ethos 

like "One India, Best India"-

“Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat”.

He further said that faith and 

cultural places like Somnath 

are its main centers for what 

we want to learn from the 

past through Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav. Under Swadesh 

Darshan Yojana, 12 themed 

tourism circuits are being 

developed in the country.

On this occasion, the Prime 

Minister made it clear that 

there are as many tourist 

destinations in every state of 

our country as there are 

tourist destinations in any 

one country in the world.

Referring to the ancient sites 

in each state, the Prime 

Minister said that the 

Tourism sector has a vital role 

to play in bringing prosperity 

to the country and in 

providing employment 

opportunities to the youth of 

the country.

In this context, the Prime 

Minister said that for the last 

seven years, the country has 

been making relentless 

efforts to realize the 

immense potential of tourist 

destinations. Somnath Trust 

is working tirelessly for the 

convenience of pilgrims in 

Somnath. One development 

after another is taking place 

in Somnath in the last few 

years, with the special grace 

of Somnath Dada.

Referring to the recent 

launch of projects including 

Samudrapath, Exhibition 

Gallery and laying of 

foundation stone of Maa 

Parvati Temple, the Prime 

Minister said that this facility, 

which is being made 

available in Somnath area, 

will become Somnath Center 

in the circuit from Diu, Gir to 

Bat Dwarka.

Pilgrims staying at the circuit 

house built by the Gujarat 

government in Somnath will 

be able to see the waves of 

the sea, as well as the peak of 

the temple of Somnath 

Mahadev. 

The Prime Minister further 

added that the destruction 

of the Somnath temple and 

the subsequent renovation 

by Sardar Patel is a big 

message. The Prime Minister 

also outlined a new vision to 

combine tourism 

development with Vocal for 

Local.

Chief Minister 

Bhupendrabhai Patel, who 

was present on the occasion, 

said that under the 

leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, new facilities 

are being made available in 

the country with the 

restoration of cultural 

heritage.

Expressing his happiness, the 

Chief Minister said that the 

Prime Minister is the 

Chairman of the Somnath 

Temple Trust and under his 

guidance, many works have 

been completed for the 

convenience of the pilgrims 

in Somnath.

The Chief Minister also 

mentioned the 

achievements of the Prasad 

Yojana of the Central 

Government under the 

leadership of the Prime 

Minister and the work done 

under this scheme in the 

state and said that the state 

government is committed to 

the development of tourism 

and pilgrimage places.

It is pertinent to mention 

here that the Prime Minister 

of the country and Chairman 

of Somnath Temple Trust, 

Narendra Modi on the 20th 

of August in the holy month 

of Shravan, inaugurated four 

projects at the holy shrine of 

Somnath Mahadev at a cost 

of over Rs 85 crore. These 

include the Samudradarshan 

Path, the Somnath Exhibition 

Gallery, and the renovation of 

the old Somnath Temple, as 

well as the foundation stone 

for the construction of the 

Parvati Mata Temple.

Union Home Minister and 

Trustee of Somnath Mandir 

Trust Amitabhai Shah, said 

that since Prime Minister 

Narendra Bhai Modi joined 

the Somnath Trust, he has 

made continuous efforts for 

the overall development of 

Somnath, the center of 

millions of devotees.

Recently, Chief Minister 

Bhupendra Patel visited the 

Somnath Trust-run Gaushala 

and Chandanvan in 

Prabhaspatan after the 73rd 

Republic Day celebrations in 

Gir Somnath district.

Somnath Temple Trust has 

decided to plant 11 lakh trees 

in the Gir Somnath district as 

part of environment service 

activities. The Chief Minister 

welcomed the Seva Yajna of 

Somnath Trust and 

congratulated all for this 

inspiring initiative of 

environmental protection. 

The Chief Minister welcomed 

the initiative of Somnath 

Trust and planted trees at 

Gaushala.

It is pertinent to mention 

here that the then Chief 

Minister and the present 

Prime Minister Narendra 

Bhai Modi built the Harihar 

Forest in Somnath a decade 

ago, strengthening Gujarat's 

leading role in environmental 

protection.

On his first visit to Somnath 

after becoming the Chief 

Minister Bhupendra Patel 

also did prayer at Somnath 

Mahadev in Gir Somnath 

district on the eve of 

Republic Day.

The Chief Minister prayed to 

Somnath Mahadev for the 

well-being, prosperity and 

healthy life of the people of 

Gujarat.

The Chief Minister also did 

darshan of Lord Ganesha and 

did Somnath Mahadev's 

Sandhya Aarti. The Chief 

Minister also paid homage to 

at the memorial of Veer 

Shaheed Hamir Singh Gohil.

If there was nobody like 

Sardar Patel, we would 

not have witnessed the 

reconstruction of Shree 

Somnath Temple.

- Shri K. M. Munshi

सौरा�े � सोमनाथ ंच �ीशलै ेम￭�काज�ुनम्।

उ�य�या ंमहाकाल ंओ�कारम् अमल�ेरम्॥

पर�या ंवै�नाथ ंच डािक�या ंभीमश�रम्।

ेसतुेब�ध ेतु रामेश ंनागशे ंदा�कावन॥

वाराण�या ंतु िव�ेश ं�य�बकं गौतमीतटे।

े ेिहमालय तु केदार ंघु�मेश ंच शवालय॥

ं ेएतािन �योत�ल��ािन साय �ातः पठ�रः।

य� गगंा च यमुना च य� �ाची सर�वती।

ेय� सोमे�रो देव�त� माममृत ंकध�ंाय�दो ृ

प�र�व॥

(Rigved, Khil. IX. 113-5)

This mantra informs us 

that there are four 

sacred places in India 

which enable an aspirant 

to attain immortality. 

They are the Ganges, the 

Yamuna, the east-ward 

Sarasvati and the abode 

of the Lord Somnath 

(Prabhas) enable me to 

attain immortality there. 

Oh Moon! Shower nectar 

for Indra! This mantra 

makes it clear that 

Prabhas was well-known 

even in the Vedic days.

- Shri K. M. Munshi
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On the first day of his visit, 

the Prime Minister addressed 

the ‘Gujarat Panchayat 

Mahasammelan’ event 

where more than 50,000 

representatives from the 

three tiers of the Panchayati 

Raj institutions were present.

Rising Women 

Representation

The 73rd amendment in the 

Constitution opened the way 

for women to exercise their 

right to be involved in village 

governance through 33 per 

cent reservation of certain 

seats and key positions 

within the panchayat for 

women. Presence of women 

over the years has helped 

wipe out many social myths 

in the number of villages 

across the country.

The Hon’ble Prime Minister 

has always entrusted women 

with responsibilities and his 

concerted efforts have 

resulted in meaningful 

representation. According to 

the Ministry of Panchayati 

Raj, 21 states today have 

increased the reservation 

from 33 per cent to 50 per 

cent, and Gujarat leads them 

with 52 per cent of women 

representation.

“In Gujarat, the total number 

of women panchayat 

representatives is more than 

male representatives,” Shri 

Narendra Modi said.

Amrit Mahotsav 

Celebrations

Furthermore, the Prime 

Minister advised the 

panchayat members to carry 

out several activities under 

the Amrit Mahotsav, an 

initiative to commemorate 

India’s 75 years of 

Independence. He asked 

them to celebrate school’s 

foundation day, clean 

campus and classes of the 

school. 

“As country is celebrating 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav till 

August 2023, take out 75 

prabhat feri (morning 

processions) in the village 

during this period,” Shri 

Narendra Modi said, while 

suggesting initiatives to the 

assembled panchayat raj 

representatives.

Adding one more 

suggestion, Shri Narendra 

Modi said that there should 

be at least 75 farmers in each 

village who adopt natural 

way of farming, the PM 

insisted. 

“Mother earth should get rid 

of the poison of fertilisers 

and chemicals. To conserve 

rain water, 75 farm ponds 

should be made so that 

underground water level 

rises and it helps in summer 

days,” the Prime Minister 

said.

‘MODI’S GUJARAT, 
GUJARAT’S MODI’: 
PM’S ACTION-PACKED VISIT TO HOME-STATE

Key VisitKey Visit
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“Bapu always talked about 

rural development, self-

reliant villages. Today, as we 

are marking Amrit Mahotsav, 

we must fulfill Bapu’s dream 

of ‘Grameen Vikas’,” Shri 

Narendra Modi said while 

addressing the Gujarat 

Panchayat Mahasammelan.

“Nothing symbolises the strength of Indian democracy more 

than fact of more than one and a half lakh panchayat 

representatives deliberating together,” the PM said.

Whenever Shri Narendra Modi pays a visit to Gujarat, it becomes a festive occasion for 

the people here. During his two-day visit from March 11-12 to his home state drew 

attention from all corners as thousands of people came out just to get a glimpse of 

the man who has changed their lives over the past two decades. Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri 

Bhupendra Patel, who is following the footsteps of the Prime Minister, gave Shri Narendra Modi 

a hearty welcome at the Ahmedabad airport, from where the Prime Minister went on a 

roadshow in an open vehicle. The PM was welcomed with garlands and flower petals.

Achieving Bapu’s Dream of ‘Grameen Vikas’

Shri Narendra Modi has always believed in these words of Mahatma Gandhi that “India lives in 

its villages.” It is thus, his approach towards India’s rural development has always been holistic 

and people-centered. During his tenure as the chief minister of the state, he transformed the 

scenario of rural infrastructure in Gujarat, which was aligned with the pace in economic growth 

of the urban areas. The same model has been adopted by the subsequent government in the 

state under different chief ministers.

By Team ‘the Gujarat’ 
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roadshow in an open vehicle. The PM was welcomed with garlands and flower petals.

Achieving Bapu’s Dream of ‘Grameen Vikas’

Shri Narendra Modi has always believed in these words of Mahatma Gandhi that “India lives in 

its villages.” It is thus, his approach towards India’s rural development has always been holistic 

and people-centered. During his tenure as the chief minister of the state, he transformed the 

scenario of rural infrastructure in Gujarat, which was aligned with the pace in economic growth 
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state under different chief ministers.
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Rashtriya Raksha University

On the second day of his 

visit, Shri Narendra Modi 

dedicated a building of 

Rashtriya Raksha University 

(RRU) to the nation. RRU has 

been set up with a motive to 

meet the need for high 

quality trained manpower in 

various wings of police, 

criminal justice and 

correctional administration. 

While addressing the first 

convocation address, the 

Prime Minister stressed on 

the need to change the 

image of police and security 

personnel.

“Earlier, the scenario was very 

different as the security 

forces had more time to 

prepare, which is no longer 

the case as technology, 

transportation, and 

communication has 

improved significantly. Today 

even police requires essential 

skills like negotiating skills, 

and other soft skills that are 

imperative for them to 

function,” Shri Narendra 

Modi said.

Underlining the importance 

of technology in the security 

and policing work, the Prime 

Minster said: “If criminals are 

using technology, 

technology can be harnessed 

to nab them as well.”

That day (March 12) also 

marked the 92nd anniversary 

of the historic salt march led 

by Mahatma Gandhi from 

Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi. 

Paying tribute to the father 

of the nation, Shri Narendra 

Modi said that, “the 

movement under the 

leadership of Gandhiji 

against the injustice of the 

British had made the British 

government realise the 

collective power of Indians.”

About RRU:

Ÿ Rashtriya Raksha University 

was set up to meet the 

need for high quality 

trained manpower in 

various wings of police, 

criminal justice and 

correctional administration. 

Ÿ Government set up a 

national police university 

named RRU by upgrading 

Raksha Shakti University, 

which was established by 

the government of Gujarat 

in 2010. 

Ÿ The University, which is an 

Institution of National 

Importance, commenced 

its operations from October 

1, 2020. 

Ÿ The University will develop 

synergies with private 

sector by leveraging 

knowledge and resources 

from the industry and 

would also set up centres of 

excellence in various fields 

relating to police and 

security.

Ÿ RRU offers academic 

programmes from diploma 

to doctorate level in various 

areas of internal security 

such as police science and 

management, criminal law 

and justice, cyber 

psychology, information 

technology, artificial 

intelligence and cyber 

security, crime 

investigation, strategic 

languages, internal defence 

and strategies, physical 

education and sports, 

coastal and maritime 

security. 

Ÿ Currently, 822 students 

from 18 states are enrolled 

in these programmes.
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rime Minister Shri 

PNarendra Modi 

inaugurated the 11th 

edition of Khel Mahakumbh, 

an event organized with 

more vigor and planning this 

year, after a hiatus of two 

years. He addressed the 

youths present there, at 

Sardar Patel Stadium in 

Ahmedabad on 12th March 

2022.

PM said that exactly 12 years 

before he had started Khel 

Mahakumbh, in the year 

2010. He related this event 

with an act of sowing seeds 

which has fructified now into 

a banyan tree spreaded over 

the world, as the youth 

players emerging out of the 

Khel Mahakumbh are adding 

to Gujarat & India’s pride at 

International events like 

Asian Games, 

Commonwealth Games & 

Olympic. Meanwhile, PM also 

expressed his confidence 

that India’s youth will 

definitely drive the nation 

further while iterating the 

fact from the recent Tokyo 

Olympics and the Tokyo Para 

Olympics wherein India 

bagged 7 and 19 medals 

respectively. He compared 

this achievement with the 

times wherein India’s identity 

was limited to just one or two 

sports.

Gujarat Chief Minister Shri 

Bhupendra Patel in his 

inaugural address said that, 

“The dream seen by Shri 

Narendrabhai to make sports 

an integral part of Gujarat's 

th
Gujarat Kicks-Off 11  
Khel Mahakumbh 
and launches new Sports Policy
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culture 12 years ago, is 

coming true under his 

guidance and leadership. 

Sports is no longer an 

extracurricular activity, but 

has become a way of life and 

a means of holistic 

development in Gujarat, 

where children and youth are 

now choosing it as a hobby 

as well as a profession.”

Khel Mahakumbh’s success 

can be revealed from the fact 

that this event which started 

with 16 Games & 13 Lakh 

players in the year 2010, have 

been witnessed growing to 

36 Sports & 26 Para-Sports 

with more than 55 Lakh 

participant players in 2022’s 

edition. 

PM at this event guided, that 

a 360-degree Teamwork is 

essential for the sports to 

reach pinnacle of success. 

Stressing on the same, the 

sports budget has been 

increased by 70% in the last 

7-8 years, in India. The 

amount of incentive prizes 

and grants they receive has 

been increased to alleviate 

the player's future worries. 

This has enabled players 

from backward and tribal 

class to come forward in this 

journey. 

Now, a career in sports does 

not only mean being a player 

in a respective sport in India, 

but also in ancillary fields, 

like Coaching, Sports 

Software, Sports 

Management, Sports-

Writing, Training, Nutritionist, 

Physiotherapy, etc. And for 

enabling this, professional 

institutes are being set up in 

the country. The State of 

Gujarat has developed 

Gujarat Sports University, 

which is an excellent place to 

make a career in Sports. Also, 

many centres including 

High-Performance 

Centres(HPCs) & Centres of 

Excellence(CoE), schools and 

colleges dedicated to Sports 

are envisioned in the new 

Sports policy 2022-27 of 

Gujarat. In order to make the 

sports-ecosystem more 

comprehensive in Gujarat, a 

commendable job of setting 

up sports complexes at 

Taluka and District levels has 

also been undertaken by the 

Gujarat Government.

Minister of State for Sports, 

Youth and Cultural Affairs, 

Shri Harsh Sanghavi in his 

welcome address said that, 

“Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Bhai Modi has 

given us an example of the 

power of determination. 

Through self-reliant India 

and a series of projects like 

Make in India, Digital India, 

Startup India, Khelo India 

and Fit India Movement, has 

provided a platform to the 

youth of the country. Also, 

before the year 2002, there 

were only 3 sports complexes 

in Gujarat, the number of 

which has reached 24 today. 

Today there are 44 sports 

schools functioning in the 

state,” he added.

The Prime Minister also 

digitally unveiled Gujarat's 

Sports Policy 2022-27, with a 

Vision of leveraging Sports as 

a vehicle to achieve multi-

pronged benefits of 

improved health & well-

being of the citizens, 

excellence of Sportspersons 

from the State at the Global 

stage, growth of Sports 

manufacturing and Sports 

Tourism, in Gujarat.

Key Highlights from the 

Sports policy:

Ÿ A Unique IT framework to 

be implemented ensuring 

time-bound, paperless and 

transparent governance of 

Sports in the State

Ÿ Existing sporting 

Infrastructure in the state 

will be upgraded as per 

National/International 

standards in a phased 

manner of Hosting Events

Ÿ District Sports Centres will 

be set up in each District of 

the State in a phased 

manner in the next 2 years 

Ÿ Sports Colleges will be set-

up to facilitate the journey 

of Long-Term Athlete 

Development for the 

students passing out of 

Sports Schools

Ÿ 4 New High-Performance 

Centres(HPC) & 8 Centres 

of Excellence(CoE) to come 

up in the State

Ÿ Gujarat to set up India’s 

first para-athelete focused 

HPC

Ÿ Data Analytics Sports 

Science modules to be 

implemented through 

Sports University

Ÿ Carbon Neutral Sports 

Infrastructure and Net 

Zero Sports events to be 

planned

Ÿ A first-of-its-kind Incubator 

for sports sector Startups 

to be set-up in the State

Ÿ PPP will be promoted to 

bring in private sector 

efficiencies and expertise 

in professional 

management of Sporting 

facilities

Ÿ First-of-a-kind coach 

accreditation and coach 

career pathway 

programme

Ÿ Gujarat to set up a unique 

cluster dedicated for 

Sports goods, Equipment 

and Apparel 

Manufacturing

Ÿ Gujarat will become 

leading State in the 

country in terms of 

rewarding sporting 

excellence at 

National/International level  

Ÿ In addition to the 

medalists, the State will 

also reward athletes for 

participation at major 

international sporting 

competitions

Ÿ Insurance & Mediclaim 

Support will be provided to 

benificiaries of Sports 

Schemes in the State

Ÿ Khel Mahakumbh will be 

Asia’s largest grassroots 

sports talent identification 

and development 

programme

Ÿ Planned integration of 

emerging technologies 

such as NFT, Metaverse, 

and Blockchain into Sports 

in Gujarat

Ÿ Yoga to be promoted as a 

Sport across all Schools in 

Gujarat

Ÿ Sports Ambassadors to be 

appointed for promotion of 

Sports

Ÿ Professional and grassroots 

sports leagues will be 

promoted for proliferation 

of sporting spirit

Ÿ No-winner to be left 

behind – Each Khel 

Mahakumbh winner be 

tracked for their 

development journey and 

integrated with the sports 

excellence programme

Ÿ Implementation of a Strict 

Code of Conduct to reduce 

doping violations and 

incidences of Sexual 

harassment

One thing is for sure that 

under Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi’s visionary 

guidance and Chief Minister 

Shri Bhupendra Patel’s 

leadership, Gujarat is all set 

to create a magnitude of 

avenues for further 

development of Sports 

ecosystem in the State. And, 

Sports Authority of Gujarat 

(SAG), being the nodal 

agency for implementing the 

policy initiatives, along with 

institutional support from 

the concerned stakeholders, 

will strive to fulfil the 

sporting needs of all citizens 

in Gujarat, making it a 

regional, national and 

international sports hub in 

the country. 
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The outbreak of coronavirus 

in 2020 negatively impacted 

services and activities in 

every sector including health, 

education, agriculture and 

others. It made a very 

substantial chunk of 

population redundant. The 

lockdowns severely affected 

the marginalised sections of 

the country. Moreover, the 

ripple effects of the ongoing 

Russian-Ukraine conflict 

have become apparent, 

especially on the energy 

prices with the souring rates 

of oil and gas. Due to the 

status quo and impending 

global economic shock 

caused by the war, public 

spending has become all the 

more crucial as it is still not 

certain what actually the 

longterm nature of the crisis’ 

impact would be.

The ₹ 2,43,965 crore budget 

presented for this financial 

year is ₹ 17,000 crore more 

than the previous year. It has 

been planned to address the 

accelerating growth whilst 

focusing on job creation. 

“This budget has many 

schemes for the holistic 

upliftment and 

empowerment of all sections 

of society including farmers, 

seafarers, forest brothers, 

poor and deprived,” Shri 

Bhupendra Patel said.

A Big Push for Education

Demonstrating its 

responsibility towards the 

future of children, ₹34,884 

crore (14 per cent of total 

expenditure) have been 

allocated for the Education, 

Sports, Arts, and Culture 

department. This is a step to 

ensure faster 

implementation of National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

“Under the visionary guidance 

of Shri Narendra Modi, the 

new National Education Policy 

has been framed to empower 

the children and the youth. 

Along with the emphasis on 

research and innovation, skill 

development and 

GUJARAT’s 
BUDGET 
2022-23: 
INVESTING IN STRONG AND 
PROSPEROUS FUTURE FOR ALL

T
he state budget for FY 2022-23 presented in Gujarat Legislative Assembly by Finance 

Minister Shri Kanubhai Desai last month came at a time when the economy is still 

recovering from the slowdown caused by the pandemic. This was the first full budget of 

the Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel’s government promising to cover all the sections of the 

society with the central idea of ‘Bahujan Hitaya Bahujan Sukhaya’ (for the happiness of the 

many, for the welfare of the many).
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employment opportunities, a 

road map has been prepared 

to provide quality and 

uniform education ensuring 

gender parity, inclusivity and 

gross enrollment ratio. More 

focus will be given to ICT-

competence, smart 

classrooms, digital learning, 

infrastructure and 

laboratories,” Shri Kanubhai 

Desai said during his budget 

speech.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,188 crore 

under Mission Schools of 

Excellence scheme has 

been announced. This 

World Bank assisted 

project is planned to 

provide better 

infrastructural facilities and 

quality education to over 

70 lakh students in the 

state.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 937 crore 

has been allocated to carry 

out an intensive drive to 

repair dilapidated 

classrooms and construct 

new class rooms in primary 

and secondary schools. 

According to the finance 

minister, works on 2,500 

classrooms is under 

progress and the aim is to 

construct 10,000 new 

classrooms next year.

Ÿ Schemes such as Anna 

Sangam Yojana, Doodh 

Sanjeevani Yojana and 

Sukhadi Yojana to improve 

and enrich the level of 

nutrition for primary 

school-going tribal 

students and migrant 

workers have received total 

provision of ₹ 1,068 crore. 

This assistance is said to 

provide mid-day meal to 

approximately 50 lakh 

children.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 350 crore 

has been announced to 

provide tuition fee and 

assistance in hostel and 

lodging cost to students 

pursuing courses in higher 

education under 

Mukhyamantri Yuva 

Swavalamban Yojna 

(MYSY).

Ÿ To encourage 

approximately 50 lakh 

students for innovation 

and entrepreneurship, a 

provision of ₹ 300 crore has 

been announced under 

Student Start-up and 

Innovation Policy 2.0. A 

provision of ₹ 60 crore for 

the next year has been 

declared.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 200 crore is 

to be given to provide 

tablets to 23 lakh students 

under NAMO (New 

Avenues of Modern 

Education) Tablet Yojana.

“In order to encourage the 

youth of Gujarat for 

innovation and 

entrepreneurship from the 

concept of Mind to Market, a 

provision of ₹ 300 crore has 

been made in the budget for 

five years and ₹ 60 crore for 

next year,” Shri Bhupendra 

Patel said.

ENERGY AND 

PETROCHEMICALS 
This budget once again 

demonstrates a clear intent 

of the Gujarat government of 

prioritising investments in 

clean energy and sustainable 

development, in line with its 

promises to lead the 

renewable energy sector 

across the country. Gujarat 

has the highest per capita 

consumption of 2,143 units, 

which reflects the 

development that has taken 

place in the state over the 

years. An allocation of 

₹ 15,568 crore (6.4 per cent of 

total expenditure) for the 

Energy and Petrochemicals 

Department has been made.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,400 crore 

for developing 

infrastructural facilities to 

provide power supply 

during daytime instead of 

at night to farmers under 

Kisan Suryoday Yojana has 

been announced.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,046 crore 

to complete the task of 

providing the remaining 

agricultural power 

connections.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 734 crore 

for providing free of cost 

electricity for water works 

to all Gram Panchayats.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 100 crore 

under Revamped 

Distribution Sector 

Scheme for the 

upgradation of 

infrastructural facility and 

smart meters with the 

objective to provide 

sustainable and quality 

power supply to 

consumers. 

HEALTH AND 

FAMILY WELFARE | 

WOMEN AND 

CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT

Public health promotes the 

welfare of the state 

population and ensures its 

security and protects against 

the spread of infectious 

disease. The Gujarat 

government has heavily 

invested in Health and 

Family Welfare, announcing 

total provision of ₹ 12,240 

crore, (5.6 per cent of its total 

expenditure). Women and 

Child Development have also 

received a provision of 

₹ 4,976 crore, a 42 per cent 

jump over the past year.

Ÿ The Mukhymantri 

Amrutam (MA) Yojana has 

got an allocation of ₹ 1,556 

crore. Under this scheme, 

more than 80 lakh families 

of the state have been 

covered for free of cost 

treatment up to ₹ 5 lakh.

Ÿ To strengthen and plug 

critical gaps in health care 

system at the primary level, 

the state government has 

planned ₹ 3,341 crore 

under the 15th Finance 

Commission for the next 

five years. A provision of 

₹ 629 crore for the next 

year has been announced.

Ÿ In order to cater to the 

increasing demand, 

Gujarat government will 

open five new medical 

colleges, besides 31 

colleges that are already in 

operation.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 811 crore 

for the next year under 

Suposhit Mata Swasth Bal 

Yojana to provide one kg 

toor dal, two kg gram, and 

one litre edible oil free of 

cost up to 1,000 days to 

pregnant and lactating 

mothers.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,153 crore 

for nutrition, pre-education 

and other facilities of 

children under Anganwadi 

Programme.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,059 crore 

for door-to-door Sukhdi (a 

local sweet) distribution to 

children in the age group 

of 3-6 and to provide “take 

home ration” to adolescent 

girls and pregnant, 

lactating mothers.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 365 crore 

for PURNA (Prevention of 

Under-Nutrition and 

Reduction of Nutritional 

Anaemia) Yojana which 

provides supplementary 

nutrition and health 

education to girls in the 

age group of 11-18.

“Health care and nutrition at 

every stage of life is 

necessary for a healthy 

future generation. I propose 

Suposhit Mata Swasth Bal 

Yojana with an outlay of 

₹ 4,000 crores for the next 

five years to make available 

protein, fats and micro-

nutrients in the diet of 

pregnant women and 

lactating mothers for 1000 

days. Under the scheme it is 

proposed to give monthly 

supply of one kg pigeon pea 

(toor dal), two kg gram, and 

one kg edible oil free of cost,” 

Shri Kanubhai Desai said.

ROADS AND 

BUILDINGS

Gujarat’s infrastructure 

thrust has continued this 

year as well where an 

allocation of ₹ 12,024 crore (5 
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employment opportunities, a 

road map has been prepared 

to provide quality and 

uniform education ensuring 

gender parity, inclusivity and 

gross enrollment ratio. More 

focus will be given to ICT-

competence, smart 

classrooms, digital learning, 

infrastructure and 

laboratories,” Shri Kanubhai 

Desai said during his budget 

speech.
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assistance in hostel and 
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pursuing courses in higher 

education under 

Mukhyamantri Yuva 

Swavalamban Yojna 

(MYSY).

Ÿ To encourage 

approximately 50 lakh 

students for innovation 

and entrepreneurship, a 

provision of ₹ 300 crore has 

been announced under 

Student Start-up and 

Innovation Policy 2.0. A 
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the next year has been 

declared.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 200 crore is 

to be given to provide 

tablets to 23 lakh students 

under NAMO (New 

Avenues of Modern 

Education) Tablet Yojana.

“In order to encourage the 

youth of Gujarat for 

innovation and 
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concept of Mind to Market, a 

provision of ₹ 300 crore has 

been made in the budget for 

five years and ₹ 60 crore for 

next year,” Shri Bhupendra 

Patel said.
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promises to lead the 

renewable energy sector 
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total expenditure) for the 
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Department has been made.
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for developing 

infrastructural facilities to 

provide power supply 

during daytime instead of 

at night to farmers under 
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been announced.
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to complete the task of 

providing the remaining 
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connections.
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for providing free of cost 

electricity for water works 

to all Gram Panchayats.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 100 crore 

under Revamped 

Distribution Sector 

Scheme for the 

upgradation of 

infrastructural facility and 

smart meters with the 

objective to provide 

sustainable and quality 

power supply to 

consumers. 

HEALTH AND 
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crore, (5.6 per cent of its total 

expenditure). Women and 

Child Development have also 

received a provision of 

₹ 4,976 crore, a 42 per cent 

jump over the past year.

Ÿ The Mukhymantri 

Amrutam (MA) Yojana has 

got an allocation of ₹ 1,556 

crore. Under this scheme, 

more than 80 lakh families 

of the state have been 

covered for free of cost 

treatment up to ₹ 5 lakh.

Ÿ To strengthen and plug 

critical gaps in health care 

system at the primary level, 

the state government has 

planned ₹ 3,341 crore 

under the 15th Finance 

Commission for the next 

five years. A provision of 

₹ 629 crore for the next 

year has been announced.

Ÿ In order to cater to the 

increasing demand, 
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open five new medical 

colleges, besides 31 

colleges that are already in 

operation.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 811 crore 

for the next year under 

Suposhit Mata Swasth Bal 

Yojana to provide one kg 

toor dal, two kg gram, and 

one litre edible oil free of 

cost up to 1,000 days to 

pregnant and lactating 

mothers.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,153 crore 

for nutrition, pre-education 

and other facilities of 

children under Anganwadi 

Programme.
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for door-to-door Sukhdi (a 

local sweet) distribution to 

children in the age group 

of 3-6 and to provide “take 

home ration” to adolescent 

girls and pregnant, 

lactating mothers.
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for PURNA (Prevention of 

Under-Nutrition and 

Reduction of Nutritional 

Anaemia) Yojana which 

provides supplementary 

nutrition and health 

education to girls in the 

age group of 11-18.

“Health care and nutrition at 

every stage of life is 

necessary for a healthy 

future generation. I propose 

Suposhit Mata Swasth Bal 

Yojana with an outlay of 

₹ 4,000 crores for the next 

five years to make available 

protein, fats and micro-

nutrients in the diet of 

pregnant women and 

lactating mothers for 1000 

days. Under the scheme it is 

proposed to give monthly 

supply of one kg pigeon pea 

(toor dal), two kg gram, and 

one kg edible oil free of cost,” 

Shri Kanubhai Desai said.

ROADS AND 

BUILDINGS

Gujarat’s infrastructure 

thrust has continued this 

year as well where an 

allocation of ₹ 12,024 crore (5 
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per cent of total expenditure) 

has been made. The 

provision here includes 

expansion of several 

highways that connect 

megacities, ports, industrial 

areas, tourist and pilgrimage 

destinations. At present, 

works are underway to 

construct 23,000 different 

roads.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 3,350 crore 

has been done for building 

a six lane Ahmedabad-

Bagodara-Rajkot highway.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 2801 crore 

for building a four lane on 

total 830 km length. 

Ÿ The allocation of ₹ 2,208 

crore has been announced 

for Pradhan Mantri Gram 

Sadak Yojana and Mukhya 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

aimed to connect villages 

with 6,250 km new rural 

roads. 

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 4,100 crore 

to construct 78 bridges 

over railway crossing 

located on Dedicated 

Freight Corridor (DFC) 

route as well as other 

railway crossings.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 5,000 crore 

has been declared to 

construct 100 bridges over 

railway crossing with more 

than one lakh Train Vehicle 

Unit (TVU).

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,870 crore 

towards equity 

contribution for 

Ahmedabad-Mumbai 

bullet train, which is an 

ambitious plan under PM 

Gati Shakti.

WATER 

RESOURCES | 

WATER SUPPLY

Keeping in view the principle 

of ‘Per Drop More Crop’, the 

state government has kept a 

provision of ₹ 5,339 crore for 

Water Resources Division. 

While the state is committed 

to provide clean drinking 

water to all the villages under 

Nal Se Jal Yojana — the 

initiative with which the 

Gujarat government has 

already connected 93 per 

cent of the state. To 

complete this project along 

with ensuring underground 

drainage systems in urban 

areas and treating sewage 

water for recycling, Gujarat 

has made a provision of 

₹ 5,451 crore towards water 

supply division.

Ÿ For Saurashtra-Narmada 

Avataran Irrigation Yojana 

(SAUNI Yojana), a 

multipurpose project 

aimed to solve water-

related problems of 

parched Saurashtra region, 

the amount of ₹ 710 crore 

has been allocated. Works 

of 24 packages involving 

total length of 1,371 km 

have been completed and 

works of seven packages 

involving 1,150 km long 

pipeline are under 

progress.

Ÿ The project that envisages 

lifting Narmada water from 

Tappar dam and pumping 

it to around 100 reservoirs 

of Kutch by digging seven 

link canals has received a 

provision of ₹ 272 crore. 

Earlier, in-principle 

approval towards this 

scheme that will benefit 

the farmers of Kutch has 

already been given at the 

cost of ₹ 4,369 crore.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 93 crore 

has been announced 

towards Narmada based 

Kasara-Dantiwada pipeline 

to be completed at an 

estimated cost of ₹ 1,600 

crore under Sujalam 

Sufalam Yojana. This will 

benefit the supplementary 

irrigation of Patan and 

Banaskantha districts.

Ÿ For the under-construction 

barrage on Narmada River, 

a provision of ₹ 1,240 crore 

has been done. This 

suggests government’s 

efforts to build a reservoir 

and prevent the tidal 

salinity ingress and soil 

erosion.

Ÿ Narmada Project has 

received a provision of 

₹ 6,090 crore this year.

Ÿ Jal Jeevan Mission has 

been allocated a budget of 

₹ 5,540 crore, which 

includes ₹ 2,500 crore from 

the Centre and ₹ 3,040 

crore from the state 

government. 

Ÿ Gujarat has made 

remarkable progress in 

micro-irrigation initiative, 

where 13 lakh farmers have 

been benefited by putting 

in place micro-irrigation in 

approximately 21 lakh 

hectare (ha) area. A 

provision of ₹ 500 crore for 

expanding the scope of 

this scheme in additional 

one lakh ha area has been 

announced for the next 

year.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 500 crore 

has been done toward the 

works for laying long bulk 

pipeline from Bhavnagar, 

Gir-Somnath, Amreli, 

Botad, Junagadh, Rajkot 

and Porbandar to 

strengthen the drinking 

water facility in the 

Saurashtra region.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 400 crore 

for installing desalination 

plants of 27 crore litre (270 

MLD) capacity at four 

different places to provide 

water security to the 

remote coastal villages of 

Saurashtra and Kutch 

regions.

AGRICULTURE, 

FARMERS’ 

WELFARE AND 

CO-OPERATION

Gujarat government is 

according high priority to the 

welfare of farmers and has 

implemented several 

farmers’ welfare scheme to 

raise their economic 

conditions. In this budget, a 

provision of ₹ 7,737 crore for 

Agriculture, Farmers’ Welfare 

and Cooperation 

department has been 

announced that will promote 

the chemical-free farming, 

and intensify agriculture 

research in the state.

“Keeping the welfare of 

farmers in focus, the scheme 

to provide subvention of 

₹ 6,000 per year to every 

farmer household under 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Samman Nidhi has been 

implemented. Under this 

scheme, approximately 61 

lakh farmers in Gujarat have 

received ₹ 10,000 crore in 

their bank accounts through 

direct transfer of payment,” 

Shri Kanubhai Desai said.

Ÿ A subsidy of ₹ 8,300 crore 

to make electricity 

connections available to 

the farmers. All the 

pending applications for 

power connection will be 

cleared before the Amrit 

Mahotsav of Independence 

to provide power 

connections to farmers.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 2,310 crore 

for various crop husbandry 

schemes has been 

declared. 

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 260 crore 

to provide subvention in 

purchasing tractors and 

various farm machineries 

under the mechanisation 

of agriculture.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 231 crore 

for various projects related 

to agriculture and allied 

sectors under Rashtriya 

Krishi Vikas Yojana.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 213 crore 

for maintenance of cows 

for those farmers who are 

engaged in natural 

farming entirely based on 

cows.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 757 crore 

to intensify Agricultural 
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per cent of total expenditure) 

has been made. The 

provision here includes 

expansion of several 

highways that connect 

megacities, ports, industrial 

areas, tourist and pilgrimage 

destinations. At present, 

works are underway to 

construct 23,000 different 

roads.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 3,350 crore 

has been done for building 

a six lane Ahmedabad-

Bagodara-Rajkot highway.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 2801 crore 

for building a four lane on 

total 830 km length. 

Ÿ The allocation of ₹ 2,208 

crore has been announced 

for Pradhan Mantri Gram 

Sadak Yojana and Mukhya 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

aimed to connect villages 

with 6,250 km new rural 

roads. 

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 4,100 crore 

to construct 78 bridges 

over railway crossing 

located on Dedicated 

Freight Corridor (DFC) 

route as well as other 

railway crossings.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 5,000 crore 

has been declared to 

construct 100 bridges over 

railway crossing with more 

than one lakh Train Vehicle 

Unit (TVU).

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,870 crore 

towards equity 

contribution for 

Ahmedabad-Mumbai 

bullet train, which is an 

ambitious plan under PM 

Gati Shakti.

WATER 

RESOURCES | 

WATER SUPPLY

Keeping in view the principle 

of ‘Per Drop More Crop’, the 

state government has kept a 

provision of ₹ 5,339 crore for 

Water Resources Division. 

While the state is committed 

to provide clean drinking 

water to all the villages under 

Nal Se Jal Yojana — the 

initiative with which the 

Gujarat government has 

already connected 93 per 

cent of the state. To 

complete this project along 

with ensuring underground 

drainage systems in urban 

areas and treating sewage 

water for recycling, Gujarat 

has made a provision of 

₹ 5,451 crore towards water 

supply division.

Ÿ For Saurashtra-Narmada 

Avataran Irrigation Yojana 

(SAUNI Yojana), a 

multipurpose project 

aimed to solve water-

related problems of 

parched Saurashtra region, 

the amount of ₹ 710 crore 

has been allocated. Works 

of 24 packages involving 

total length of 1,371 km 

have been completed and 

works of seven packages 

involving 1,150 km long 

pipeline are under 

progress.

Ÿ The project that envisages 

lifting Narmada water from 

Tappar dam and pumping 

it to around 100 reservoirs 

of Kutch by digging seven 

link canals has received a 

provision of ₹ 272 crore. 

Earlier, in-principle 

approval towards this 

scheme that will benefit 

the farmers of Kutch has 

already been given at the 

cost of ₹ 4,369 crore.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 93 crore 

has been announced 

towards Narmada based 

Kasara-Dantiwada pipeline 

to be completed at an 

estimated cost of ₹ 1,600 

crore under Sujalam 

Sufalam Yojana. This will 

benefit the supplementary 

irrigation of Patan and 

Banaskantha districts.

Ÿ For the under-construction 

barrage on Narmada River, 

a provision of ₹ 1,240 crore 

has been done. This 

suggests government’s 

efforts to build a reservoir 

and prevent the tidal 

salinity ingress and soil 

erosion.

Ÿ Narmada Project has 

received a provision of 

₹ 6,090 crore this year.

Ÿ Jal Jeevan Mission has 

been allocated a budget of 

₹ 5,540 crore, which 

includes ₹ 2,500 crore from 

the Centre and ₹ 3,040 

crore from the state 

government. 

Ÿ Gujarat has made 

remarkable progress in 

micro-irrigation initiative, 

where 13 lakh farmers have 

been benefited by putting 

in place micro-irrigation in 

approximately 21 lakh 

hectare (ha) area. A 

provision of ₹ 500 crore for 

expanding the scope of 

this scheme in additional 

one lakh ha area has been 

announced for the next 

year.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 500 crore 

has been done toward the 

works for laying long bulk 

pipeline from Bhavnagar, 

Gir-Somnath, Amreli, 

Botad, Junagadh, Rajkot 

and Porbandar to 

strengthen the drinking 

water facility in the 

Saurashtra region.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 400 crore 

for installing desalination 

plants of 27 crore litre (270 

MLD) capacity at four 

different places to provide 

water security to the 

remote coastal villages of 

Saurashtra and Kutch 

regions.

AGRICULTURE, 

FARMERS’ 

WELFARE AND 

CO-OPERATION

Gujarat government is 

according high priority to the 

welfare of farmers and has 

implemented several 

farmers’ welfare scheme to 

raise their economic 

conditions. In this budget, a 

provision of ₹ 7,737 crore for 

Agriculture, Farmers’ Welfare 

and Cooperation 

department has been 

announced that will promote 

the chemical-free farming, 

and intensify agriculture 

research in the state.

“Keeping the welfare of 

farmers in focus, the scheme 

to provide subvention of 

₹ 6,000 per year to every 

farmer household under 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Samman Nidhi has been 

implemented. Under this 

scheme, approximately 61 

lakh farmers in Gujarat have 

received ₹ 10,000 crore in 

their bank accounts through 

direct transfer of payment,” 

Shri Kanubhai Desai said.

Ÿ A subsidy of ₹ 8,300 crore 

to make electricity 

connections available to 

the farmers. All the 

pending applications for 

power connection will be 

cleared before the Amrit 

Mahotsav of Independence 

to provide power 

connections to farmers.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 2,310 crore 

for various crop husbandry 

schemes has been 

declared. 

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 260 crore 

to provide subvention in 

purchasing tractors and 

various farm machineries 

under the mechanisation 

of agriculture.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 231 crore 

for various projects related 

to agriculture and allied 

sectors under Rashtriya 

Krishi Vikas Yojana.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 213 crore 

for maintenance of cows 

for those farmers who are 

engaged in natural 

farming entirely based on 

cows.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 757 crore 
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Research and Education 

Programmes under 

agricultural universities.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 500 crore 

to Gaushala, Panjrapole 

and Trust managed 

institutions for 

preservation of cow and 

infrastructural facilities in 

Mukhyamantri Gau Mata 

Poshan Yojana.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 880 crore 

for Fisheries Division.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1250 crore 

for the scheme to provide 

interest relief to farmers for 

kharif and rabi crops.

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

AND 

EMPOWERMENT

A provision of ₹ 4,782 crore 

for the Social Justice and 

Empowerment Department, 

which handles welfare 

schemes for the scheduled 

castes, and schemes for 

senior citizens, among 

others.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 977 crore 

has been announced for 

Niradhar Vrudhdh Pension 

Yojana. Under this scheme, 

a monthly pension paid to 

beneficiaries of 60 to 80 

years of age will be raised 

to ₹ 1,000 (from ₹ 750). The 

monthly pension for 

beneficiaries above 80 will 

be raise to ₹ 1,250 (from 

₹ 1,000). Approximately 11 

lakh beneficiaries will be 

benefited directly from this 

scheme.

Ÿ The monthly pension for 

the beneficiaries of 

Rashtriya Divyang Pension 

Yojana and Sant Surdas 

Divyang Pension Yojana 

will be increased from 

₹ 600 to ₹ 1,000 - a 

provision of ₹ 35 crore has 

been allocated for this 

scheme.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 374 crore 

has been announced as a 

financial assistance to 

approximately 36 lakh 

students of schedule castes, 

developing castes, minority 

communities, economically 

backward classes studying 

in primary schools. These 

students will now receive 

an aid of ₹ 900 each.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 205 crore 

for Ambedkar Awas Yojana 

and Pandit Deen Dayal 

Awas Yojana has been 

declared. 

Ÿ To encourage the students 

belonging to schedule 

castes and developing 

castes who are pursuing 

PhD, the assistance 

amount has been 

increased from ₹ 30,000 to 

₹ 1 lakh.

TRIBAL 

DEVELOPMENT

Total provision of ₹ 2,909 

crore has been allocated for 

the Tribal Development 

Department that works 

towards improving the 

quality of life of scheduled 

tribes by increasing and 

ensuring their access to 

education, health care and 

income generation.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 100 crore 

to erect new mobile towers 

in tribal areas during the 

next two years.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 209 crore 

to provide residential 

school education to 

approximately 46,000 

students of total 177 

schools including Model 

Residential Schools, 

E.M.R.S and G.L.R.S.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 503 crore 

to increase the monthly 

sustenance allowance paid 

to approximately 1,43,000 

tribal students lodging in 

grant in aid hostels and 

Ashramshalas from ₹ 1,500 

to ₹ 2,160.

PANCHAYAT, 

RURAL HOUSING 

AND RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT

Gram Panchayats play a key 

role in the overall 

development of the villages 

and providing the people 

with all the basic services 

that include health, drinking 

water, sanitation, etc. A 

provision of ₹ 9,048 crore for 

the Panchayat, Rural 

Housing and Rural 

Development Department 

has been announced by the 

finance minister.

Ÿ An amount of ₹ 15,650 crore 

is to be received to provide 

assistance to Gram 

Panchayats under 15th 

Finance Commission. Out 

of this, a provision of ₹ 2,446 

crores for the next year.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 933 crore 

for the herculean task of 

constructing 4 lakh new 

houses in the next two 

years under Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana 

(Gramin) to achieve the 

goal of “a house for all” by 

2024.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 900 crores 

under Mahatma Gandhi 

Rashtriya Gramin Rojgar 

Yojana.

“Work is in progress to 

provide digital connectivity 

to villages under BharatNet 

project. By making better 

connectivity available at the 

rural level, e-gram Yojana will 

be strengthened to ensure 

benefits of government 

schemes like 108 ambulance 

service, government 

schematic benefits, online 

banking services, online 

application for job-contract, 

online education, 

e-commerce etc to all,” Shri 

Kanubhai Desai said.

URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT

A provision of ₹ 14,297 crore 

for the Urban Development 

and Urban Housing 

Department has been 

announced. This will open 

doors for numerous new 

generation urban 

development strategies like 

modernisation of building, 

town-planning schemes, 

promoting public 

transportation use, and 

circular economy 

infrastructure in Gujarat. 

Ÿ  A provision of ₹ 5,203 crore 

for municipalities, 

municipal corporations 

and urban development 

authorities of the state 

under Swarnim Jayanti 

Mukhymantri Shehari 

Vikas Yojana.

Ÿ Planning of estimated 

₹ 6,500 crore has been 

made under the 15th 

Finance Commission for 

local development works in 

the next five years. A 

provision of ₹ 1,062 crore 

for the next year.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 722 crore 

to provide services of 

metro rail and metrolite in 

the municipal corporations 

of the state.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 700 crore 

for Ahmedabad, Surat, 

Rajkot, Vadodara and 

Gandhinagar Municipal 

Corporations and Dahod 

Municipality under the 

Smart City Mission.

Ÿ The World Bank aided 

project of ₹ 1,991 crore for 

developing the area along 

the bank of the Tapi river in 

Surat has been approved.

Ÿ The Asian Development 

Bank aided project of 

₹ 1,900 crore for 

infrastructural facilities in 

AUDA area has been 

approved.
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LAW AND ORDER

Modernisation of police 

forces in terms of weaponry, 

communication, equipment, 

mobility, training and other 

infrastructure has become of 

utmost importance for 

governments across the 

globe. To protect the citizens 

and create a fear-free 

atmosphere, a provision of 

₹ 8,325 crore for the Home 

Department has been made.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 183 crore 

for purchasing 2,256 

vehicles for police 

patrolling and 

maintenance of law and 

order.

Ÿ More than 48,000 houses 

have been constructed for 

the police department. 

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 861 crore 

for construction of 

residential and non-

residential buildings.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 158 crore 

for the construction of the 

district jails, sub jails and 

staff quarters.

INDUSTRIES AND 

MINES
The Industries and Mines 

Department plays a key role 

in effective and economic 

industrial development and 

focuses on the possibilities to 

develop fast growth in small 

medium and large-scale 

industries. Keeping this in 

mind, ₹ 7,030 crore has been 

allocated.

Ÿ Planning to establish a 

textile park equipped with 

modern facility at Vansi-

Borsi district, Navsari to 

generate large-scale 

employment opportunities 

under PM MITRA scheme 

of the Central Government.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,450 crore 

for strengthening the 

special sectors from 

among the textile value 

change.

Ÿ A provision of ₹ 1,360 crore 

to provide assistance under 

the scheme of financial 

assistance to industries for 

comprehensive 

development of MSMEs 

and promote 

competitiveness.

Ÿ It has been planned to 

setup a corpus of ₹ 1,000 

crore under start-up 

venture finance scheme to 

encourage new 

entrepreneurs and 

strengthen the start-up 

ecosystem in the state. For 

this, a provision of ₹ 200 

crore has been allocated 

for the next year.

Ÿ Deep sea pipeline will be 

laid in Sarigaam, Vapi, 

Surat and Ankleshwar for 

disposal of treated water. A 

provision of ₹ 480 crore 

has been allocated for this 

purpose.

Budget for all

In a way, any budget is a 

financial mirror of a 

government’s policies. 

Gujarat’s budget is inclusive 

enough and in line with the 

needs of every sector and 

every section of the society. 

To ensure economic recovery 

affected due to pandemic, the 

state government hasn’t 

imposed any new tax burden 

on its public. The existing tax 

rates have also been retained 

and a complete waiver on 

professional tax has been 

announced on the middle 

class who earn up to ₹ 12,000 

per month. So, this pro-people 

budget has something for 

everyone in it.
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A
nnouncement of 

new IT and Biotech 

policies to facilitate 

innovation and enhance 

Gujarat’s policy driven 

ecosystem.

INFORMATION & 

TECHNOLOGY (IT) sector has 

become the cornerstone of 

India’s GDP and the industry 

expects large chunk of 

contribution from this sector 

in future.  As of 2020, IT 

accounts for 8 per cent of 

India’s GDP and is forecasted 

to increase to double digits by 

2025. The Economic Survey 

2021-22 tabled by Union 

Minister of Finance and 

Corporate Affairs, Smt 

Nirmala Sitharaman 

reaffirmed that FY22 has 

been a watershed year for the 

tech industry with services 

sector growing by 10.8 per 

cent Year-on-Year (YoY) in the 

first half of 2021-22.

Besides IT, India in the past 

two years has also witnessed 

an expansion in the biotech 

industry. Intersection of 

technology with biology has 

also gained momentum as 

its market size expanded to 

$70.2 billion, a jump of 12.3 

per cent from the previous 

year. The country is among 

the top 12 destinations for 

biotechnology globally, and 

3rd largest biotechnology 

destination in the Asia 

Pacific region. Adoption of 

biotech has led to the 

solutions of severe 

challenges including health, 

food, and environment. So in 

a way, this sector too is 

poised for growth as its 

contribution to GDP surged 

to 2.7 per cent (2019: 1.7 per 

cent) in 2020.

“Biotechnology has made 

significant contributions in 

solving new-age problems, 

especially in the field of 

health and agriculture. The 

science-driven industry has 

been instrumental in 

understanding and fighting 

the global COVID-19 

pandemic. It was due to 

biotechnology that we got 

effective rapid antigen tests, 

RT-PCR tests, vaccines, etc,” 

Shri Bhupendra Patel, Chief 

Minister of Gujarat said while 

unveiling the new Biotech 

policy. 

Filling technology gaps

Being one of the top 

contributors in the national 

economy, Gujarat is credited 

as a leading industrial state 

with its conducive business 

ecosystem. However, the 

state missed the train when 

IT sector was embarking 

upon on a new 

transformation journey. To 

gain the lost ground, the 

state government has 

launched its new IT/ITeS 

Policy which will buttress the 

development of IT 

infrastructure and play a key 

role in generating 

employment, and economic 

growth.

Considering the fact that 

recovery post COVID-19 

pandemic will have radical 

changes in the business 

landscape and digitalisation 

will play a major part in the 

future of work, the state has 

made arrangements 

accordingly. The supply 

shock erupted from the 

major economies has forced 

the global investors to look 

for an alternative, and India 

seemingly fits in that 

situation for several reasons.

While India’s capability in the 

biotech sector has got the 

global recognition, its high 

time to connect the lab 

ecosystem to the industry to 

further advocate the 

transformation. Gujarat 

government is willing to 

back the mid-stage Indian 

start-ups and help build 

indigenous capability in the 

biotech field.

Salient Features of 

New IT/ITes Policy

1. A unique concept of 

CAPEX-OPEX model has 

been used:

A) The policy envisions 

CAPEX support of 25% up 

to ₹50 crore for normal 

GETTING 'FUTURE-
READY' THROUGH NEW 
IT & BIOTECH POLICIES

PoliciesPolicies
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Salient Features of Biotechnology Policy

• Gujarat will become one of the leading states in 

biotechnology industry

• Encourage the fields of bioplastics, gene 

splicing, and stem cell therapy

• Capital investment of over T20,000 crore is 

expected in the industrial sector

• Innovative CAPEX and OPEX model will provide 

assistance to special projects up to 25% of the 

total capital expenditure up to a maximum of 

T200 crore, and up to 15% of the total operating 

cost up to a maximum of T25 crore per annum

• Assistance at an interest rate of 7% on term-

loans, with an annual ceiling of T20 crore

• The ecosystem will be further strengthened by 

providing support to the special projects such 

as pre-clinical testing, genome sequencing in 

private sector, plug and play facilities, private 

sector BSL-3 lab-vaccine development and 

manufacturing and testing and certification 

laboratories.

• Assistance will be provided to more than 500 

industries

• Over 1 lakh 20 thousand new employment 

opportunities are expected to be created

• 100% reimbursement on electricity duty

• 100% EPF assistance to the female employees 

to promote women empowerment

• State government is committed to make 

Gujarat a destination of choice for new 

investments

By Team ‘the Gujarat’ 
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projects and ₹200 crore 

for mega projects.

B) Under the OPEX model 

the government will 

provide support of 15% up 

to ₹20 crore per year for 

normal projects and ₹40 

crore per year for mega 

projects

2. In an effort to boost the 

IT employment, the 

Gujarat government has 

envisaged two special 

incentives in the Policy:

A) Employment Generation 

Incentive (EGI) up to 

₹60,000 per employee

B) Up to 100% 

reimbursement of 

employer’s EPF 

contribution through the 

Atmanirbhar Gujarat 

Rojgar Sahay

3.  Assistance for Interest 

repayment @7% on term 

loan up to ₹5 crore.

4. 100% reimbursement of 

Electricity Duty to all 

eligible IT/ITeS units.

5.  Establishment of the 

Gujarat AI School / AI 

Centre of Excellence with 

the objective to become 

the foremost source of 

Industry ready skilled 

talent for the IT Industry.

6. Financial support up to 

₹50,000 per person 

through Direct Benefit 

Transfer (DBT) to the 

graduate students and 

working professionals for 

skill development.

7.  Large-scale Information, 

Education and 

Communication (IEC) 

programmes targeting 

school children and 

general public for 

improving digital literacy 

and enhancing 

awareness of Information 

Technology.

8.  Incentivising the 

development of IT 

Cities/Townships with 

CAPEX support up to 

₹100 crore and 

relaxations in regulatory 

& FCI norms.

9. Facilitate the creation of 

world class co-working 

spaces to enable any IT 

company to fast track 

their IT operations in the 

state.

10. Rental subsidy @50% up 

to ₹10,000 per seat per 

month to IT companies 

setting up under the 

government facilitated 

infrastructure scheme.

11. Recognising the 

importance of cloud 

technology, the 

government has 

undertaken substantive 

steps towards 

improvement of cloud 

infrastructure:

A) Data Centre: CAPEX 

support of 25% up to 

₹150 crore and Power 

tariff subsidy of ₹1/unit 

for a period of 5 years

B) Cable Landing Station 

(CLS): CAPEX support of 

25% up to ₹20 crore and 

Power tariff subsidy of 

₹1/unit for a period of 5 

years.

Focusing on IT exports

Under Shri Bhupendra Patel, 

the state government is 

visibly and constantly on 

move. His visionary 

leadership has been the 

hallmark of his 

administration, and the new 

IT/ITeS and biotech policies 

reinforces the CM’s forward-

looking approach. The 

policies will help lay a solid 

foundation for growth of 

both the industries in future 

by strategically formalising 

their spread in every part of 

the state.

India’s services sector was hit 

by pandemic, but the 

buoyant exports demand 

boded well for the country. 

Software accounts for 48.5 

per cent of services sector’s 

share, which showed 

resilience during the 

pandemic attributed to the 

higher demand for digital 

support, cloud services and 

infrastructure 

modernisation, according to 

Economic Survey 2021-22.

Gujarat government is trying 

to replicate this success in IT 

sector at the state level by 

merely acting as a catalyst 

and enabling the 

stakeholders to build the 

cutting-edge technology. 

State government has set an 

ambitious target to increase 

its IT exports by over 8-fold to 

₹25,000 crore in the next five 

years.

Proposed actions

Transforming the state into 

an IT hub along with 

generating sufficient jobs is 

the bedrock of both the 

policies. Incentivising would 

be essential at the earlier 

stages, but let us focus on 

how the state will endow the 

much-needed skills to the 

yearning job seekers and to 

those who want to reskill 

according to the demand of 

the time. The state will adopt 

a three-pronged approach to 

accomplish its goals.

“I strongly believe that IT 

policy will help us 

contribute significantly to 

one of the eight dreams of 

Prime Minister, Narendra 

Modi - Berozgari se mukt, 

Rozgari se yukt,” the Chief 

Minister said.

Firstly, the state will be 

partnering with IT industry 

leaders and premiere 

institutions to establish an 

advanced centre of learning. 

Subjects like AI are complex 

and to institute their training 

programmes requires 

adequate knowledge of it. 

Approaching the top 

institutions can help the 

state in properly assessing 

the available resources in 

order to further equip the 

educators. So, the 

experienced institution, 

proficient in technology can 

provide a view of modern 

pedagogy, and enable 

students to be future-ready.

Secondly, the government 

will upskill the workforce 

helping them learn 

additional skills to be better 

equipped at the current job. 

In the age if automation, 

learning new digital skills can 

give people the confidence 

and build a strong workforce. 

Government will provide a 

financial support of ₹50,000 

or 50% of fee, whichever is 

lower, through Direct Benefit 

Transfer (DBT) to graduate 

students and working 

professionals. An effective 

implementation of this 

mechanism will give more 

competent resources to the 

industries which no more 

believes in one-size-fits-all 

approach during their 

recruitment process.

Thirdly, rolling out this policy 

is not the panacea to 

technological revolution until 

and unless it reaches the 

specific target. Many a times, 

due to operational issues, 

people remain unaware 

about the such large-scale 

policies rolled out for their 

benefits. To iron out such 

instances, Gujarat will launch 

a strategic framework for 

targeted Information, 

Education and 

Communication (IEC) 

programmes focusing on 

improving digital literacy, 

enhance IT awareness, and 

build a foundation for skilled 

IT resources in the state.

In conjunction with tech 

and science

Over the decades, India has 

been among the few 

countries that has regularly 

invested in science and 

technology after attaining 

independence. Be it the 

Green, White or Blue 

revolutions, India has made 

timely interventions and 

Gujarat too has played a 

significant role in each of 

them.

At the moment, world is 

going through a transition 

stage. It is imperative to look 

at the development in 

conjunction with IT and 

science for every 

government. Financial aid to 

upgrade skills and 

incentivising IT giants to 

build a robust infrastructure 

is once such timely decision 

which could change the 

course of history in India. 
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projects and ₹200 crore 
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Cutting middleman 

network

Unarguably, ‘alleviating 

poverty’ has been on the 

mandate of almost every 

government post-

independence but the lack 

of proper implementation 

and middleman eating the 

pie have been the biggest 

obstacle in achieving the 

aim. Hon’ble Shri Narendra 

Modi who was then Chief 

Minister of the state realised 

this problem very early and 

started Garib Kalyan Mela 

(GKM) in 2009 to wage a war 

against poverty.

In its 13 years journey, GKM 

has served as a platform to 

deliver the benefits straight 

in to the hands of poor. By 

making timely intervention, 

the Gujarat government has 

proven its determination to 

take proactive approach for 

the poor.

About Garib Kalyan Mela:

Ÿ Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi came up 

with the innovative idea of 

GKM in 2009 for economic 

empowerment of the poor

Ÿ So far in the past 11 

editions, 1 crore 47 lakh 

poor people have been 

directly provided the 

assistance of ₹26,600 crore 

through 1,530 melas 

Ÿ GKM has served as a 

platform to deliver the 

benefits straight in to the 

hands of poor underlining 

the conviction and 

commitment of the 

government to help the 

poor

Ÿ Various government 

departments take part in 

the mela, including Social 

Justice & Empowerment 

Department, Tribal Welfare 

Department, and Women 

& Child Development 

Department

Aimed to Empower

Chief Minister Shri 

Bhupendra Patel 

inaugurated the three-day 

event from Dahod where he 

distributed an assistance of 

₹380 crore to more than 

68,500 beneficiaries on the 

spot. CM noted that, the 

distribution of self-

employment kits and other 

financial aid should not be 

considered as an act of 

benevolence, but as a service 

towards society. The whole 

system has been designed to 

cautiously find the poor with 

and ensure that that they are 

benefitted.

On the second day, Shri 

Bhupendra Patel visited 

Morbi where he distributed 

the aid worth of ₹3.40 crore 

amongst the 1,721 

beneficiaries. To conclude 

the GKM, Shri Bhupendra 

Patel reached Amreli to 

distribute the financial aid 

worth ₹102 crores amongst 

82,000 beneficiaries who 

were present during the 

event.

“Working in the spirit of a 

sangh, the state 

government is organising 

Garib Kalyan Melas for the 

welfare of the poor. The far-

reaching results of this 

initiative will be passed on 

to the next generation and 

Gujarat will become a 

leader on the path of 

development,” Brijesh 

Merja, Minister of State for 

Panchayat and Rural 

Housing, said.

“POVERTY is the worst form 

of violence.” These words 

were uttered by Mahatma 

Gandhi who in his quest to 

learn about the integral 

threads of India, extensively 

travelled the country and 

believed that apart from 

attaining freedom from the 

British rule, there was an 

urgent need to combat 

widespread rural poverty. 

Over 70 years down the line, 

when country has attained 

independence, the 

upliftment of poor still 

remains a pipe dream in the 

rural parts.

Due to the systematic 

barriers, the marginalised 

society has lacked self-

esteem and felt a sense of 

despair which led to limiting 

of their abilities and burying 

dreams. The mixture of 

emotional, psychological, 

and financial form of 

violence was deeply 

ingrained in the 

impoverished villagers.

Recent focus on nutrition, 

sanitation and asset 

ownership, significantly 

brought down India’s poverty 

rate. However, COVID-19 

pandemic hampered the 

growth and slowed down the 

economy that has 

disproportionately impacted 

the rural areas, where 

majority of poor reside.

ERADICATING 

POVERTY THROUGH 

GARIB 
KALYAN 

MELA

In the 12th edition of Garib 

Kalyan Mela organised from 

February 24-26, where 17,30,653 

beneficiaries from Gujarat 

received a total financial 

assistance of ₹7,610.58 crores 

Garib Kalyan MelaGarib Kalyan Mela
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Promoting Self sufficiency

According to United Nations, 

an intergovernmental 

organisation, poverty entails 

more than the lack of 

income and productive 

resources to ensure 

sustainable livelihoods. Its 

manifestations include 

hunger and malnutrition, 

limited access to education 

and other basic services, 

social discrimination and 

exclusion, as well as the lack 

of participation in decision-

making.

Gujarat has navigated 

through the poverty through 

its strong policy and actions 

to provide equitable 

economic reliefs to all at 

regular instances. During the 

GKM, CM asserted that apart 

from providing such 

financial assistance, the state 

government has also made 

several arrangements to 

make poor people self-

sufficient. Through the 

recently concluded 

programmes like ‘Good 

Governance Week’ and 

‘Rojgar Melas’, the state 

government employed 

several youngsters from the 

state, according to the CM.

“GKM is not only organised 

for providing government 

assistance, but is aimed at 

empowerment of the poor. 

Under the guidance of 

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi, this 

empowerment campaign 

will be intensified to make 

the poor self-reliant and 

realise the resolve of a 

Aatmanirbhar Gujarat to 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat,” Shri 

Bhupendra Patel said while 

addressing the people at 

Dahod.

If you give a man a fish, you 

feed him for a day. If you 

teach a man to fish, you feed 

him for a lifetime. This 

proverb describes the 

approach of the state 

government which is to 

benefit the people in the 

long-run rather than serving 

temporary solutions. 

Promoting ‘Natural Farming’ 

methods by equipping 

farmers with modern 

resources and financial 

assistance to nurture a cow 

has been a revolutionary step 

to strengthen agricultural 

sector.

In addition to that, the state 

government has always been 

ahead in implementing the 

pro-poor schemes like 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, 

Aatmanirbhar Gram Yatra, 

Vatan Prem Yojana, etc, that 

can weather number of 

economic crisis by meeting 

the basic needs.

G
ujarat state is 

developing with a 

rocket speed and 

keeps on adding more and 

more feathers in its 

developmental journey. 

Under the visionary 

leadership of chief minister 

Bhupendra Patel, the growth 

engine of Gujarat is running 

at very good speed. CM 

Bhupendra Patel has vision 

to make Gujarat, Cataract 

and blindness free state and 

under his vision, Gujarat is 

moving ahead. 

Chief Minister Mr. Bhupendra 

Patel, while launching the 

‘Cataract-Blindness Free’ 

Gujarat Campaign from 

Gandhinagar, has set a 

target to reduce the rate of 

blindness in the state to 

0.25% by the year 2025. In 

this regard, he said, the 

‘National Blindness and 

Vision Defect Control 

STATE GOVERNMENT’S 
INITIATIVE TO MAKE GUJARAT 

‘CATARACT & BLINDNESS FREE’ 
STATE By Jeet Deepak Dholakia

Healthy GujaratGarib Kalyan Mela
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Program’ has been 

implemented in the state. 

According to a survey 

conducted in Gujarat in 2014, 

the rate of blindness which 

was 0.7 per cent has come 

down to 0.36 per cent in 

2018-19. The Chief Minister 

inaugurated the statewide 

campaign of ‘Cataract-

Blindness Free’ Gujarat in the 

presence of the Minister of 

State for Health, Smt. 

Nimishaben Suthar. MLA Mr. 

Shambhuji Thakor, 

Gandhinagar Mayor Hitesh 

Makwana, Deputy Mayor Mr. 

Pradyuman Singh Gol, 

District Panchayat President 

as well as office bearers were 

also present on this occasion. 

The Chief Minister interacted 

with the beneficiaries who 

came for eye and cataract 

examination and also 

observed the treatment 

being done by the eye 

doctors. The Chief Minister 

said that the effect of 

cataracts usually occurs after 

the age of 50 years. This can 

be treated with simple 

eyelash removal. For this 

purpose in Gujarat, the 

health department has 

provided infrastructure and 

advanced equipment for 

cataract operation in all 

district level as well as taluka 

level hospitals, said the Chief 

Minister. The Chief Minister 

also added that Gujarat has 

been in the forefront by 

achieving more than 1000 

cataract operation rates per 

10 lakh population. Mr. 

Bhupendra Patel said that 

eye surgery is usually 

performed free of cost in 

government hospitals in 

Gujarat through FECO 

emulsification which usually 

costs 10 to 50 thousand 

rupees in private hospitals. 

Not only that, Gujarat is the 

only state in the country to 

provide free hydrophobic 

intraocular lenses. The Chief 

Minister added that the 

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra 

Modi has decided to build a 

‘cataract & blindness free 

nation by operating on 

people who are visually 

impaired due to cataracts all 

over the country. Gujarat is 

fully committed to fulfill this 

decision of the Prime 

Minister. CM said that 

according to this campaign 

of ‘Cataract-Blindness Free’ 

Gujarat, a free surgery has 

been planned in government 

hospitals and voluntary 

organizations by finding all 

the persons in the state who 

are visually impaired due to 

cataract in both eyes. The 

Chief Minister said that 

under the National Blindness 

and Visual Impairment 

Control Program, spectacles 

are distributed free of cost to 

all the children with visual 

impairment by checking the 

vision of children up to 18 

years in the school health 

program. Explaining the 

concept of creation as vision, 

the Chief Minister said that 

healthy food is just as 

important for healthy vision. 

He urged to adopt the habit 

to use natural farming for 

healthy food, chemical 

fertilizer free food and to 

achieve a healthy vision and 

healthy Gujarat through 

healthy food. This is the same 

vision of Prime Minister Mr. 

Narendra Modi.  Mr. 

Bhupendra Patel also 

appreciated all the service 

personnel who have 

contributed, given their time 

and contributed in this 

campaign. I am confident 

that Gujarat will give a new 

lease of life to the nation as 

the Minister of State for 

Health; Mrs. Nimisha Suthar 

added that cases of cataracts 

are usually found in people 

above 60 years of age. She 

congratulated the 

government as well as 

voluntary organizations in 

the state for their good work 

for cataract surgeries and 

appealed to them to 

cooperate more and more in 

this campaign. She added 

that our children are also 

tested for eyesight under the 

school health program, 

which is held every year and 

free spectacles are also 

distributed to the needy 

children every year. Mr. 

Manoj Agrawal, Additional 

Chief Secretary, Department 

of Health, said that with age, 

visual impairment occurs. 

Cataract surgery is required 

after the age of 50. If that 

doesn't happen, person has 

to face the visual instability. A 

special campaign has been 

launched by the state 

government to rid Gujarat of 

cataract & blindness free in 

which the Aasha workers and 

the health team will reach 

out to the last person, will 

check their eyes and take the 

needy to the voluntary 

institutions / hospitals for 

treatment. For which Rs. 350 

will also be provided by the 

state government. 

On the other side, Porbandar 

District Blindness Prevention 

Committee and District 

Panchayat Health Branch 

have formed a team of more 

than 180 Aasha Workers for 

house-to-house survey in the 

district. Currently, six villages 

in the district have been 

declared ‘cataract-free’. 

While other villages will be 

surveyed. Aasha workers 

have been trained and given 

e-charts for house-to-house 

survey in Porbandar district 

by a joint venture of District 

Blindness Prevention 

Committee, Porbandar and 

District Panchayat Health 

Branch. The eye is a very 

important and delicate 

organ in the human body. 

The same eye with which we 

can see the beautiful world. 

As the human body 

progresses towards aging, 

various diseases come into 

the body. Older people are 

more likely to suffer from 

cataracts. District Blindness 

Prevention Committee and 

District Panchayat Health 

Branch team are working to 

make this campaign 

meaningful. For this, aasha 

workers will conduct a 

house-to-house survey and 

refer cataract patients to the 

taluka level, after which the 

patients will be referred to 

the district hospital and their 

eye surgery will be done free 

of cost. Dr. Vibhuti Koria of 

Eye Department said that we 

are committed to make 

Porbandar district cataract-

free. Currently there are six 

villages where not a single 

cataract case has been 

registered so that the village 

has been declared as 

‘cataract free village’. On this 

occasion, the Health 

Commissioner Mr. Jai 

Prakash Shivahare, 

beneficiaries, doctors and 

health workers including 

Gandhinagar city and district 

officials including Additional 

Chief Secretary of Health Mr. 

Manoj Agrawal, Director of 

National Health Mission Ms. 

Remya Mohan, Collector 

Kuldeep Arya, Municipal 

Commissioner Dhawal Patel 

also joined the campaign. 
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Program’ has been 

implemented in the state. 
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the age of 50 years. This can 

be treated with simple 

eyelash removal. For this 

purpose in Gujarat, the 

health department has 

provided infrastructure and 

advanced equipment for 

cataract operation in all 

district level as well as taluka 

level hospitals, said the Chief 

Minister. The Chief Minister 

also added that Gujarat has 

been in the forefront by 

achieving more than 1000 

cataract operation rates per 
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi of ‘Har Ghar Jal’ in 

accordance with ‘Nal se Jal’.  

He also expressed his 

commitment to make 100 

percent tap water available 

to every household in the 

state by the end of this year. 

Lord Mahavir has also taught 

us to use water like ghee. The 

need of the hour is to 

consume water judiciously 

and adopt water 

consumption. CM urged 

more and more people to 

join this campaign to make 

earth truly prosperous by 

adopting natural agriculture 

and by giving up use of 

chemical fertilizer. CM 

initiated the work to deepen 

the lake of Kolvada village 

and formally launched this 

water campaign.

In this fifth phase of Sujalam 

Sufalam water campaign 

more than 13,000 works will 

be carried out in the entire 

state by 31st May 2022.

Such works are estimated 

this year to increase the 

storage capacity by 15 

thousand lakh cubic feet. 

Through this campaign 

approximately more than 25 

lakh employment will be 

generated. The four phases 

of this SSJA in the state have 

been a resounding success 

with the help of the people.

From the year 2018 - 2021, 

56698 works have been done 

Under SSJA. 21,402 lakes 

have been deepened and 

new lakes have been 

constructed also 1,204 new 

check dams have been 

constructed, moreover 

cleaning of 50,353 km long 

canals.

As a result of these works, 

the total water storage 

capacity has increased by 

61,781 lakh cubic feet in 3 

years and besides, 156.93 lakh 

employment has been 

created.

Gandhinagar MLA Shri 

Shambhuji Thakor said that, 

state-wide launch of SSJA 

has been started from 

Kolvada in Gandhinagar. 

Because of unequal rainfall 

in the state has resulted into 

increase of groundwater 

consumption. This campaign 

was launched in the entire 

state from the year 2018 to 

create awareness about 

water consumption and 

increase water storage 

capacity. This campaign was 

also continued during 

COVID-19. 

Gandhinagar Mayor Shri 

Hitesh Makwana said that, 

the state receives 

inconsistent and insufficient 

rainfall. Considering the 

geographical location of 

Gujarat, this campaign has 

been started since last four 

years in the entire state to 

increase the water storage 

capacity in the state. In 

Gandhinagar district 658 

works have been done in 

four years. In which 389 

works of deepening of lake 

and check dam, 63 works of 

farm Talwadi and forest 

Talwadi and other water 

storage works like cleaning 

of rain water line, operation 

of rain water harvesting, 

purification of rivers etc. have 

been carried out. The total 

water storage capacity of the 

district has increased by 617 

lakh cubic feet. 

The chief minister said the 

project is vital to make 

Gujarat self-reliant in terms 

of water conservation. The 

state government is 

constantly aware of water 

management plans to 

ensure that people don’t face 

water problems.

G
ujarat Chief Minister 

Shri Bhupendra 

Patel launched the 

fifth phase of Sujalam 

Sufalam Jal Abhiyan from 

Kolvada village in 

Gandhinagar. This water 

harvesting campaign has 

been carried out since 2018 

to raise the ground water 

level in Gujarat and to create 

public awareness for the 

purpose of collecting 

rainwater. 

Considering water as the 

centrepiece of development, 

CM said that, “Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi has 

strategically combined the 

manpower in this campaign 

to make Gujarat a water 

surplus state from a water 

deficit state.” 

Ground water level in the 

state has risen in the recent 

years due to initiatives for 

water storage, irrigation and 

water storage dimensions 

like Check Dam, Boribandh, 

Sujalam-Suflam Yojana, 

Narmada Canal Network, 

Sauni Yojana. These have 

helped supplying water to 

the farms. CM said that, “as a 

result of this Sujalam 

Sufalam Jal Abhiyan, the 

ground water level will rise 

and thereby not only human 

beings but also animals and 

birds will get enough water.” 

He also said that, “not only by 

saving water and electricity 

we can serve the nation but 

he also inspired us to realize 

the dream of Aatmanirbhar 

Gujarat to Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat through water 

conservation.

CM further said that, state 

government is constantly 

aware of water management 

plans so that people do not 

face problems pertaining to 

water. In this context, he said 

that Gujarat will also be at 

the forefront in the 

campaign launched by the 

CM LAUNCHES STATEWIDE
 FIFTH PHASE OF SSJA FROM KOLVADA VILLAGE 

By Alka Bhagwani
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Chief Minister 

Shri Bhupendra Patel:

• Let us serve the nation by 

saving water and 

electricity. Through 

conscious use of water let 

us realize the dream of 

Atmanirbhar Gujarat to 

Atmanirbhar India

• Let us make earth 

prosperous by adopting 

'Per Drop-More Crop' and 

shift towards natural 

farming by giving up use 

of chemical fertilizers
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the farms. CM said that, “as a 
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saving water and electricity 
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• Let us serve the nation by 

saving water and 

electricity. Through 

conscious use of water let 

us realize the dream of 

Atmanirbhar Gujarat to 

Atmanirbhar India

• Let us make earth 

prosperous by adopting 

'Per Drop-More Crop' and 

shift towards natural 

farming by giving up use 
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Under the Krushi 

Vaividhyakaran 

Yojana, tribal 

farmers are trained in high-

quality seeds and fertilizers, 

as well as advanced farming 

methods, in order to enable 

them to cultivate with 

animal husbandry while 

remaining financially viable. 

Farmers in Banaskantha's 

Danta taluka have found a 

new path to development by 

taking advantage of this 

scheme.

Information on Krushi 

Vaividhyakaran Yojana

The selection of beneficiaries 

under the Krushi 

Vaividhyakaran Yojana is 

advertised in the district daily 

newspapers. The Taluka 

Panchayat Office arranges 

for the distribution of the 

application and the return of 

the completed application, 

so that the beneficiary can 

pick up the application at 

taluka and return it. The 

complete application is 

prepared according to 

government eligibility 

standards after preliminary 

verification and approval of 

the application and the list is 

prepared and sent to GSFC 

Vadodara. Following this, a 

list of selected beneficiaries 

will be sent to the village 

sarpanch and the 

beneficiaries will be notified. 

The beneficiaries of this 

program will receive 4kg 

Corn, 45kg Urea fertilizer and 

50kg Prom (Organic 

Fertilizer). GSFC as a 

Government Authorized 

Executing Agency and kits 

are distributed by APMC 

Vadodara. Once the kits are 

distributed at the warehouse, 

GSFC Vadodara also provides 

the necessary training in pre- 

and post-planting crop care 

and also offers market 

membership to tribal 

beneficiaries who wish to sell 

corn and get fair price for 

their produce. 

About the benefits of this 

scheme, Lukabhai Bubadia 

of Bordiali village in Danta 

taluka says, "We planted 4 kg 

corn, 50 Prom (organic 

fertilizer), 45 kg urea fertilizer, 

and when the crop was 

ready, we got the best yield."

Another Bordiali beneficiary, 

Maljibhai, stated that the 

Krushi Vaividhyakaran Yojana 

produced higher yields and 

in addition to that, it has 

greatly improved the 

standard of living in addition 

to supporting the family.

In the year 2020-21, 4,000 

tribal farmers were 

benefitted under the Krushi 

Vaividhyakaran Yojana in 

Banaskantha district, 

according to Poonam Modi, 

Project Administrator, Office 

of Project Administrator. This 

year, 5,000 people will be 

benefitted, compared to 

14,070 people in the previous 

four years.

INCREASED INCOME FOR TRIBAL FARMERS 

UNDER THE KRUSHI VAIVIDHYAKARAN YOJANA
By  Resung Chauhan  |  Darshan Gurnani

Success Story
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A poster about organ 

donation inspired 

the family of a brain 

dead person to donate his 

organ. 

Incidentaly, the family of 

Kanti Garada  first saw the 

poster encouraging organ 

donation at the Civil 

Hospital,wherer he was 

under treatment for a head 

injury.Garada's organ 

donation on Saturday gave a 

news life to three patients.

Garada suffered serious head 

injuries after falling off his 

bicycle while trying to avoid a 

dog that crosses his path. He 

was initially taken to a private 

hospital in Morbi for 

treatment but was shifted to 

the Ahmedabad Civil 

Hospital after his condition 

worsened. 

when Garada was declared 

brain dead  The Family 

inquried about  the Organ 

donation after seen the 

poster of Organ Donation to 

the doctors. They then 

consented to donate 

Garada's two kidneys and a 

liver. The  organs then 

retrieved following a nod 

from the State Organ and 

Tissue Transplate 

Organisation (SOTTO).

Garada is survived by his wife 

and two sons who said their 

father was good samaritan in 

the life and would have 

wanted to be one in death as 

well.

Medical superintendent Dr 

Rakesh Joshi Said that, We 

have successfully Retrived 51 

Organ doners 153 Organs in 

15 months since the 

programme started.In all 136 

patients have receive 153 

donated organs at the 

hospital.Which Includes 79 

Kidney, 43 Liver, 6 Pancreas, 7 

Heart, 4 Hands And 7 Pair of 

Lungs. 

It is necessary to think here 

that even after reading the 

posters put up on the wall, 

one family gave deep 

thought to organ donation. 

He also did organ donation 

by putting the idea into 

practice. This shows that 

awareness among people 

about organ donation in the 

society day by day is 

increasing. A decision made 

by reading something on the 

wall rejuvenated three 

people. Then as responsible 

citizens, we should also 

spread maximum awareness 

in the society about organ 

donation.

POSTER AT CIVIL HOSPITAL PROMPTS FAMILY TO 
DONATE ORGANS OF BRAIN-DEAD KANTI GARDA
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Another Bordiali beneficiary, 
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Organ doners 153 Organs in 
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programme started.In all 136 

patients have receive 153 
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awareness among the 

people about the 

conservation and 

preservation of wildlife and 

forest resources. Dhanpuri 

plays an important role in it. 

Nature at its best can be 

experienced with a nominal 

rate of the resort, pooled 

with facilities.

Dhanpuri, which has a dry 

tropical deciduous forest, is 

surrounded by a small range 

of hills, including Goddess 

Dhaneshwari’s temple . The 

forest is home to a variety of 

birds and reptiles, in addition 

to predatory herbivores such 

as panthers, bears, and nilgai. 

There is a peace that cannot 

be touched even by man-

made noise. This peace leads 

you to exuberance.

The tour of this forest ladder 

will take you to Owara on the 

north side of the nearby 

Kada Dam. Thus, even when 

Kada De is flooded, their view 

is spectacular. The small 

waves rising above the clear 

water and the chirping of 

birds make the forest feel. It 

makes you want to sit and 

watch the birds floating in 

the water!

Watching the sunrise and 

sunset from the Owara of 

Kada Dam is a sight one 

should not miss ! Inside the 

dam, behind the mountain 

range, disappearing into the 

abyss, the vision of the Sun 

brings a new dimension to 

life and peace. Early morning 

walks are invigorating and 

refreshing.

Facilities equivalent to a five 

star hotel have been set up 

by the Vadodara Forest 

Department at Dhanpuri 

Nature Tourism Center. In 

addition to AC-non-AC 

rooms, conference hall, 

interpretation center, guide, 

vehicle, bicycle walk, Amul 

parlor and souvenir shop, 

watch tower and tent have 

been constructed at Kada 

Dam. There are six private 

resorts around Dhanpuri. 

Compared to its rates, this 

facility is available here at a 

very meager rate.

There is a traditional kitchen 

at the site. Here in the 

canteen the food cooked on 

the wood stove is served. The 

taste of traditional tribal 

cuisine is lip smacking and 

one should definitely try it. 

The center is managed by 

the Eco Tourism 

Development Committee.

“Employment is generated 

for the villagers as they are 

recruited in the eco-tourism 

site. Tourists are expected to 

avoid any kind of plastic 

waste, to maintain their faith 

in nature and the 

environment, and to take 

care not to disturb the 

wildlife. The sanctuary area is 

subject to permission and 

circulation on a forest ladder. 

Proper vigilance is required 

at times." Assistant forest 

ranger Shri H. D. Raulji said.

Shri Pradipsinh Rana, 

President of the committee, 

says that in the year 2019-20, 

28,362 tourists have visisted, 

in the year 2020-21- 23,645 

and so far this year, 24,950 

tourists have visited. During 

this period revenue of Rs. 149 

lakh has been earned. About 

25 percent of the tourists 

who visit stay overnight here. 

30 villagers get direct 

employment through the 

forest department.

Tourists, travel enthusiasts 

and explorers should explore 

this paradise on earth and 

surely visit. A beautiful 

nature’s delight awaits you!

Tourists and explorers 

always wander in 

search of delightful 

spots near the cities most of 

the population dwells in. One 

such site is growing and 

emerging- “Dhanpuri”. The 

beauty of the place is 

mesmerizing and pleasing to 

the eyes and soul. Not only 

does the sight leave you with 

picturesque memories it also 

creates awareness for the 

travelers to maintain the site 

and the importance of fast 

depleting nature’s hold in 

the ecosystem.

Dhanpuri, an eco-tourism 

site at Jhambhughoda is fast 

emerging as the favourite 

spot for the tourists near 

Vadodara. With facilities 

equivalent to five star resorts, 

the tourists find this a good 

get away for the weekend or 

on holidays. This is by far the 

only tourist site where the 

tourists can avail the benefit 

of their insurance cover.

Even in autumn, the forest of 

Dhanpuri, situated in the 

heart of the Jambughoda 

Sanctuary, which has a 

prominent forest splendor, 

has become a center of 

attraction for tourists from all 

over the state, especially 

from Vadodara. In the last 

three years alone-76,957 

tourists have visited the eco-

tourism site of the forest 

department at Dhanpuri. 

Most of the tourists are from 

Vadodara.

An eco-tourism site has been 

set up at different places by 

the Vadodara Forest 

Department in 

Jambughoda- Yarnya 

covering an area of 150 sq 

km. Facilitated nature 

tourism centers are 

functioning to create 
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U
nder the Corona 

Vaccination 

Campaign 

launched by Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi on 16th 

January 2021, the country has 

accomplished around 150 

crore doses. Gujarat has also 

protected the citizens of the 

state against corona virus by 

administering 10 crore doses 

of the COVID vaccine.

The Chief Minister of Gujarat 

Shri Bhupendra Patel 

initiated the state-wide 

Corona vaccination drive to 

secure children aged 

between 12 to 14 years on 

16th March, 2022 from Borij 

Primary School in 

Gandhinagar city. The state-

wide vaccination drive began 

on March 18 as per the 

Guidelines of the 

Government of India. On the  

very first day, around 

2,50,000  children were 

reached out through nearly 

2,000 centres by more than 

2,500 vaccinators in Gujarat. 

Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel 

interacted with some of the 

children at the school and 

encouraged them to get 

vaccinated. He also 

interacted with health 

workers conducting the 

vaccination drive and praised 

their work.

Chief Minister Shri 

Bhupendra Patel stated that 

"Under the guidance of 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi, free Covid-19 

vaccination has been started 

in the entire country and the 

state from 16th January 2021. 

Under his leadership, a grand 

campaign has been 

successfully initiated to 

protect against the deadly 

corona virus across the 

country.”

The state health department 

had 23.05 lakh doses of 

Corbevex vaccine developed 

by Hyderabad-based 

Biological E. Limited, 

accessible for this objective, 

which have been delivered to 

the cold chain centres. These 

vaccines were stored at a 

temperature of 2 to 8 

degrees centigrade. “The first 

doses of the Corbevex 

vaccine were given to 

children at schools, Primary 

Health Centers, and Urban 

Health centers. Then the 

second dose of the vaccine 

will be given to children after 

28 days,” Health Minister 

Rushikesh Patel added. The 

doses of the Corbevex 

vaccine were given to all the 

eligible children in 

association with the 

Education Department, 

Woman and Child 

Development Department of 

the State Government, and 

other concerned 

departments.

Health Minister of Gujarat, 

Shri Rushikesh Patel added 

that, "In a very short period, 

Indian scientists have made 

indigenous vaccines 

available to children, 

showcasing Indian power on 

the world stage". Shri 

Rushikesh Patel launched 

the Corona Vaccination 

Campaign from Urban 

Health Center, Sector-2, 

Gandhinagar for children 

between the ages of 12 and 

14 in the state. In addition to 

this, Health Minister also 

started the campaign for 

administering precautionary 

doses for all adults above the 

age of 60 years. 

GUJARAT’S CONCRETE 
LAYER OF PROTECTION 
AGAINST CORONA

By  Jhanvi Trivedi
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Under the visionary 

leadership of Chief 

Minister Shri 

Bhupendra Patel, Gujarat has 

launched a new initiative in 

the field of Genome 

Sequencing. A new high-

throughput genome 

sequencing Novaseq 6000 

system has been procured by 

Gujarat Biotechnology 

Research Center, a state 

government institution. 

Gujarat has achieved a 

noteworthy accomplishment 

for installing such an 

advanced machine for the 

first time ever in India.

CM Shri Bhupendra Patel 

inaugurated this machine at 

Science City at the launch of 

the new biotechnology 

policy of the state in the 

presence of Shri 

JitubhaiVaghani; Minister of 

Science and Technology, Shri 

Pankaj Kumar; Chief 

Secretary, & Shri Vijay Nehra; 

Secretary.

The Gujarat Biotechnology 

Research Center GBRC has 

been established by the 

Department of Science and 

Technology to conduct 

transnational research in 

various fields of 

biotechnology in Gujarat. The 

institute includes more than 

30 projects run by various 

international, national, and 

local agencies. Along with 

this, GBRC has also worked 

on genomics surveillance, 

diagnostics, wastewater 

surveillance, etc. during the 

Covid-19 epidemic.

To make this institute more 

competent, structured, & 

powerful, CM had approved 

the purchase of a high-

throughput genome 

sequencing system for Rs. 

13.95 crores. Accordingly, this 

Novaseq 6000 machine were 

purchased and installed by 

GBRC has now resulted in 

increase in GBRC's 

sequencing capacity by nine 

times.

The Illumina Novaseq 6000 is 

capable of generating 6Tb 

and 20 billion reeds in two 

days. With the help of this 

machine installed in GBRC, it 

is possible to sequence more 

than 3000 SARS-CoV-2 

(COVID-19) genomes in a 

month; it will also make the 

inspection of new mutations 

or strains easier. Other 

researches like cancer, rare 

genetic disorder, population 

genetics, complete 

genome/exome/ 

transcriptome, and alike will 

be easily possible.

With the help of this 

machine, genome 

sequencing of about 50 

human beings can be done 

within 2-3 days. This machine 

can also be used for animal 

breeding and plant 

improvement programs for 

better breeding of animals or 

plants.

As the Nova Seq 6000 is a 

high-throughput sequencer, 

it is still possible to explore 

uncultured and sparsely 

occurring microbes for a 

variety of industrial 

applications. With the help of 

this machine, it is possible to 

perform genomic programs 

like Ayurgenomincs, 

Pharmacogenomics.This 

new machine will be 

integrated into GBRC's 

shared-lab network and can 

be used by a variety of 

students, academics, 

researchers, start-ups, and 

companies.

GUJARAT ADORNS 
THE CROWN OF ACHIEVEMENT

Gujarat becomes India’s first-ever state to install

 a high-end genome sequencing machine in a state-managed institute
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M
useum can speak 

language of its 

own; it can 

communicate to the curious 

individuals who are keen to 

listen the past. It proudly 

treasures the significant 

historical moments. It 

preserves, promote and 

preach the significant 

message to be learned from 

glorious past for any society. 

It’s age-old tragedy of 

humanity that merely rivalry 

between two nations can 

cause collective e sanity to 

suffer beyond any recovery. 

Museums are matter of 

nation’s pride and therefore 

during war time they are 

being targeted primarily to 

destroy the cultural roots of 

the people. By targeting and 

destroying the museums the 

victim society loses its 

cultural identity completely. 

We have seen the example of 

such destruction very 

recently in Ukrain where The 

Ivankiv Historical and Local 

History Museum was being 

targeted on February 2022 by 

Russia. 

Gujarat is the land of 

traditions and legends 

having rich history and 

cultural heritage.  One of the 

ways to explore the richness 

of the Gujarati culture is 

certainly through its 

museums. In each and every 

districts of Gujarat, one can 

find rich repositories that 

shares the interesting stories 

to the world about its 

traditions, ethos and culture 

prosperity. There are so many 

interesting things in Gujarat 

that all most all the major 

places of the state has its 

own unique museums to 

offer. Owing to its rich 

culture and heritage, there 

are many galleries and 

museums in every nook and 

corner of Gujarat. 

Museums in Gujarat can be 

categorized in mainly under 

these categories: Central 

Government Museums, State 

Government Museums, Non-

Government Museums, 

Sceince Gallaries/museums, 

Grant in AID museums. 

MUSEUMS OF GUJARAT: 
EDUCATING FUTURE THROUGH PAST…  

TIME TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY TO BE ONE-ON-ONE WITH 

THE HERITAGE, ARTS AND HISTORY OF GUJARAT... 

These Museums can further 

sub categorized according to 

the objects such as Dolls-

Toys, Kites, Cars, Coins-Notes, 

Tribal items etc. National and 

local Leaders are also 

important for the Gujarati 

people therefore their 

School, House and Ashrams 

now has transformed into 

memorial museums.  The 

places related to Mahatma 

Gandhi and Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel are all 

exhibiting their life’s story 

through various museums in 

different districts. 

Baroda Museum: Present 

days large collection of the 

Baroda Museum was due to 

the efforts of former ruler 

Maharaja sayajirao Gaekwad 

of the Baroda state. The 

museum has unique 

collection of regional, 

national and international 

arts and crafts. The collection 

includes paintings and 

exhibits of archaeology, 

natural history, geology, 

zoology, mineralogy, 

petrology and ethnology. 

Baroda Museum and Picture 

Gallery has numerous 

European paintings of great 

masters and also traditional 

Indian miniature paintings.  

Kutch Museum, Bhuj: 

Initially established by 

Maharao Khengarji III. The 

museum is situated on the 

bank of a Bhuj city’s most 

happening place Hamirser 

lake. The Museum has 

collections mainly 

representing the local 

regional exhibits. It is one of 

the oldest museums of the 

Gujarat state. 

Watson Museum, Rajkot:  

This museum was 

established in the year of 

1888. The exhibits at Watson 

Museum includes sculptures, 

miniature paintings, coins, 

bronzes, manuscripts, 

textiles, silver work, copper 

plate grants, natural history 

specimens, Anthropological 

collection, musical 

instruments, wood carvings 

and handicrafts etc. 

Calico Textiles Museum, 

Ahmedabad: This is India’s 

premier museum in India 

specialized in textiles. The 

museum has rich collection 

of ancient costumes, 

embroidery works, cotton 

painting and printing etc. It 

is run by Sarabhai 

Foundation. Calico museum 

has books and magazines 

available on costumes, 

technology and textile 

history. 

Gandhi Memorial 

Residential Museum 

(Kirtimandir), Porbandar: 

Porbandar was the birth 

place of Mahatma Gandhi. 

His residence was 

transformed into memorial 

residential museum. It was 

inaugurated by Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel in 1950. 

There is a display of several 

photographs of Gandhiji 

about various significant 

days of lifetime.   

Gandhi Smarak 

Sangrahalay (Satyagrah 

Aashram), Ahmedabad: This 

museum was established in 

1951. The Museum possess 

correspondence documents, 

photographic information on 

Mahatma Gandhi, Kasturba 

Gandhi and other leaders. 

The Museum also has few of 

the personal objects of 

Gandhiji like his writing desk, 

spinning wheel etc. 

Kite Museum, Ahmedabad: 

It was established in the year 

of 1956. It is the first museum 

of its special kind. It displays 

the types of kites from 16th 

century. 

Natural History Museum, 

Kankaria Zoo:  The museum 

came into existence in 1975. It 

is a part of the zoo run by 

Ahmedabad Muncipal 

Corporation of the 

Ahmedabad city. Museum 

presents life size dioramas of 

birds and mammals of 
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M
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Gujarat. They are displayed in 

their realistic postures and 

they are put up in natural 

looking environments and 

habitats that they belong to. 

Lothal Museum: Museum at 

Lothal, Ahmedabad was 

established in 1976. The 

Museum has a front gallery 

that has a painted canvas 

depicting a conjectural idea 

of Harppan town of Lothal- 

the archeological site. 

However imaginative it may 

be, it os based on facts 

obtained from the 

excavation of Lothal. The 

cargo-laden boats, carts and 

other objects are recovered 

from Indus sites. The visitors 

may observe two housed 

with smoking chimneys one 

is the house of bead-maker 

and the other is of a copper 

smith. The excavated 

remains of those settlements 

can be seen at the site. There 

are also written introductions 

and maps available for the 

proper understanding of the 

visitors. 

Aina Mahal Museum, Bhuj: 

The last ruler of Kutchchh 

Maharao Madansinhji 

established the “Maharao of 

Kachchh Aina Mahal Trust” 

on 1st January, 1977 and 

opened the museum for 

public viewing. Museum has 

two major sections; one part 

is Picture Gallery while the 

other is a magnificent old 

palace called Aina Mahal. 

Aina Mahal – a palace of 

mirrors was created by artists 

Ramsinh & Gaidhar Devshi. 

The  mahal was decorated 

with beautiful stone carving 

and fine wooden work. The 

rooms were lit with 

chandeliers. The spectacular 

beauty of the Aina Mahal has 

left a great mark on the 

history of Kutch. 

Rotary Dolls Museum, 

Rajkot: The Doll Museum 

was inaugurated by Shri L.K. 

Advani in 2004. There are 

more than 1500 dolls from 

more than 90 contries on 

display of the museum. 

These dolls depict the living 

style and work and 

professions of those 

particular countries. The 

children can receive 

information theough 33 

diffirent languages, can have 

the idea of different 

geographies,economies and 

national songs of various 

countries by touch screen 

informative kiosk. 

Vintage Car Museum, 

Ahmedabad: At Dastan 

Farm, Ahmedaba, 

Ahmedabad  has got one 

more museum of its own 

special kind. This museum 

has most important 

collection of antique vehicles, 

cars, motorcycles, utililty 

vehicles, buggies etc. Cars of 

royal palaces before 

independence like Rolls 

Royce, Bentleys, Langodas, 

Mercedes, Maybach, 

miniature model of Fiat of 

5000 C.C and many more… 

The entrance of any museum 

warmly welcomes its visitor 

saying, A museum is a place 

where lost things, arts and 

way of life are continue to be 

rediscovered again and again 

by each passing individual. 

The grand buildings, Bronze, 

Copper, Silver sculptures all 

those gigantic paintings of 

the museums ignites the 

creativity of the visitors to 

widen his/her aesthetic 

sense. Museums might not 

be the perfect place for 

masses but are surely quality 

places for the class. The 

Museums of Gujarat state are 

the perfect place to know 

and understand the DNA of 

people of Gujarat. 
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Khijadia Bird 

Sanctuary is a 

wetland in the semi-

arid region of Jamnagar 

district, Gujarat. Due to the 

sincere efforts of the 

Government of Gujarat, the 

sanctuary has recently been 

accorded the status of an 

international level Ramsar 

site.

As the sanctuary is 

strategically located on the 

Indo-Asian route, birds from 

Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

South Africa, South America 

as well as Mongolia visit here. 

There are 215 species of birds 

recorded, of which 120 

species are migratory, while 

6 species of birds are 

considered globally rare, 

including Black Naked Stork, 

Gray Carchia 

(Common 

Pochard), Nani 

Kankansar 

(Glossy Ibis), 

Glossy Ibis. 

Great Crested Grib) etc. A 

total of 100 species of birds 

are also found breeding in 

this sanctuary. Dr. Salim Ali, a 

well-known ornithologist 

from India, visited the 

sanctuary in the year 1984 

and identified 108 species of 

birds in a single day.

Giving more details in this 

regard, Ms. Dakshaben 

Vaghasia, RFO, Khijadia Bird 

Sanctuary said that with the 

announcement of Khijadia 

THE KHIJADIA BIRD SANCTUARY 
HOME TO 315 SPECIES OF BIRDS, 

OF WHICH 8 SPECIES ARE EXTREMELY RARE
By Virendrasinh Parmar
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The sanctuary's reputation as a Ramsar site will transcend 

international boundaries

About 150 species of migratory birds from Mongolia, Pakistan, 

Serbia, Iran, Afghanistan, South Africa, South America, 

Siberia, and other countries visit Khijadia every year.

Renowned Indian ornithologist Dr. Salim Ali visited the 

sanctuary in 1984 and identified 108 species of birds in a 

single day.

Rare species of birds are easily spotted at Khijadia, including 

Black Naked Stork, Gray Carchia (Common Pochard), Nani 

Kankansar (Glossy Ibis), Big Chotli Dubki (Great Crested Grib).
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Bird Sanctuary Ramsar site, 

this place has gained 

international recognition. 

Biodiversity is very rare here. 

Due to the brackish and 

freshwater dams as well as 

the grassy land, this place 

has proved to be a paradise 

for trees, land, water, and 

birds of prey. The sanctuary 

has also become home to 

endangered species and due 

to the favorable climate here, 

the number of these rare 

species has been increasing.

How was the Khijadia Bird 

Sanctuary built?

This freshwater wetland near 

the coast of Gulf of Kutch 

was built in order to prevent 

the salinity of seawater as 

well as to avert freshwater 

from entering the sea. In the 

year 1920, Rajvi Jam Ranjit 

Singhji of Jamnagar built a 

dam from Okha to Navlakhi. 

With the accumulation of 

water of Kalindi and Ruparel 

rivers in this dam, birds from 

home and abroad started 

coming to this site and it 

soon became the place of 

choice for migratory birds. In 

1982, this place was declared 

as a sanctuary by the state 

government.

On being awarded the status 

of the Ramsar site, this 

sanctuary will become a 

popular destination for bird 

lovers in India and across the 

globe who will be able to 

relish the biodiversity and 

ecosystem as well as spot 

some some rare birds. More 

than 200 species of birds and 

3 rare species, as well as the 

bird called 'King' of Khijadia, 

Black Dock Dhok and 

Blackneck Stork, Great 

Crested Creep, Common 

Pochard, White Ivy, 

Dimension, Pelican, etc., will 

be available.

Which country's birds are 

the guests of Khijadia?

With the onset of winter, 

migratory birds from 

Pakistan, Afghanistan, 

Mongolia, Siberia, Iran, South 

Africa, South America and 

other countries of Europe 

come to Khijadia Sanctuary. 

This place has become a 

favorite destination for birds 

as it is located in the middle 

of the Indo-Asian flight route 

when birds are migrating 

from north to south. Birds 

spend the entire winter in 

this region.

How to get there?

Khijadia Bird Sanctuary is 

located 3 km from 

Jamnagar-Rajkot Highway. It 

is easily reached from the 

road leading to Khijadia 

village. Its distance from 

Jamnagar city is 

approximately 15 km.

In 1963, Peacock was declared the National 
Bird of India because of its rich religious and 
legendary involvement in Indian traditions.
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